
 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
AGENDA 

February 4, 2016 

MISSION STATEMENT: Our Mission is to provide our customers and future 
generations with reliable, safe and high quality water at an equitable price; to create 
and maintain outstanding service and community relations; to manage and protect 
the environmental health of the aquifers and watersheds; and to ensure the fiscal 
vitality of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District. 
 
Notice is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District will be held on Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 6:00 
p.m., at the Operations Building, 13057 Highway 9, Boulder Creek, California. 
 
In compliance with the requirements of Title II of the American Disabilities Act of 1990, the 
San Lorenzo Valley Water District requests that any person in need of any type of special 
equipment, assistance or accommodation(s) in order to communicate at the District's Public 
Meeting can contact the District Secretary's Office at (831) 430-4636 a minimum of 72 
hours prior to the scheduled meeting.  
 
Agenda documents, including materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the 
Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet, are available for public inspection 
and may be reviewed at the office of the District Secretary, 13060 Highway 9, Boulder 
Creek, CA 95006 during normal business hours. Such documents are also available on the 
District website at www.slvwd.com subject to staff’s ability to post the documents before the 
meeting. 
 
1.  Convene Meeting/Roll Call  
 
2.  Additions and Deletions to Agenda:   

Additions to the Agenda, if any, may only be made in accordance with California Government 
Code Section 54954.2 (Ralph M. Brown Act) which includes, but is not limited to, additions 
for which the need to take action is declared to have arisen after the agenda was posted, as 
determined by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors (or if less than two-thirds of the 
members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present). 
 

3.  Oral Communications: 
This portion of the agenda is reserved for Oral Communications by the public for items which 
are on the Closed Session portion of the Agenda.  Any person may address the Board of 
Directors at this time, on Closed Session items.  Normally, presentations must not exceed 
three (3) minutes in length, and individuals may only speak once during Oral 
Communications.  No actions may be taken by the Board of Directors on any Oral 
Communications presented; however, the Board of Directors may request that the matter be 
placed on a future agenda.  Please state your name and town/city of residence at the 
beginning of your statement for the record. 
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4.   Adjournment to Closed Session:  

At any time during the regular session, the Board may adjourn to Closed Session in     
compliance with, and as authorized by, California Government Code Section 54956.9 
and Brown Act, Government Code Section 54950.  Members of the public will be given 
the opportunity to address any scheduled item prior to adjourning to closed session. 
 

    a. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
 Government Code Section 54957 
 Title:  District Manager 
 
5.  Convene to Open Session at 7:00 p.m.  
 
6.  Report of Actions Taken 
 
7.  Oral Communications: 

This portion of the agenda is reserved for Oral Communications by the public for items which 
are not on the Agenda.  Any person may address the Board of Directors at this time, on any 
subject that lies within the jurisdiction of the District.  Normally, presentations must not 
exceed three (3) minutes in length, and individuals may only speak once during Oral 
Communications.  No actions may be taken by the Board of Directors on any Oral 
Communications presented; however, the Board of Directors may request that the matter be 
placed on a future agenda.  Please state your name and town/city of residence at the 
beginning of your statement for the record. 

 
 8.  Written Communications:  
 
      a. LETTER FROM R. BRAY 
          
 9.   Consent Agenda:   

The Consent Agenda contains items which are considered to be routine in nature and will be    
adopted by one (1) motion without discussion.  Any Board member may request that an item 
be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion.   
 

     a. MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING FROM JANUARY 21,  
  2016 

Consideration and possible action by the Board to approve minutes for the  
January 21, 2016 Board of Directors meeting. 

 
b. BILL LIST FOR PERIOD ENDNG FEBRUARY 4, 2016 
 Consideration and possible action by the Board regarding the Bill List for the 
 period ending February 4, 2016. 
 

 10. Unfinished Business:  
Members of the public will be given the opportunity to address each scheduled item prior to 
Board action.  The Chairperson of the Board may establish a time limit for members of the 
public to address the Board on agendum. 
 
a. ORDINANCE 8 – RULES & REGULATIONS/POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

2



 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding Ordinance 8 – Rules & 
 Regulations/Policies & Procedures. 
 
b. SANTA MARGARITA GROUNDWATER BASIN – BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT 
 RESOLUTION 
 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding the SMGB Boundary 
 Adjustment and Resolution. 
 
c. 2010 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN – ADDENDUM 
 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding the UWMP Addendum. 
 

11.  New Business:  
Members of the public will be given the opportunity to address each scheduled item prior to 
Board action.  The Chairperson of the Board may establish a time limit for members of the 
public to address the Board on agendum. 
 
a. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION – DISTRICT MANAGER 
 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding Public Employee 
 Compensation – District Manager. 
 
b. 2016 DISTRICT MANAGER GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  
 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding the District Manager’s 
 Goals & Objectives. 
 
c. BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 Discussion and possible action by the Board regarding District’s Expectations 
 during the Public Comment Period of the Board of Director’s meeting. 
 

  12.   District Manager Reports: 
     Information reports by the District Manager, Staff, Committee and Board of Directors. 
 
a.    MANAGER 
 
 (1) Department Status Reports 

Receipt and consideration by the Board of Department Status Reports 
regarding ongoing projects and other activities. 

 
   (i) Q & A from prior Board Meetings 
  (ii) Administration/Engineering 
  (iii) Environmental 
    

      b.   COMMITTEE/DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
  
   (1) Future Committee Agenda Items 
 
   (2) Committee Meeting Minutes 
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  (i) Spec. Environmental/Engineering/Planning Committee Minutes –  
   1.13.16 
  (ii) Budget & Finance Committee Minutes – 1.26.16 
         
 13.   Informational Material:  None 
       
 14. Adjournment 
 
 
 

Certification of Posting 
 

I hereby certify that on January 29, 2016 I posted a copy of the foregoing agenda in 
the outside display case at the District Office, 13060 Highway 9, Boulder Creek, 
California, said time being at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District (Government Code Section 
54954.2). 
 
Executed at Boulder Creek, California on January 29, 2016 

 
_____________________________                                  

       Holly B. Morrison, District Secretary   
                  San Lorenzo Valley 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

January 21, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 
CONVENE MEETING/ROLL CALL: 
 
President Brown convened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Roll call showed Dirs. Ratcliffe, Bruce, Baughman and Hammer were present.  District 
Manager Lee, Director of Operations Rogers and Legal Counsel Hynes were also 
present. 
 
Bruce Holloway, Boulder Creek, addressed the Board regarding the Public Employee 
Performance Evaluation. 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION: 
 
President Brown adjourned to closed session at 6:04 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 
Pres. Brown reconvened the meeting to open session at 7:02 p.m.  
 
Roll call showed President Brown, Dirs. Ratcliffe, Bruce, Baughman and Hammer were 
present.  District Manager Lee, Director of Operations Rogers and Legal Counsel Hynes 
were also present. 
 
REPORT ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION: 
 
President Brown announced that the Employee Performance Evaluation was moved 
forward to the 2.4.16 BoD.  He also announced that action taken on the BoD 12.9.15 
Closed Session items regarding the Liability Claims (items 3c, 3d and 3e) was by 
unanimous vote.  
 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO AGENDA: None 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:   

Charlene DeBert, Boulder Creek, asked for clarification regarding the liability claims.  
She questioned the location for the guidelines regarding appropriate comments during 
Oral Communications. 
 
Marc Hynes, District Counsel, said that discussing a settlement of an open case was 
inappropriate. 
 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a
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Bruce Holloway, Boulder Creek, weighed in on the discussion. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION:  None 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 CONSENT AGENDA:  

Director Bruce requested that item 8a Minutes from the BoD 1.7.16 be removed from the 
Consent agenda. 

    8b. BILL LIST FOR PERIOD ENDNG JANUARY 21, 2016 

     8c. QUARTERLY LEAK ADJUSTMENT 

Director Bruce made a motion to approve items 8b & 8c. 

ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Brown, Baughman, Hammer and Bruce 
 Noes:   
 Abstain:  
  Absent:  

 
Director Ratcliffe noted that there was in error in the minutes listing President “Bruce” as 
adjourning to Closed Session, not “Brown” in the 1.7.16 BoD Minutes. 
 
Director Hammer made a motion to approve the revised minutes. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Brown, Baughman and Hammer  
 Noes:   
 Abstain: Bruce 
 Absent: 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

9a ORDINANCE 8 – RULES & REGULATIONS/POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

District Manager Lee said that Ordinance 8 revisions or eventual Rules and Regulations 
current draft has been revised since the board packet was distributed.  He would like the 
item to be moved to the 2.4.16 Board meeting after committee discussion. 

After discussion the Board agreed. 

Charlene DeBert, Boulder Creek, questioned if changes to the document would be 
retroactive. 

Dist. Mgr. Lee said that he would coordinate with Dist. Counsel Hynes and have an 
answer at the next Board meeting. 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a

7



NEW BUSINESS: 

10a FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR PERIOD ENDING 12/31/15 

District Manager Lee described the summary. 

Director Bruce requested prior year information for a sense of a trend. 

Director Ratcliffe would like to see the graphs labeled with either units or gallons.  She also 
questioned “Other Systems”. 

Bruce Holloway, Boulder Creek, noted that the date of the summary is incorrect, it should 
be 11/30/15. 

Mark Lee, Ben Lomond, said that he would like to see embedded formulas throughout the 
report.  It is easily done in Excel. 

President Brown agreed and would like Stephanie to convert to gallons. 

10b SURPLUS PROPERTY 
 
President Brown described the item and suggested that the Board remove the Ben 
Lomond Toll Road from the Surplus Property list. 
 
Director of Operations Rogers said that he has visited every property on the list.  The 
Zayante Watershed was already removed from the list. 
 
The Board discussed possible sale of properties.  The liability of the properties was 
noted.  Several of the properties have been encroached on.   
 
Dist. Mgr. Lee noted that the parcels in Felton are held as collateral by the State of 
California on a loan that we have with them. 
 
President Brown made a motion to remove the Ben Lomond Toll Road from the list of 
Surplus Property. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Baughman, Hammer and Brown 
 Noes:   
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

District Manager Lee suggested that we go to 10d before 10c. 

10d COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Dist. Mgr. Lee said that each of the committees has agreed to have a member of the 
public on the committees.  We have received a number of applications from the public. 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a
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Two members of the applicants from the public, Lewis Farris and Bob Fultz, were present 
and spoke to the Board. 

Director Hammer made a motion to approve Bob Fultz for the Budget and Finance 
Committee. 

ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Baughman, Hammer  
 Noes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Brown 
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

Motion denied. 

Director Bruce made a motion to approve John Hayes for the Budget and Finance 
Committee. 

ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Brown, Baughman, Hammer  
 Noes:   
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

Motion passed.  John Hayes is the public member of the Budget and Finance Committee. 

Director Baughman made a motion to approve Bob Fultz for the 
Environmental/Engineering/Planning Committee. 

ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Baughman, Brown  
 Noes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Hammer 
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

Motion denied. 

Director Hammer made a motion to approve Richard Moran for the 
Environmental/Engineering/Planning Committee. 

ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Brown, Baughman, Hammer  
 Noes:   
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

Motion passed.  Richard Moran is the public member of the 
Environmental/Engineering/Planning Committee. 

Director Bruce made a motion to approve Bob Fultz for the Administration Committee. 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a
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 ROLL CALL: 
 Ayes:  Ratcliffe, Bruce, Brown, Baughman, Hammer  
 Noes:   
 Abstain:  
  Absent: 

Motion passed.  Bob Fultz is the public member of the Administration Committee. 

10c STRATEGIC PLAN REVIEW 

President Brown introduced the item.  The Strategic Plan is to be reviewed each year and 
the new Board has been seated for a year now so this is a good time to review the plan.  
We will not need a consultant to facilitate the meeting. 

Dist. Mgr. Lee explained that the Strategic Plan is a 5 year document with a yearly 
checkup in case there has been a change in the operations.  A discussion can replace a 
workshop for the annual checkup. 

Director Bruce would like to see contract reviews in the plan.  Also, a review of legal 
language in our documents. 

Dist. Mgr. Lee said that he agrees but doesn’t know if it should be part of the Strategic 
Plan. 

President Brown would like the Felton infrastructure under Water Supply Management. 

Dir. Baughman would like GSA development as a Strategic Partner. 

Pres. Brown questioned if the Urban Water Management Plan should be part of the plan. 

Dist. Mgr. Lee recommended that the plan be revisited at the 2.18.16 BoD meeting. 

Dir. Baughman suggested that fiscal transparency be added to the plan. 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS: 
 
District Manager Lee reported on the Lompico County Water District Board meeting 
regarding the assessment district.  They will be moving forward with the process. 
 
11a1ii   District Manager Lee shared the highlights from the     
  Finance Status report. 
   
11a1iii  Director of Operations Rogers shared the highlights from the    
  Operations Status report. 
  
  Lewis Farris shared that there was a leak in a water line that caused a  
  pothole in his neighborhood, the road was patched but it did not hold.   
  Multiple complaints were made to the District.  It is a safety issue. 
   
 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a
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COMMITTEE/DIRECTOR REPORTS:   
 
Director Bruce shared the Administration Committee meeting notes. 
 
Director Baughman shared the Budget and Finance Committee meeting notes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
President Brown adjourned the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 
 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9a
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Accounts Payable

User:

Printed: 

StephanieHill

1/28/2016 -  2:12 PM

Date Range: 

Date Type: JE Date

Outstanding Invoices

01/15/2016 to 01/28/2016

Vendor

Account Number Amount DescriptionInvoice Date Invoice NoJE Date Journal Entry

00012 - C & N TRACTORS

64796W01-400-5410 FERMEC TRACTOR LINK ARM - LINK ARM AND ASSOCIATED PARTS  VE-32012/29/20151/27/2016  793.4000129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100235

Total for Vendor 00012 - C & N TRACTORS:  793.40

00016 - GREENWASTE RECOVERY,INC

185962501-100-5420 BUILDING MAINTENANCE1/1/20161/27/2016  262.8200129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00016 - GREENWASTE RECOVERY,INC:  262.82

00047 - SOIL CONTROL LAB

512063601-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/11/20161/27/2016  510.0000129-07-2016

512080801-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/15/20161/27/2016  39.0000129-07-2016

601015501-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/14/20161/27/2016  145.0000129-07-2016

601015601-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/15/20161/27/2016  39.0000129-07-2016

601040801-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/15/20161/27/2016  145.0000129-07-2016

601040901-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/15/20161/27/2016  39.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00047 - SOIL CONTROL LAB:  917.00

00061 - DHS PUBLIC HEALTH LAB

71901-400-5200 TICK TEST FOR LYME DISEASE12/31/20151/27/2016  31.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00061 - DHS PUBLIC HEALTH LAB:  31.00

00082 - MID VALLEY SUPPLY

19209501-100-5600 HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES1/12/20161/27/2016  89.7400129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00082 - MID VALLEY SUPPLY:  89.74

00097 - JIM WALTERS TRACTOR

Page 1AP-Outstanding Invoices (1/28/2016 -  2:12 PM)

BILL LIST SUMMARY
Check Register Total : $318,812.95      
AP Outstanding Total: $128,473.83 
Payroll 1/20: $86,596.92
TOTAL FOR APPROVAL: $533,883.70

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  9b
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Vendor

Account Number Amount DescriptionInvoice Date Invoice NoJE Date Journal Entry

00097 - JIM WALTERS TRACTOR

567701-400-5300 HAULING - ROCK FROM QUARRY TO BC1/12/20161/27/2016  302.5000129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100253

Total for Vendor 00097 - JIM WALTERS TRACTOR:  302.50

00118 - FARMER BROTHERS COFFEE

6330888101-400-5600 COFFEE - OPS COFFEE SUPPLIES1/13/20161/27/2016  194.3700129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100245

Total for Vendor 00118 - FARMER BROTHERS COFFEE:  194.37

00129 - UNITED RENTALS NORTHWEST INC

134256793-00101-400-5300 LIGHT TOWER - MAGNUM PRO MLT 3601/7/20161/27/2016  3,572.2500129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100239

Total for Vendor 00129 - UNITED RENTALS NORTHWEST INC:  3,572.25

00139 - BAYSIDE OIL

1877301-800-5300 18 DEEP CYCLE BATTERIES - QUAIL, BTNK, SWIM1/11/20161/27/2016  1,776.1200129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100247

1877301-400-5300 18 DEEP CYCLE BATTERIES - QUAIL, BTNK, SWIM1/11/20161/27/2016  1,776.1200129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100247

Total for Vendor 00139 - BAYSIDE OIL:  3,552.24

00152 - NORTH GLASS

13527001-100-5420 QUIET ROOM - FROSTED GLASS1/13/20161/27/2016  92.3800129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100255

Total for Vendor 00152 - NORTH GLASS:  92.38

00164 - FIRST ALARM

89146802-600-5200 ALARM SERVICE - BBCEWW SOLAR PANEL BATTERIES1/13/20161/27/2016  345.3500129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100259

Total for Vendor 00164 - FIRST ALARM:  345.35

00220 - BAY BUILDING JANITORIAL,INC

2802801-100-5420 JANITORIAL SERVICE - JAN 20161/15/20161/27/2016  424.4200129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00220 - BAY BUILDING JANITORIAL,INC:  424.42

00236 - IDEXX DISTRIBUTION CORP

Page 2AP-Outstanding Invoices (1/28/2016 -  2:12 PM)
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Vendor

Account Number Amount DescriptionInvoice Date Invoice NoJE Date Journal Entry

00236 - IDEXX DISTRIBUTION CORP

29666366401-800-5300 BACTEE BOTTLES - BACTEE BOTTLES & COLL ALERT1/7/20161/27/2016  1,009.8400129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100252

Total for Vendor 00236 - IDEXX DISTRIBUTION CORP:  1,009.84

00265 - COMMUNITY TELEVISION OF

225001-100-5200 CONTRACT SERVICES - BOARD COVERAGE1/12/20161/27/2016  175.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00265 - COMMUNITY TELEVISION OF:  175.00

00319 - ECOLOGY ACTION OF SANTA CRUZ

6500001-100-5620 WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM12/31/20151/27/2016  1,563.5100129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00319 - ECOLOGY ACTION OF SANTA CRUZ:  1,563.51

00365 - FREITAS + FREITAS

01081601-000-1565 SWIM TANK PROJECT1/8/20161/27/2016  6,565.6000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00365 - FREITAS + FREITAS:  6,565.60

00415 - CA BANK & TRUST/GOV SVC DEPT

FEB 201601-000-7111 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND - INTEREST1/25/20161/27/2016  3,738.1400129-07-2016

FEB 201601-000-2401 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND1/25/20161/27/2016  11,828.2900129-07-2016

FEB 201601-000-7111 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND - BANK FEE1/25/20161/27/2016  15.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00415 - CA BANK & TRUST/GOV SVC DEPT:  15,581.43

00423 - BAY AREA BARRICADE

0334485-IN01-400-5300 TRAFFIC SAFETY ITEMS - CONES, CONSTRUCTION SIGNS ETC.1/11/20161/27/2016  1,241.5800129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100208

Total for Vendor 00423 - BAY AREA BARRICADE:  1,241.58

00450 - EUROFINS EATON ANALYTICAL, INC

24808201-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/13/20161/27/2016  80.0000129-07-2016

24946001-800-5202 WATER ANALYSIS1/25/20161/27/2016  80.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00450 - EUROFINS EATON ANALYTICAL, INC:  160.00

00609 - BALANCE HYDROLOGICS, INC

21518-121501-500-5200 CONTRACT/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES1/8/20161/27/2016  5,894.5600129-07-2016
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Vendor

Account Number Amount DescriptionInvoice Date Invoice NoJE Date Journal Entry

Total for Vendor 00609 - BALANCE HYDROLOGICS, INC:  5,894.56

00695 - PAUL JENSEN

12301501-100-5200 CONTRACT SERVICES - LOST ACRES DR1/23/20151/27/2016  1,040.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00695 - PAUL JENSEN:  1,040.00

00703 - DATAFLOW BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC

17314001-800-5200 ANNUAL COPIER FEES LYON PLANT - REPORT COPIER1/4/20161/27/2016  302.6500129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100261

17365901-400-5200 SAVIN 917 SPF COPIER- OPS FY 15/161/8/20161/27/2016  83.8500129-07-2016

17366001-800-5200 ANNUAL COPIER FEES1/8/20161/27/2016  34.1800129-07-2016

17366101-200-5200 ANNUAL COPIER FEES1/8/20161/27/2016  172.8700129-07-2016

17366201-100-5200 ANNUAL COPIER FEES1/8/20161/27/2016  950.3600129-07-2016

17366301-200-5200 ANNUAL COPIER FEES1/8/20161/27/2016  166.6800129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00703 - DATAFLOW BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC:  1,710.59

00727 - ULINE SHIPPING SUPPLY

7351711001-400-5300 SUPER GRIPTION GLOVES - LARGE & EXTRA LARGE1/6/20161/27/2016  97.6100129-07-2016

Task Label: Type: PO Number: 0000100240

Total for Vendor 00727 - ULINE SHIPPING SUPPLY:  97.61

00729 - ALPHA ANALYTICAL LABS

601271002-600-5202 WASTEWATER MONITORING1/19/20161/27/2016  926.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00729 - ALPHA ANALYTICAL LABS:  926.00

00756 - KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS

9849501-000-1565 1/19/20161/27/2016 00129-07-2016

98495A01-000-1565

 18,383.92   INTERTIE PROJECT
  53,397.02 INTERTIE #3 PROJECT1/19/20161/27/2016 00129-07-2016

98495B01-000-1565 INTERTIE #4 PROJECT1/19/20161/27/2016  8,799.7000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 00756 - KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS:  80,580.64

01084 - LAURIE SWETT

01151601-100-5200 ADMIN BUILDING REMODEL CONSULTATION1/18/20161/27/2016  1,350.0000129-07-2016

Total for Vendor 01084 - LAURIE SWETT:  1,350.00
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Vendor

Account Number Amount DescriptionInvoice Date Invoice NoJE Date Journal Entry

Report Total:  128,473.83
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Accounts Payable

User:

Printed: 

StephanieHill

1/28/2016  1:56 PM

Checks by Date - Detail by Check Number

Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

00362 ACCELA, INC #774375 01/08/201610547
INV32220 CONTRACT SERVICES  3,442.00

 3,442.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10547:

00729 ALPHA ANALYTICAL LABS 01/08/201610548
5122138 WATER ANALYSIS - BCE  788.00

 788.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10548:

00141 B & B SMALL ENGINE 01/08/201610549
339756 MISC. PARTS - CHAIN SAW  78.95

 78.95 0.00Total for Check Number 10549:

00609 BALANCE HYDROLOGICS, INC 01/08/201610550
215018-1115 STREAM GAGING  8,260.43

 8,260.43 0.00Total for Check Number 10550:

00145 BATTERIES PLUS 01/08/201610551
314-293158 ECHO BOOSTER - BATTERY BACK UP - REPLACEMENT  570.89

314-293349 BATTERIES - BOOSTERS: BLKSTONE, SPRINGTNK  215.30

 786.19 0.00Total for Check Number 10551:

00220 BAY BUILDING JANITORIAL,INC 01/08/201610552
27909 JANITORIAL SERVICE - DEC 2015  424.42

 424.42 0.00Total for Check Number 10552:

00505 DELL MARKETING LP 01/08/201610553
XJTW64NC1 WIRELESS MOUSE  103.89

 103.89 0.00Total for Check Number 10553:

01086 DIXON AND SON TIRE INC 01/08/201610554
196692 FERMEC LOADER TIRES - NEW FRONT TIRES FOR VE-320  931.30

 931.30 0.00Total for Check Number 10554:

00450 EUROFINS EATON ANALYTICAL, INC 01/08/201610555
243939 WATER ANALYSIS - ARSENIC TOTALICAP/MS  80.00

 80.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10555:

00118 FARMER BROTHERS COFFEE 01/08/201610556
63308602 OPPS COFFEE SUPPLIES - COFFEE  180.58

 180.58 0.00Total for Check Number 10556:

00164 FIRST ALARM 01/08/201610557
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

883006 ALARM SERVICE  90.06

883106 ALARM SERVICE  227.94

883200 ALARM SERVICE  605.40

884789 ALARM SERVICE  333.57

884790 ALARM SERVICE  279.24

884791 ALARM SERVICE  162.30

884792 ALARM SERVICE  207.30

 1,905.81 0.00Total for Check Number 10557:

00080 GRANITE CONSTRUCTION CO 01/08/201610558
914850 QUAIL BINS - SAND, BASE ROCK, COLD MIX  586.24

917196 QUAIL BINS - QUAIL 5 YARD  45.25

918820 QUAIL BINS - SAND, BASE, COLDMIX, MATERIALS  710.50

919766 QUAIL BINS - BIN MATERIAL  330.16

 1,672.15 0.00Total for Check Number 10558:

00022 JOHNS ELECTRIC MOTOR 01/08/201610559
12880 PUMP REPAIR - SOUTH BOOSTER  45.00

 45.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10559:

00608 LLOYD'S TIRE SERVICE, INC 01/08/201610560
296216 TRUCK 275 - NEW TIRES  860.43

 860.43 0.00Total for Check Number 10560:

00006 MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC. 01/08/201610561
12462782 WELDING PARTS---WELDING TIPS AND WIRE  93.54

 93.54 0.00Total for Check Number 10561:

00082 MID VALLEY SUPPLY 01/08/201610562
191211 OFFICE SUPPLIES  110.42

191221 OFFICE SUPPLIES  110.41

 220.83 0.00Total for Check Number 10562:

00539 MILLER-MAXFIELD, INC 01/08/201610563
1115SLV CONSULTING SERVICES - NOV 2015  2,431.25

 2,431.25 0.00Total for Check Number 10563:

00478 MWH AMERICAS 01/08/201610564
1700865 CONTRACT SERVICES  1,762.50

 1,762.50 0.00Total for Check Number 10564:

00047 SOIL CONTROL LAB 01/08/201610565
5120139 GENERAL PHYSICAL  145.00

5120141 METALS DIGESTION, TOTAL MAGANESE  37.00

5120408 GENERAL PHYSICAL  145.00

5120410 METALS DIGESTION, MANGANESE  37.00

5120630 GENERAL PHYSICAL  145.00

 509.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10565:

00942 TRIAD ELECTRIC 01/08/201610566
82289 OPERATIONS ELECTRICAL - LAMP REPAIR, SENSOR  697.29

 697.29 0.00Total for Check Number 10566:
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

00129 UNITED RENTALS NORTHWEST INC 01/08/201610567
133296423-001 FUEL STORAGE TANKS  2,749.26

 2,749.26 0.00Total for Check Number 10567:

00407 UNIVAR USA 01/08/201610568
SJ394136 CREDIT -80.00

SJ720533 CHLORINE-TREATMENT  3,674.65

 3,594.65 0.00Total for Check Number 10568:

00268 WATTS ON 01/08/201610569
11627 GENERATOR - SERVICE FUEL POLISHING AND SERVICE FOR GT-670  1,134.49

11628 GENERATOR - SERVICE FUEL POLISHING AND SERVICE FOR GT-740  1,297.45

 2,431.94 0.00Total for Check Number 10569:

01050 COLONIAL LIFE 01/19/201610570
4377735-1209105 LIFE INSURANCE - 12/9 - 12/23  416.30

 416.30 0.00Total for Check Number 10570:

00788 COMCAST 01/19/201610571
122615 INTERNET SERVICE - 195 KIRBY  141.08

 141.08 0.00Total for Check Number 10571:

04092 HENSHEL, ROBERT 01/19/201610572
08708106-B CUSTOMER REFUND  439.52

 439.52 0.00Total for Check Number 10572:

00054 PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC 01/19/201610573
010516  10.51

010516 GAS/ELECTRIC- OPS  4,838.40

010516 GAS/ELECTRIC- OPS  17,119.37

010516 GAS/ELECTRIC-OPS  152.60

010516  775.26

010516 GAS/ELECTRIC-BC ESTATES  139.33

 23,035.47 0.00Total for Check Number 10573:

00399 VISION SERVICE PLAN 01/19/201610574
JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE -WTP  74.49

JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE - OPS  287.52

JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE - FINANCE  78.51

JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE - ADMIN  66.61

JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE -W.SHED  8.15

JAN 2016 VISION INSURANCE - ENG  16.30

 531.58 0.00Total for Check Number 10574:

00217 COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 01/19/201610575
011916 INTERTIES 3 & 4  764.11

 764.11 0.00Total for Check Number 10575:

00362 ACCELA, INC #774375 01/21/201610576
32452 CONTRACT SERVICES  1,917.00

 1,917.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10576:
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

10023 AT & T CAPITAL SERVICES, INC 01/21/201610577
2976935 TELEPHOME MAINTENANCE  396.07

 396.07 0.00Total for Check Number 10577:

00055 AT&T 01/21/201610578
010116 TELEPHONE CHARGES - WTP  1,415.09

010116 TELEPHONE CHARGES - ADMIN  129.27

010116 TELEPHONE CHARGES - OPS  3,160.56

010116 TELEPHONE CHARGES - BCEWW  303.21

 5,008.13 0.00Total for Check Number 10578:

00309 AT&T IP SERVICES 01/21/201610579
011116 IP SERVICES - WTP  241.96

011116 IP SERVICES - OPS  241.96

011116 IP SERVICES - ADMIN  241.97

 725.89 0.00Total for Check Number 10579:

00687 AT&T U-VERSE 01/21/201610580
010516 INTERNET SERVICE - OPS  60.00

010616 INTERNET SERVICE - WTP  77.00

 137.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10580:

00378 BANK OF THE WEST 01/21/201610581
120215 FUEL  87.77

120315 CONFERENCE  705.00

120715 SUPPLIES  149.99

120716 CLOUD SERVICES  138.60

120815 OFFICE SUPPLIES  85.50

121015 RAIN BOOTS FOR CREW  874.75

121115 MEETING  18.19

121415 RECRUITMENT MEETING  89.34

121515 SUPPLIES  1.50

121615 CONTRACT SERVICES  113.97

121815A OFFICE SUPPLIES  50.00

122115 SUPPLIES  97.05

122215 VEHICLE MAINTENANCE  127.26

122315 MAINTENANCE/PROSSER PROPERTY  77.94

122315 MAINTENANCE/PROSSER PROPERTY  233.82

122315 MAINTENANCE/PROSSER PROPERTY  155.88

 3,006.56 0.00Total for Check Number 10581:

00130 BOULDER CREEK HARDWARE 01/21/201610582
C2768 CHAINSAW, MISC. PARTS- CHAINS /SHARPEN  98.08

 98.08 0.00Total for Check Number 10582:

00037 COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 01/21/201610583
16-017 ANNUAL BLANKET ENCROACHMENT PERMIT - S.C. DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS  3,804.00

 3,804.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10583:

00050 COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 01/21/201610584
08914226 LIEN RELEASE FEE  15.00

 15.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10584:

00312 DOCTORS ON DUTY 01/21/201610585
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

598508 PERSONNEL RECRUITMENT  75.00

 75.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10585:

00076 ERNIE'S AUTO CENTER 01/21/201610586
643278 TRACTOR ELECTRICAL - LIGHTS FOR LOADER  VE-320  16.69

 16.69 0.00Total for Check Number 10586:

10005 ICMA RETIREMENT C/O M & T RETIREMENT CORP 45701/21/201610587
010616 RETIREMENT WITHHOLDING  1,185.00

012016 RETIREMENT WITHHOLDING  1,185.00

 2,370.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10587:

00367 INFOSEND, INC 01/21/201610588
100718 CONTRACT SERVICES  1,111.45

100718 POSTAGE  2,670.39

 3,781.84 0.00Total for Check Number 10588:

UB*00074 PATRICK KELLY 01/21/201610589
Refund Check  45.42

 45.42 0.00Total for Check Number 10589:

UB*00075 KATHERINE MARTINEAU 01/21/201610590
Refund Check  37.90

 37.90 0.00Total for Check Number 10590:

00409 PURCHASE POWER 01/21/201610591
11116 POSTAGE  536.40

 536.40 0.00Total for Check Number 10591:

00785 REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT 01/21/201610592
SLVWD-OLYMPIA-7 OLYMPIA MUTUAL CONSOLIDATION  2,228.48

SLVWD-OLYMPIA-8 OLYMPIA MUTUAL CONSOLIDATION  1,209.22

 3,437.70 0.00Total for Check Number 10592:

00711 ROBERTS & BRUNE CO. 01/21/201610593
S1510693.003 1010-118 ELL 45 GALV 1"  13.02

S1510693.003 1011-140 ELL 90 GALV 2"  56.84

S1510693.003 1011-114 ELL 90 GALV 3/4"  9.82

S1511196.001 6 CL50/350   TJ C/L  DI PIPE  206.91

S1531607.001 HYDRNT BURY MJXFLG 6"X36"W/ACC  276.25

S1531607.001 GATE VALVE FLG 6" A2360-6  703.25

S1531607.001 VALVE BOX RISER GRD RING 2"  721.01

S1531614.001 NIPPLE GALV 3/4" X 5"  11.91

S1531614.001 GATE VALVE 2"  625.20

S1531614.001 ELL 90 STREET GALV 1/2"  10.20

S1531614.001 FLANGE RING GASKETS 6" NO BLT  35.78

S1531614.001 BACKFLOW RED. PRESS. 1" W/BALL  938.27

S1531614.001 NIPPLE GALV 1" X 3"  8.55

S1531614.001 FLEX COUPLING 2" X 5" OD 2.375  163.88

S1531614.001 REPAIR CLAMP 4OD" X 6"  153.32

S1531614.001 TEE BF SDR 11 2"  50.05

S1531614.001 12"CONCRETE CUT-OFF#8350308000  82.87

S1531614.001 BACKFLOW DOUBLE CK 3/4"  639.33

S1531614.001 NIPPLE GALV 3/4" X 6"  14.45
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

S1531614.001 REPAIR CLAMP 3/4" X 3"  50.77

S1531614.001 FLOAT VALVE 2" THREADED 125#  1,827.47

 6,599.15 0.00Total for Check Number 10593:

00973 SMITH-EMERY SAN FRANCISCO 01/21/201610594
690113-6 INTERTIE #3 PUMP STATION  209.07

 209.07 0.00Total for Check Number 10594:

00642 STEVEN M.BUTLER,R.P.F. 01/21/201610595
010416 WATERSHED MAINTENANCE - 5-MILE AND OLY MAINTENANCE  1,136.83

 1,136.83 0.00Total for Check Number 10595:

00722 SWRCB 01/21/201610596
SW-0106286 ANNUAL PERMIT FEE  403.00

 403.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10596:

00362 ACCELA, INC #774375 01/22/201610597
INV32300 CONTRACT SERVICES  1,779.37

INV32301 CONTRACT SERVICES  1,817.77

 3,597.14 0.00Total for Check Number 10597:

00115 ATKINSON-FARASYN 01/22/201610598
122315 LEGAL SERVICES  1,093.75

122315A LEGAL SERVICES  979.00

 2,072.75 0.00Total for Check Number 10598:

00141 B & B SMALL ENGINE 01/22/201610599
339430 GENERATOR REPAIR PULL CORD/TUNE SERVICE  146.62

 146.62 0.00Total for Check Number 10599:

10025 BADGER METER, INC 01/22/201610600
80004868 CONTRACT SERVICES  65.86

 65.86 0.00Total for Check Number 10600:

00145 BATTERIES PLUS 01/22/201610601
314-293651 MISC CELL PHONE CHARGERS - CELL CHARGERS  123.93

 123.93 0.00Total for Check Number 10601:

00342 BRASS KEY LOCKSMITH 01/22/201610602
943699 FACILITY LOCKS - DISTRICT LOCKS  429.04

 429.04 0.00Total for Check Number 10602:

00566 C S S C 01/22/201610603
151200059101 ANSWERING SERVICE  386.42

 386.42 0.00Total for Check Number 10603:

00415 CA BANK & TRUST/GOV SVC DEPT 01/22/201610604
JAN 2016 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND - INTEREST  3,738.14

JAN 2016 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND  11,828.29

JAN 2016 1976 SAFE DRINKING WATER BOND - BANK FEE  15.00
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

 15,581.43 0.00Total for Check Number 10604:

00750 CHARLES Z FEDAK & CO. 01/22/201610605
122315 AUDIT SERVICES - DEC 2015  4,500.00

 4,500.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10605:

00213 CHESTNUT IDENTITY 01/22/201610606
102305 UNIFORMS - OPS  87.57

102314 UNIFORMS - WTP  149.33

102314 UNIFORMS - ENG  229.33

102314 UNIFORMS - OPS  310.03

 776.26 0.00Total for Check Number 10606:

00703 DATAFLOW BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC 01/22/201610607
172799 CONTRACT SERVICES  214.83

 214.83 0.00Total for Check Number 10607:

00329 GRAINGER 01/22/201610608
9923144266 SAFETY FLARES - SIX CASES 30 MINUTE FLARES  565.61

9923144274 SAFETY FLARES - SIX CASES 30 MINUTE FLARES  377.07

9924273619 SAFETY FLARES - SIX CASES 30 MINUTE FLARES  188.55

 1,131.23 0.00Total for Check Number 10608:

00080 GRANITE CONSTRUCTION CO 01/22/201610609
921391 QUAIL BINS - COLD MIX, SAND, BASE ROCK  409.06

 409.06 0.00Total for Check Number 10609:

00020 HARO, KASUNICH & ASSOCIATES 01/22/201610610
04090-15120 PROP 50  1,513.05

 1,513.05 0.00Total for Check Number 10610:

00058 IHWY, INC. 01/22/201610611
12124 INTERNET SERVICE  25.00

 25.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10611:

00756 KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS 01/22/201610612
97899 INTERTIE #6 PROJECT  4,838.86

 4,838.86 0.00Total for Check Number 10612:

00336 LAND TRUST OF SANTA CRUZ CNTY 01/22/201610613
DEC 2015 OLYMPIA PATROL  944.85

 944.85 0.00Total for Check Number 10613:

00296 MESITI-MILLER ENGINEERING,INC 01/22/201610614
1215038 PROBATION TANK PROJECT  781.20

 781.20 0.00Total for Check Number 10614:

00539 MILLER-MAXFIELD, INC 01/22/201610615
1215SLV CONTRACT SERVICES  3,575.00

 3,575.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10615:
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

00782 MONTEREY PENINSULA ENGINEERING01/22/201610616
12-24 INTERTIE #2 PROJECT  6,716.50

12-24 INTERTIE #4 PROJECT - CREDIT -34,278.48

12-24 INTERTIE #3 PROJECT  177,259.55

 149,697.57 0.00Total for Check Number 10616:

10049 PATHWAYS FOR WILDLIFE 01/22/201610617
122315 EDUCATION GRANT  4,500.00

 4,500.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10617:

10047 RANDAZZO ENTERPRISES, INC. 01/22/201610618
042491 DEMOLITION - 12804 HWY 9  19,724.00

 19,724.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10618:

00046 RED WING SHOE STORE 01/22/201610619
2531A SAFETY SHOES-BOOTS FOR JOE DAVIS 207  337.37

2531B SAFETY BOOTS/SHOES FOR JESSE G  235.71

 573.08 0.00Total for Check Number 10619:

00785 REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT 01/22/201610620
SLVWD-Olympia-9 OLY CONSOLIDATION  2,189.72

 2,189.72 0.00Total for Check Number 10620:

10019 SCHWARZBACH ASSOCIATES, INC. 01/22/201610621
151218-1 BUILDING MAINTENANCE - JOHNSON PROPERTY  2,936.00

160101-1 BUILDING MAINTENANCE - JOHNSON PROPERTY  1,345.90

 4,281.90 0.00Total for Check Number 10621:

01057 SILKE COMMUNICATIONS 01/22/201610622
45244 RADIO SERVICE - SERVICE - 155, 35, REPEATER  610.00

 610.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10622:

00047 SOIL CONTROL LAB 01/22/201610623
5110720 WATER ANALYSIS  78.00

5120140 WATER ANALYSIS  78.00

5120409 WATER ANALYSIS  78.00

5120631 WATER ANALYSIS  78.00

5120732 WATER ANALYSIS  145.00

5120733 WATER ANALYSIS  78.00

5120807 WATER ANALYSIS  145.00

 680.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10623:

00298 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 01/22/2016 VOID10624
11116 CASE #557151242  75.00

 0.00 75.00Total for Check Number 10624:

00555 STORDOK 01/22/201610625
5351867 DOCUMENT SHREDDING  45.00

 45.00 0.00Total for Check Number 10625:

00129 UNITED RENTALS NORTHWEST INC 01/22/201610626
133922842-001 EL NINO GEN RENTAL-STANDBY GENERATOR RENTAL  2,116.80
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Check No Check DateVendor NameVendor No Void Checks Check Amount

Invoice No ReferenceDescription

 2,116.80 0.00Total for Check Number 10626:

00721 UNITED SITE SVCS.,INC 01/22/201610627
114-3597611 RENTAL - QUAIL FACILITY  148.15

 148.15 0.00Total for Check Number 10627:

Report Total (81 checks):  318,812.95 75.00
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CASH REQUIREMENTS

 0087 A87P-7177  San Lorenzo Valley Water District 

THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES YOUR PAYROLL TRANSACTIONS FOR THE CHECK DATE 01/20/16. IT DOES NOT REFLECT MISCELLANEOUS
ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES. PLEASE REFER TO YOUR INVOICE(S) FOR THE TOTAL CASH REQUIRED FOR THIS CHECK DATE.

0087 A87P-7177  San Lorenzo Valley Water District Cash Requirements
Run Date 01/19/16  10:55 AM Period Start - End Date 12/24/15 - 01/06/16 Page 1 of 2

Check Date 01/20/16 CASHREQ

TRANSACTION DETAIL

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER - Your financial institution will initiate transfer to Paychex at or after 12:01 A.M. on transaction date.

TRANS. DATE BANK NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

BANK DRAFT AMOUNTS

 & OTHER TOTALS

01/20/16 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA xxxxxx1358 Direct Deposit Net Pay Allocations 36,924.29 36,924.29

01/20/16 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA xxxxxx1358 Taxpay® Employee Withholdings 
Social Security 5,382.01
Medicare 1,258.69
Fed Income Tax 10,083.72
CA Income Tax 3,317.24
CA Disability 781.28

Total Withholdings 20,822.94
Employer Liabilities 

Social Security 5,382.04
Medicare 1,258.69
Fed Unemploy 410.45

Total Liabilities 7,051.18 27,874.12

01/20/16 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA xxxxxx1358 401(k) Traditional PXROTH 401 EEPO 956.88
PX401 EECU 
PX401 ERMTCH 
PXROTH 401 EECU 
PX401 ERCUM 
PX401 EEPRE 898.56 1,855.44

01/20/16 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA xxxxxx1358 Section 125 PXDCA EE PRE 180.00
PXUME EE PRE 350.00 530.00

EFT FOR 01/20/16 67,183.85

TOTAL EFT (Does not reflect administrative charges) 67,183.85

NEGOTIABLE CHECKS - Check amounts will be debited when payees cash checks. Funds must be available on check date.

TRANS. DATE BANK NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER PRODUCT DESCRIPTION TOTAL

01/20/16 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA xxxxxx1358 Payroll Check Amounts 19,413.07

TOTAL NEGOTIABLE CHECKS 19,413.07
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CASH REQUIREMENTS 

 0087 A87P-7177  San Lorenzo Valley Water District 

0087 A87P-7177  San Lorenzo Valley Water District Cash Requirements
Run Date 01/19/16  10:55 AM Period Start - End Date 12/24/15 - 01/06/16 Page 2 of 2

Check Date 01/20/16 CASHREQ

THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES YOUR PAYROLL TRANSACTIONS FOR THE CHECK DATE 01/20/16. IT DOES NOT REFLECT MISCELLANEOUS
ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES. PLEASE REFER TO YOUR INVOICE(S) FOR THE TOTAL CASH REQUIRED FOR THIS CHECK DATE.

REMAINING DEDUCTIONS / WITHHOLDINGS / LIABILITIES - Paychex does not remit these funds.You must ensure accurate and timely payment of applicable items.

TRANS. DATE BANK NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER PRODUCT DESCRIPTION TOTAL

01/20/16 Refer to your records for account Information Payroll Employee Deductions 
Advance 695.06
Aflc/Col Post 110.22
Aflc/Col Pre 779.30
Calper 457 125.00
DPer 5,536.06
Health 1,880.91
ICMA 1,185.00
Life Ins 14.00
Union dues 342.21

Total Deductions 10,667.76

TOTAL REMAINING DEDUCTIONS / WITHHOLDINGS / LIABILITIES (Does not reflect administrative charges) 10,667.76

PAYCHEX WILL MAKE THESE TAX DEPOSIT(S) ON YOUR BEHALF - This information serves as a record of payment.

DUE DATE PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

01/27/16 Taxpay® FED IT PMT Group 23,365.15
01/27/16 Taxpay® CA IT PMT Group 4,098.52
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MEMO  
 
TO: Board of Directors  
 
FROM: District Manager  
 
 SUBJECT: Repeal and Replacement of Ordinance 8 
 
 DATE: February 4, 2016 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo, review the 
attached draft Rules and Regulations of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District, 
review the attached draft Policies and Procedures of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District and review the attached Definitions of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District. Staff recommends the Board: 

• by Ordinance 108, repeal Ordinance 8 in its entirety (available on District 
website) and all Ordinances amending Ordinance 8 

• by Ordinance 108, adopt the District’s Rules and Regulations 
• by Resolution 27 (15-16) adopt the District’s Policies and Procedures  
• by Resolution 27(15-16) adopt the Districts Definitions. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting of January 14, 2016 the Board reviewed then 
current drafts of the proposed District Rules and Regulations & Policies and 
Procedures. The Board deferred adopting those draft documents with an 
understanding that staff had made substantial revision to those documents since the 
Board packet was released the prior week. Staff has since then brought to the 
Administration Committee those two documents along with a third document titled, 
“Definitions of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District”. These three documents, along 
with the recently adopted Schedule or Rates and Charges, contain the bulk of what 
is currently in Ordinance 8. The Administration Committee reviewed the three draft 
documents at its January 26, 2016 regularly scheduled meeting. The three 
documents attached to tonight’s Board Memo are ready for adoption. 
------  
January 14, 2016: At its regularly scheduled meeting on December 17, 2015 the 
Board addressed this item and requested that staff return with 
additions/revisions. Since that meeting the Board adopted on January 7, 2016 
the District’s official ‘Schedule of Rates and Charges’, providing a single 
document outside Ordinance 8 that establishes all of the current District rates 
and charges subject to Proposition 218 requirements. As a result of the Board’s 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

128



adoption of the ‘Schedule of Rates and Charges’, staff has amended the draft 
Rules and Regulations to include Section 13, Rates. The proposed Section 13 
refers to the District’s most recently adopted Schedule of Rates and Charges. 
This change allows rates to be adopted by resolution and the Rules and 
Regulations will continue to be adopted by Ordinance. 
------  
December 17, 2016: The District has adopted Ordinance 8 as the current primary 
document defining the District’s rules, regulations, policies and procedures. It is 
generally accepted that Ordinance 8 has become cumbersome. Staff has worked 
with the Legislative Committee to take Ordinance 8 and separate it into two 
distinct draft documents; Rules and Regulations & Policies and Procedures. 
Every Article in Ordinance 8 is represented in the combined draft documents. To 
staff’s knowledge no Article of Ordinance 8 has been omitted. Some outdated 
language has been removed. 
 
Ord 8 Article 17 – Sewerage Rules, Regulations, Rates & Charges has been 
amended to remove references to the now defunct Valley Wide Sewer System.  
 
Ord 8 Article 19, Cross-Connection Control Program is currently incomplete and 
will be brought to the Board when ready, early next year.  
 
Staff is requesting that the Board replace Ordinance 8 with the three draft 
documents; Rules and Regulations, Policies and Procedures, & Definitions.  
 
Getting these three documents updated will not be a singular event. Corrections 
will be required. There are potentially references and incompatible language 
within the documents that will need to be corrected. Staff is committed to 
assisting the Administration Committee with a thorough review and revision of 
these documents over the next year. However, the first step is to adopt the 
documents. 
 
If these three documents are adopted by the Board, throughout this year staff 
intends to collect all external rules, regulations, policies and procedures 
documents and bring them to the Board for adoption as Sections into one of these 
two documents, thereby creating one source of record for the District’s Rules and 
Regulations, one source of record for the District’s Policies and Procedures and 
one source of record for Definitions as they pertain to the District. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Element 9.0 – Update Ordinance 8 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  

No impact to current budget year 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

ORDINANCE NO. 108 

RECENTION AND SUPERSEDING OF ORDINANCE 8 AS AMENDED AND 
ADOPTINGTION OF THE SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT RULES AND 

REGULATIONS 

WHEREAS, the San Lorenzo Valley Water District follows certain rules, regulations, 
policies and procedures currently defined as ‘Ordinance 8’; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that a regular review of the District’s Rules, Regulations, 
Policy’s and Procedures be conducted, allowing for revisions as determined by the 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, after reviewing Ordinance 8 the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District (hereinafter “Board”) recognizes that Ordinance 8 has become outdated 
and inefficient; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the draft Rules and Regulations of the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District as provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District as follows: 

The Board rescinds Ordinance 8 and Ordinances amending Ordinance 8in its entirety, 

AND THEREFORE, The Board adopts the Rules and Regulations of the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District attached to the report of the District Manager dated February 4, 
2016 and incorporated here by reference, 

AND THEREFORE, The Board directs the District Manager to take all action 
necessary to put into effect the intent of this Ordinance. 

************** 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District, County of Santa Cruz, State of California, on the  21st4th day of January 
February 2016, by the following vote of the members thereof: 

 ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:       
 NOES: 
 ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
 
BY:  ____________________________    ATTEST:  ____________________________ 

 Randall Brown                    Holly B. Morrison 
 President, Board of Directors                  District Secretary 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 27 (15-16) 

ADOPTION OF THE SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES AND THE DEFINITIONS OF THE SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISRICT 

WHEREAS, the San Lorenzo Valley Water District follows certain rules, regulations, policies and 
procedures currently defined as ‘Ordinance 8’; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that a regular review of the District’s Rules, Regulations, Policy’s and 
Procedures be conducted, allowing for revisions as determined by the Board; and 

WHEREAS, after reviewing Ordinance 8 the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District (hereinafter “Board”) recognizes that Ordinance 8 has become outdated and 
inefficient; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the draft Policies and Procedures of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District as providedt;  and  

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the draft Definitions of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
as provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District that tas follows: 

The Board adopts the Policies and Procedures of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District as 
attached to the report of the District Manager dated February 4, 2016; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District adopts the Definitions of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District as attached to the 
report of the District Manager dated February 4, 2016, 

AND THEREFORE, The Board directs the District Manager to take all action necessary to put into 
effect the intent of this Resolution. 

************** 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District, 
County of Santa Cruz, State of California, on the 21st 4th day of January February 2016, by the 
following vote of the members thereof: 

 ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:       
 NOES: 
 ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
 
    ____________________________ 

                       Holly B. Morrison 
         District Secretary 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE SAN LORENZO WATER DISTRICT 
(Adopted February 4, 2016) Deleted: December 

Deleted: XX

Deleted: 5
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San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

a 

REVISION LIST: 
 

• 02/04/2016 – Rules and Regulations Adopted by Ordinance 108 
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San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

i 
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San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 
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Article I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.01 Failure to Comply 
For the failure of the customer to comply with the provisions of these Rules and 
Regulations, and any ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to these Rules and 
Regulations, or any ordinance, resolution or order fixing rates and charges of this 
District, a penalty for which has not hereafter been specifically fixed, the 
customer’s service shall be discontinued and water shall not be supplied such 
customer until the customer has complied with the rule or regulations, rate or 
charge violated or, in the event that he cannot comply with said rule or regulation, 
until the District is satisfied that in the future the customer will comply with all the 
rules and regulations established by these Rules and Regulations and with all rates 
and charges of this District.  In addition, the customer shall pay the District for 
renewal of services such sum as the Board of Directors of the District shall by 
resolution fix. 

Section 1.02 Public Records Request Act 
The District will comply with the California Public Records Act, Government Code 
Section 6250 and following, and with California Civil Discovery Statutes, Section 
2016 and following. 

Section 1.03 Removal of Records 
No Original, Historical and Archived documents shall be removed from the District 
offices. Copies, duplicates or reproductions of District records may be released 
from the District Offices in accordance with these Rules and Regulations and other 
applicable law. 

Section 1.04 Severability 
If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, or phrase 
of these Rules and Regulations is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 
constitutionality of the remaining portions of these Rules and Regulations, and the 
Board declares that these Rules and Regulations and phrases thereof would have 
been adopted irrespective of the fact that one or more of such sections, subsection, 
paragraph, sub-paragraph, sentence, clause and phrases thereof would have 
been adopted irrespective of the fact that one or more of such sections, 
subsections, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, or phrase be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 
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Article II. WATER DISTRICT 

Section 2.01 Employees 
The Board may authorize the employment of such employees as are reasonably 
necessary for the proper administration, operation, maintenance and repair of the 
District water system and to fix the compensation to be paid such personnel. 
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Article III. APPLICATION FOR REGULAR WATER SERVICE 

Section 3.01 Water Service Applicant 
Each applicant for regular water service shall be required to sign on a form 
provided by the District. 

Section 3.02 Water Service Application 
Each application shall include the following information:  

(a) Date of application 

(b) Name of applicant 

(c) Street of address of property to be served 

(d) The assessor’s parcel number of the property to be served 

(e) Address to which bills shall be mailed 

(f) Applicant’s ownership in the property.  

(g) Whether the service is for residential, commercial, industrial or institutional 
use.  

Section 3.03 Property Owners Responsible for Bills 
In any instance in which the owner of the premises does not occupy the premises 
as a use or is not the primary user, the owner of the premises shall, nevertheless, 
be primarily responsible for service to the property. Bills shall be mailed to the 
owner at the property owner’s address appearing on the application for service or 
to such other address as the owner may direct in writing. In any event, the owner 
shall be responsible for all water service to the property owner’s premises. 

Section 3.04 Applicant’s Compliance with Rules and Regulations of District 
Such application will signify the customer’s willingness and intention to comply with 
these Rules and Regulations and other ordinances or regulations relating to the 
regular water service and to make payment for water service required. 

Section 3.05 Application Payment 
An application will not be honored unless payment in full has been made for water 
service previously rendered to the applicant by District. 

Section 3.06 Initiation of Service 
Upon receiving the application and upon compliance with applicable rules and 
regulations of the District, for locations with existing service and meter, the District 
will commence water service upon the payment of a fee to cover the average cost 
of commencing such service.  The current average cost is listed on the published 
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Schedule or Rates and Charges.  Upon receiving the application and upon 
compliance with other applicable rules and regulations; for locations with no 
existing service and meter, the District will install a service connection and meter 
upon payment of fees designed to reimburse the District for the cost of the facilities 
required. 

Section 3.07 Service Installation 
Regular water service will be installed at the location determined by the Water 
District.  Service installations will be made only to property abutting on public 
streets or abutting on such distribution mains as may be constructed in alleys or 
easements.  Applicant shall install a control valve and piping which shall extend to 
that point on the curb line or property line offering the easiest access to the District 
from the existing distribution system.  The control valve shall be for the purpose of 
controlling the flow of water to the piping on customer’s premises.   

Section 3.08 Private Pressure Regulating Valve 
The District shall not be responsible for damage to a customer’s piping, appliances 
and facilities occasioned by excessive or fluctuating pressure. To protect the 
customer’s piping, appliances and facilities against excessive or fluctuating 
pressure, the applicant may install a pressure regulating valve. 

Section 3.09 Facility Ownership 
All facilities installed between the main and meter outlet, including the service 
connection and meter shall be and shall remain the property of the District and 
may be accessed, maintained, repaired or replaced by the water District without 
the consent or interference of the owner or occupant of the property.  The property 
owner shall use reasonable care in the protection of the facilities.  No payment 
shall be made for placing or maintaining such facilities on private property.  The 
necessary piping and main valve and pressure regulator located beyond the meter 
outlet shall be the property of the customer and shall be maintained by the 
customer. 

Section 3.10 Application Expiration 
Every application for new service shall become null and void 90 days from the date 
of the application if the applicant fails to complete necessary actions. 

Section 3.11 Appeal of Expired Application 
An applicant whose application has been determined by the Water District to have 
become null and void may appeal such determination to the Board of Directors. 

Section 3.12 Handling of Connection Charge 
Upon application to the District, and determination by the District that the property 
for which water service is requested can be served, the District shall place the 
connection charge into a separate fund.  The money shall remain in said fund until 
it is either 1) refunded to the customer if the application for service is denied, 
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withdrawn, or expires, or 2) transferred to the Capital Improvement Fund after the 
water meter is installed.  Interest on any such funds shall be retained by the District. 

Section 3.13 Written Request for Setting Meter 
The District shall not set the water meter until the applicant has filed with the District 
a written request for setting the meter. 

Section 3.14 Refund Request 
Any property owner who has filed an application for water service with the District, 
paid the connection and installation charges, and the water meter has not been 
set, may file a request for a refund of the water service connection and installation 
charges. Said request may be processed administratively by the District Manager 
if any of the following apply: 

(a) If the property owner filed the application for service and paid the water 
service connection and installation charges, and the water meter has not 
been set, before June 19, 1981, the grounds for granting the request for a 
refund shall be either: 

(i) Changed physical conditions of the subject parcel which render the parcel 
undevelopable; or 

(ii) Changes in Federal, State or local laws or regulations or other 
governmental actions which significantly affect the development potential 
of the property in an adverse manner. 

(b) Upon the refund of the connection and installation charges, any and all rights 
or commitments to applicant’s subject property are total abrogated and 
released. 

(c) If the meter has been set, the property owner may file a request for a hearing 
regarding a refund of the water service connection charges before the Board 
of Directors, as follows: 

(i) The property owner shall file a written request for a hearing addressed to 
the Board or Directors, submitted to the District at its Main Office Address. 

(ii) The request should include the name(s) and address(es) of the property 
owner(s); the address of the property; the Assessor’s Parcel No., and a 
statement of the facts and grounds supporting the request. 

(iii) The request will be heard by the Board within 45 days following receipt of 
the request. The District will provide written notice to the property owner 
of the time, date and place of the hearing at least 10 days in advance of 
the hearing. At the hearing before the Board, the applicant may present 
written and/or oral evidence or testimony. The hearing may be continued 
by the Board to a specified date and time. 
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Article IV. GENERAL USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.01 Number of Services Per Premises.   
The applicant may apply for as many services as may be reasonably required for 
the applicant’s premises provided that the pipeline system from each service shall 
be independent of the others and that they may not be interconnected.  The cost 
of all services over and above the initial service shall be borne by the applicant 

Section 4.02 Supply to Separate Premises.   
No more than one premises shall be served from each service connection. 

Section 4.03 Supply to Multiple Users.   
Separate houses, buildings, living or business quarters, such as motels, mobile 
home parks and the like, under a single control or management, may be served by 
any of the following methods: 

(a) Through separate service connections to each or any unit, provided that the 
pipeline system from each service is independent of the others and that they 
are not interconnected. 

(b) Through a single service connection to the entire premises. 

(c) In the event that any separate house, building, living or business quarter is 
severed from the balance of the property, the property so severed shall be 
required to provide a separate service connection. 

The Water District, however, may require individual service connections for each 
separate house, building, living quarters or business quarter when the Board 
determines that such a requirement is in the best interest of the District. 

Section 4.04 Charges to Multiple Users.   
Charges for water service to multiple users may be fixed by the Board by 
resolution. 

Section 4.05 Water Waste.   
No consumer shall knowingly permit leaks or waste of water. 

Section 4.06 Responsibility for Equipment on Customer Premises.   
All facilities installed by the District on private property for the purpose of rendering 
water service shall remain the property of the District and may be maintained, 
repaired or replaced by the water department without the consent or interference 
of the owner or occupant of the property.  The property owner shall use reasonable 
care in the protection of the facilities.  No payment shall be made for placing or 
maintaining facilities on private property.   
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Section 4.07 Damage to Water System Facilities.   
The customer shall be liable for any damage to the District-owned customer water 
service facilities when such damage results from causes originating on the 
premises.  The cost for repairing any such damage shall be paid by the customer, 
and the cost shall be due and payable to the District upon the District’s rendering 
a bill therefor. 

Section 4.08 Control Valve on the Customer Property.   
The customer shall provide a valve on the customer side of the service installation 
to control the flow of water to the piping on the customers premises. The customer 
shall not use the service curb stop to turn water on and off for the customer’s 
convenience. 

Section 4.09 Interruptions in Service.   
The District shall not be liable for damage which may result from an interruption in 
service from a cause beyond the control of the water district.  Temporary 
shutdowns may be made by the water district to maintain the system or to make 
improvements and repairs.  Whenever possible and as time permits, all customers 
and fire departments affected will be notified prior to making such shutdowns.  
Affected fire departments will be notified promptly upon restoration of service. 

Section 4.10 Ingress and Egress.  
 Representatives from the water district shall have the right of ingress and egress 
to the customer premises at reasonable hours for any purpose reasonably 
connected with the furnishing of water service. 

Section 4.11 Resale of Water.   
Except by agreement with the District, no customer shall resell any of the water 
received by him from the District, nor shall such water be delivered to premises 
than those specified in the application for service. 

Section 4.12 Health and Safety—Discontinuance of Service.   
If a condition on the customer’s premises is found to be hazardous to the health 
and safety of the public arising from the use of water, the use and maintenance of 
any apparatus, appliances, or equipment or otherwise, the water district may 
discontinue service to such premises without notice.  The water district in such 
event shall make reasonable effort to notify the customer of the discontinuance of 
service, and corrective actions shall be taken by the customer before service will 
be restored. 

Section 4.13 Booster Device.   
The District prohibits the attachment of any booster pump to a service on the 
customer’s side of the meter and the use of any other method whereby the 
customer’s share of available water from the water main to which the meter is 
attached is increased beyond the amount which would otherwise be delivered 
through such meter. 
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Section 4.14 Customer’s Facilities.   
The District shall not be responsible for open appliances or faulty fixtures or broken 
or damaged pipes nor for loss of water beyond the customer’s side of the meter 
outlet. 

Section 4.15 Unauthorized Water Distribution Facilities.   
In the event that a District representative identifies unauthorized water distribution 
facilities or water access facilities that connect to the District water system, or 
otherwise provide access to, convey or transport District water, a District 
representative may remove or disable such unauthorized water distribution 
devices or facilities and may store same at the District Office until such user(s) or 
customer(s) comply with District rules and regulations and State and local law 
regulating water services. 
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Article V. METERS 

Section 5.01 Installation.   
All services shall be metered.  A sum of money as set forth in the rate schedules 
shall be deposited with the District prior to installation of the facilities to pay all of 
the cost of said installation.  Title to the meters shall be held by the District. 

Section 5.02 Meter Installations.   
The District shall install meters as close to the curb or property line as possible. 
Exact meter placement shall be at the discretion of the District, taking into 
consideration such factors as physical features, ease of access, easements and 
right-of-ways. 

Section 5.03 Change in Location of Meters.   
Meters relocated for the convenience of the customer will be relocated at the 
customer’s expense.  An advance deposit shall be required for every relocation as 
listed on the current Schedule or Rates and Charges.  Any relocation must be 
approved by the District Manager.  Meters moved to protect the District’s property 
will be moved at the District’s expense.  Meters shall be relocated only by the water 
District or under its supervision.  By resolution the Board may provide for the 
customer’s paying for a new service if the relocation of the meter exceeds a 
distance specified in the resolution.  This section applies only to the change in 
location of a meter at a single premise. 

Section 5.04 Meter Reading.   
Meters will be read monthly. 

Section 5.05 Obstruction of Meter.  
 It is the responsibility of the customer to maintain clear access to the meter at all 
times.  No earth, rock, pavement, vegetation, construction, appurtenances, vehicle 
or obstructions of any kind whatsoever shall be allowed to interfere with or obstruct 
access of District personnel or representatives in the performance of their duties 
regarding the meter and its appurtenances and District facilities.  Violation of this 
section shall result in District personnel posting on the premises a written notice of 
violation with directions to correct the problem within five days.  Failure to correct 
the violation within five days after the notice is posted shall result in the District 
employing whatever alternate means are necessary to proceed with District 
operations, and all costs incurred plus a ten percent penalty as a result of failure 
to timely correct the violation and maintain clear access to the District meter shall 
be charged to the customer.  

Section 5.06 Meter Tests—Deposit. 
All meters will be tested prior to installation, and no meter will be installed which 
registers more than two per cent (2%) fast.  Any customer may request that the 
meter serving the customer’s premises be tested by the water district.  Such 
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request shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by a deposit as fixed by the 
Board by resolution.  Upon receipt of such request and the required deposit, the 
District Manager shall cause the meter to be tested.  The customer shall have the 
right to require the District to conduct the test in the customer’s presence, or in the 
presence of the customer’s representative.  If the meter is found to register more 
than two per cent more water than actually passes through it, the deposit will be 
retained by the District. 

Section 5.07 Adjustment for Meter Errors.  
 If the meter shall be found to register over two percent more water than actually 
passes through it, the water bill for the current month shall be adjusted 
proportionately. 

Section 5.08 Meter Maintenance.   
The District shall maintain, repair and renew all meters when such maintenance, 
repair, or renewal is made necessary by reason of normal wear and tear. 

Section 5.09 Meter Test Deposit, Amount of.   
The meter testing deposits required to be made shall be $25.00. 

Section 5.10 Policy on Water Connection Transfers.   
No water service connections or meters shall be transferred from one premises or 
parcel to another as provided herein. 

Section 5.11 Development of a Transfer Tracking System.   
The District Manager shall develop and implement a Water Meter Transfer 
Tracking System in the District. 

Section 5.12 Exclusions from the Water Meter Transfer Policy.   
No meter shall be transferred if any of the following situations occur: 

(a) A main extension is required. 

(b) Any exceptions to District rules and regulations are required. 

(c) A parcel to which a meter is to be transferred is located in a water connection 
moratorium area. 

(d) A parcel to which a meter is to be transferred requires a larger meter, a 
different building zoning, different uses or requirements. 

(e) The parcel from which the meter is to be transferred is developed or has an 
existing structure which is, or has been served by the meter to be 
transferred. 

Section 5.13 Conditions on the Transfer of Water Meters.   
Water meter transfers are subject to the following conditions. 
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(f) A customer must file a written request for a water service meter transfer with 
the Board describing the transfer and the reasons for such a transfer. 

(g) The Board shall consider a maximum of 5 transfers per year and give 
approval to transfer requests only during July of any year. 

(h) The customer may transfer a water meter service from and to another parcel 
within the District only if that customer is the owner of record of both parcels. 

(i) In no event shall service be permitted to both the transferor and the 
transferee parcels at the same time.  Upon transfer of the water service 
meter to a different parcel, all service to the other parcel shall be terminated. 

(j) For parcels that have had their connection transferred away, reinstatement 
of meters and service connection  meter fees are to be paid according to the 
current Schedule or Rates and Charges. 

(k) The District Manager shall note on all applications for connections, that the 
meter may be transferred and the property owner is advised to check with 
the District to ensure a meter is currently on the parcel. 

(l) All transfers shall be approved only if a document is recorded with the 
property the meter has been transferred from showing that the meter for the 
property no longer exists. 

(m) Customers transferring meters shall pay all costs for termination of the old 
service and installation of the transferred meter in accordance with District 
rules and regulations, less credit for any previous payments toward 
installation costs, if the meter has not already been installed. 

(n) Transfers require the installation of the proposed meter to be transferred, 
and termination of any existing service facilities on the parcel from which the 
meter was transferred, within 60 days of approval by the Board. 

Section 5.14 Meters Existing in District Records. 
Only connections existing in District records shall be honored for transfer by the 
District.  All other parcels not shown in District records as having a water meter 
connection shall be subject to these Rules and Regulations on Connection fees. 
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Article VI. CREDIT 

Section 6.01 Establishment and Maintenance of Credit.   
The Board, as prescribed by resolution, may require from each applicant for water 
service a security deposit in an amount not exceeding one year’s charges either 
from persons receiving water service or from the owners of the property to which 
or in connection with which water service is rendered.  The Board may require a 
guarantee by the owner of property that bills for service to the property or the 
occupants thereof will be paid. 

Section 6.02 Application of Deposit to Water Bill.   
The District may apply, without notice, the amount of any deposit prescribed herein 
toward the payment of any water bill or other indebtedness which may become 
past due and owning to the District and to unpaid bills for water service when such 
service has been discontinued. 

Section 6.03 Replacement or Change of Deposit.   
The District Manager may require, as a condition of service at any time, that the 
deposit prescribed herein be replaced if the deposit or any part thereof has been 
applied to the payment of any bill or indebtedness to the District, or may require 
that the deposit be increased if depleted, found to be insufficient or good cause 
otherwise exists. 

Section 6.04 Return of Deposit.  
 The deposit made by any applicant or property owner may be refunded upon 
discontinuance of service, the District shall refund any balance in the customer’s 
deposit in excess of unpaid bills or other indebtedness to the District. 
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Article VII. BILLING 

Section 7.01 Billing Period.  
The regular billing period will be monthly. 

Section 7.02 Opening and Closing Bills.   
Opening and closing bills for less than the normal billing period shall be pro-rated 
both as to the basic charges and quantity charges 

Section 7.03 Payment of Bills.   
Bills for water service shall be made available electronically, mailed or delivered to 
each customer as soon as convenient after the reading of the meter.  Bills shall be 
payable upon presentation. 

Section 7.04 Commencement of Liability for Monthly Basic Charge.   
The applicant shall become a customer of the District and shall become liable for 
and shall be billed for the basic monthly charge from the date that the water meter 
is set. 

Section 7.05 Special Request Billing Periods 
Whenever a customer desires a billing at a time other than the normal billing 
period, the customer requesting the bill shall pay to the Water District an advance 
fee of $20.00. The District shall read the meter, calculate the bill to the date read, 
and mail a bill marked “mid-term billing” to the customer.  The special billing would 
appear on the owner’s account, and would show as a prior balance if not paid.  The 
owner of the property is responsible for this bill, as other bills. 

Section 7.06 Billings of Separate Meters Not Combined.   
Separate bills will be rendered for each meter installation except where the water 
district has, for its convenience, installed two or more meters in place of one meter. 

Section 7.07 Exemption from Liability for Basic Monthly Charge Due to Storm 
Damage 
A property owner may file a statement with the District stating that their structure 
cannot be occupied due to damage resulting from storm events or other natural 
disasters. Said statement shall be filed within 120 days of the cause of occurrence. 
 
Upon making findings and determinations that the customer’s structure cannot be 
occupied as a result of a natural disaster, the District Manager may determine that 
the customer is exempt from the basic monthly charge. Exemption will be allowed 
for a period of up to 3 years from the date of determination or until the customer 
requests continuance of service, whichever occurs first. 
 
No customer shall at any time, in any manner, obtain water from the service 
connection while exempt from the liability of the basic monthly charge. The District 
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may lock or remove the meter to protect the District against fraud or abuse. Should 
the customer not repair or replace the damaged structure or request continuance 
of service within the time allowed, the service shall be considered vacated. 

Section 7.08 Automatic Time Extension 
The time limit for exemption from liability for basic monthly charge under these 
Rules and Regulations shall be automatically extended for the number of days the 
property owner is in litigation with the County regarding issuance of approvals to 
rebuild the structure, or with the property insurer regarding coverage of the loss, 
but not the monetary amount of the loss. 
 
“Litigation” means an actual suit in Superior Court of U.S. District Court. 
 
“In Litigation” is time litigation is continuously pending, and starts the day when suit 
is actually filed and ends when judgment is entered, dismissal is filed with the Court 
Clerk, or a preliminary injunction is issued. No appellate time, whether or not a stay 
is obtained, pre-filing time, or breaks in pendency will be counted. 
 
Litigation shall not revive a statement-filing period which has expired. Any owner 
shall have not less than 10 District working days to file a claim after a matter is no 
longer in litigation.
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Article VIII. DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE 

Section 8.01 Disconnection for Non-Payment.   
Service may be discontinued for non-payment of a bill for water service, if the bill 
is not paid within thirty (30) days after presentation.  At least five days prior to such 
discontinuance the customer will be sent a final notice informing such customer 
that discontinuance will be enforced if payment is not made within the time 
specified in such notice.  The failure of the District to send or the failure of any 
person to receive such notice shall not affect the District’s powers hereunder. 

Section 8.02 Charges During Discontinuance of Service.   
After discontinuance of water service for violation of a San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District Rules and Regulations, the customer shall pay to the District a Turn-Off 
Charge of $20.00 each time the customer violates these Rules and Regulations 
after that customer’s water has been turned off. 

Section 8.03 Unsafe Apparatus.   
Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises where apparatus 
or appliances are in use which may endanger or disturb the service to other 
customers 

Section 8.04 Cross Connections.   
Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises where there exists 
a cross connection in violation of these Rules and Regulations, State or Federal 
laws. 

Section 8.05 Fraud or Abuse.   
Service may be discontinued if necessary to protect the District against fraud or 
abuse. 

Section 8.06 Non-compliance with Regulations.   
Service may be discontinued for non-compliance with these Rules and Regulations 
or any other ordinance or regulations relating to the water service. 

Section 8.07 Discontinuance Upon Vacating Premises.   
Customers desiring to discontinue service shall notify the District reasonably well 
in advance of the desired date of discontinuance.  The customer shall be required 
to pay all water charges until the date of discontinuance.  At the time of 
discontinuance, the meter will be read and a closing bill rendered.  Unless 
discontinuance of service is ordered, the customer shall be liable for charges 
whether or not any water is used. 
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Article IX. COLLECTION 

Section 9.01 Penalty.   
Penalties shall be established by Resolution for unpaid rates and charges. 

Section 9.02 Suit.   
All unpaid rates, charges and penalties may be collected by suit. 

Section 9.03 48-Hour Notice.   
If an employee is dispatched to leave a 48-hour notice due to non-payment, failure 
to sign up for service, a returned check on water bill or sewer bill, or any other 
reason, but prior to the actual disconnection of the service or the District receives 
payment of the delinquent bill, the customer shall pay to the District a charge of 
$20.00 

Section 9.04 Charge for Returned Check   
For any check tendered to the District in payment of rates or charges under these 
Rules and Regulations which is returned by the bank upon which it is drawn 
because of insufficient funds, no account, or other similar reason, the person on 
whose account such check was tendered shall pay a handling charge of $10.00 in 
addition to any other penalties provided by law, and any charges imposed by a 
bank n the District’s account.  Written notice will be sent to the customer to pay the 
returned check and the $10.00 charge within ten days, either by cash or certified 
check.  After the ten days have expired, the procedure for the 48-hour notice and 
discontinuance of service shall apply. 

Section 9.05 Installment Payments, Interest.   
The manager may enter into an arrangement with any customer against whom 
there are unpaid rates, charges, and penalties whereby the customer may p ay 
such unpaid rates, charges and penalties in installments, provided such unpaid 
rates, charges and penalties are paid within twelve (12) months from the date of 
delinquency and provided that there shall be included in the installments interest 
on such unpaid rates, charges and penalties at the rate of ten percent (10%) per 
annum from the date of delinquency.  The provisions of this section shall not be in 
lieu of other procedures contained in the District’s rules and regulations for the 
collection of delinquencies, but shall be an additional and separate procedure for 
collection unpaid rates, charges, and penalties. 

Section 9.06 Lien Procedure for Unpaid Charges for Water or Other Services.   
Pursuant to California Water Code, if there are delinquent and unpaid charges for 
water and other services that remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty (60) days or 
more, the District may proceed to collect those charges by recording a lien upon 
the real property as set forth herein. 
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(a) Notice of Delinquent and Unpaid Charges to Holder of Title to Land.  The 
District shall notify the holder of title to land whenever delinquent and unpaid 
charges for water or other services which could become a lien on such 
property pursuant to these Rules and Regulations and California Water 
Code remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty days. 

(b) Annual Statement of Delinquent Charges to County for Collection With 
Taxes—Lien on Real Property.  If there are delinquent and unpaid charges 
for water or other services that remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty days 
or more, the Board of Directors shall, annually, on or before August 1st of 
each year, furnish to the County Board of Supervisors and to the Auditor, a 
written statement of those charges that remain delinquent and unpaid for 
sixty cays or more on July 1st of each year.  The amount of any charges for 
water and other services included in said statement shall be added to and 
become a part of the annual taxes next levied upon the property which is 
delinquent, and shall constitute a lien on that property as of the same time 
and in the same manner as does the tax lien securing such annual taxes. 

(c) Certificate Against Person Liable for Charges:  Lien Against that Person’s 
Real Property (Renters).  In addition to furnishing an annual statement of 
unpaid and delinquent charges to the County for collection with the annual 
property taxes, the District may secure the amount of unpaid charges at any 
time by filing for record in the office of the County Recorder a certificate 
specifying: 

(i) The amount of such charges. 

(ii)   The name and address of the person liable therefor. 

(d) From the time of recordation of the certificate, the amount required to be 
paid together with interest and penalty constitutes a lien upon all real 
property in the County owned by the person or acquired by him at any time 
before the lien expires.  The lien has the force, priority and effect of a 
judgment lien and shall continue for ten years from the date of the filing of 
the certificate unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. 

Section 9.07 Deducting Delinquencies and Other Debts from Disbursements.   
Whenever a person has incurred any delinquency, debt, or other financial 
obligation to the District for any District services rendered or materials or 
equipment supplied, the amount of such obligation due the District may be 
deducted from any deposits, credits, refunds or other disbursement from the 
District to such person, at the discretion of the District Manager. 

Section 9.08 Transfer of Delinquent Account to Active Account of Same Owner.   
If a District customer receives water or sewerage services at more than one 
location and has more than one account with the District and if such customer 
terminates one customer leaves an account with a balance owing and 
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subsequently desires to open a new account with the District, such balance owing 
or such delinquency may be transferred to any other new or active service account 
held by the same customer. 

Section 9.09 Collection of Current Yearly and Delinquent Charges for 
Wastewater Management Systems and Services with General Taxes:  
Authorization.   
Health and Safety Code and the Water Code authorize the District to prescribe 
and collect fees and charges for sanitation and sewerage facilities and services, 
and further provide for the collection of current yearly and delinquent charges with 
general taxes as set forth herein, as an alternative to any other collection 
procedure. 

Section 9.10 Adoption of Collection Procedure.   
The procedure for the collection of current yearly and delinquent charges for 
wastewater services with general taxes as an alternative collection method as set 
forth in the Health and Safety Code is hereby adopted by the Board of Directors of 
the San Lorenzo Valley Water District and made a part of these Rules and 
Regulations. 

Section 9.11 Election by Board of Directors to Collect Fees on Tax Roll.   
The Board may, by ordinance or resolution approved by a two-thirds vote, elect to 
have current yearly and delinquent charges and fees for the sanitation and 
sewerage facilities and services collected n the County tax roll together with 
general taxes. 

Section 9.12 Written Report.   
As required by Health and Safety Code, if the Board elects to implement the 
described collection procedure, it shall require a written report to be prepared each 
year and filed with the District Secretary, which shall contain a description of each 
parcel of real property receiving such services and facilities and the amount of the 
charge which is current yearly and delinquent for each parcel for the year 
computed, in conformity with the District Rules and Regulations or resolutions 
fixing such charges. 

Section 9.13 Publication of Notice of Report and Hearing.   
The District Secretary shall cause notice of the filing of said report and of the time 
and place of the hearing thereon to be published pursuant to Government Code 
6066, once a week for two successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing, in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the county. 

Section 9.14 Mailed Notice.   
Before collecting such charges on the tax roll for the first time, the District Secretary 
shall cause a written notice of (1) the filing of the written report; (2) the proposed 
collection of the charges with the general taxes and (3) the time and place of the 
public hearing n the report and collection to the person named on the last equalized 
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assessment roll available at the address shown or as known to the Secretary.  If 
the Board adopts the report, then the requirements for written notice shall not apply 
to hearings on reports prepared in subsequent fiscal years and notice by 
publication shall be adequate. 

Section 9.15 Noticed Public Hearing.   
At the notice of public hearing, the Board shall hear and consider all objections or 
protests, if any, to said report and may continue the hearing from time to time.  If 
the Board finds that protest is made by the owners of a majority of separate parcels 
of property listed in the report, then the report shall not be adopted and the charges 
shall be collected by alternate methods. 

Section 9.16 Determination by Board.   
Upon conclusion of the hearing, the Board may adopt, change, reduce, or modify 
any charge or overrule any or all objections and shall make its determination on 
each charge as described in said report which determination shall be filed. 

Section 9.17 Filing of Report.   
On or before the tenth day of August of each year following such final 
determination, the District Secretary shall file with the County Auditor a copy of 
said report with a statement signed by the Secretary that the report has been finally 
adopted by the Board of Directors.  The County Auditor shall enter the amount of 
the charges against the respective lot or parcels of land as they appear on the 
current assessment roll.  Where any such parcels are outside the boundaries of 
the District, they shall be added to the assessment roll of the District for the 
purpose of collecting such charges.  If the property is not described on the roll, the 
auditor may enter the description thereon together with the amounts of the 
charges, as shown on the report. 

Section 9.18 Lien.   
Except as provided in Health and Safety Code 5473.8 regarding bona fide 
purchasers for value without prior recorded notice, the amount of the charges shall 
constitute a lien against the lot or parcel of land against which the charge has been 
imposed as of noon on the first Monday in March immediately preceding the date 
of levy. 

Section 9.19 Inclusion of Charges in Bills for Taxes.   
The tax collector shall include the amount of the charges on bills for taxes levied 
against the respective lots and parcels of land. 

Section 9.20 Collection; Delinquency Date; Penalty.   
Thereafter the amount f the charges shall be collected at the same time and in the 
same manner and by the same persons as, together with and not separately from, 
the general taxes, and shall be delinquent at the same time and thereafter be 
subject to the same delinquency penalties.  All laws applicable to the levy, 
collection and enforcement of general taxes are applicable to such charges. 
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Section 9.21 Lien; Recording, Force, Effect, and Priority.   
Charges for services and facilities furnished by the District shall constitute a lien 
against the lot or parcel of land against which the charge was imposed if said 
charges remain delinquent for a period of 60 days, and the District shall include a 
statement to each property owner which shall notify the property owner of the lien 
provided by this section for delinquent payment of charges.  The lien provided 
herein shall have no force or effect until recorded with the County Recorder, and 
when so recorded shall have the force, effect and priority of a judgment lien, and 
continue for three years from the time of recording unless sooner released or 
otherwise discharged. 
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Article X. COMPLAINTS AND DISPUTED BILLS 

Section 10.01 Report and Adjustments.   
Customer complaints regarding water service or disputes regarding the 
correctness of a bill for water service shall be directed to the District Manager for 
consideration and adjustment. 

Section 10.02 Complaints at Board Hearing.   
If a customer is unable to resolve their complaints through discussion with the 
District Manger, the customer may either submit their complaint in writing with a 
full and detailed explanation to the Board, or the customer may appear in person 
before the Board at any regular meeting.    

Section 10.03 Disputed Bills.   
If a resolution to a disputed bill cannot be reached between the customer and the 
Manager, the customer within twenty (20) days after the bill becomes due and 
payable may deposit with the District the amount of the disputed bill, together with 
a full explanation of the dispute.  The remittance so deposited shall be made 
payable t the District, and the District shall be notified that the deposit is against a 
disputed bill.  At its regular meeting following receipt of the deposit, the Board will 
hear the dispute and will render its decision thereon.  The hearing for good cause 
may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Board.  Service will not be 
discontinued pending the outcome of the hearing, provided that subsequent bills 
are paid or the amount thereof deposited unconditionally with the District. 

Section 10.04 Water Bill Adjustment 
A customer may request in writing an adjustment on their water bill, stating that the 
bill for water service was excessive due to the loss of water beyond the meter 
outlet as a result of a faulty fixture or broken or damaged pipe. Upon making a 
finding and determination that the customer’s bill for water service is excessively 
high, that the customer exercised timely and reasonable diligence in correcting the 
problem which resulted in excessive water consumption, and that the consumption 
could have reasonably gone unnoticed, the District Manager may authorize 
adjustment of the customer’s bill. 
 
Whenever the District approves a customer’s request for adjustment due to loss of 
water beyond the meter, the consumptive tier charge applicable to the last unit of 
usage for the customer’s annual average monthly usage shall be utilized and 
applied to all units of consumption in excess of the customer’s monthly annual 
usage.  
 
The customer’s actual total water charges due the District for said period will be 
recalculated based upon the aforementioned procedure. The customer’s bill shall 
be adjusted by 50% of the usage in excess of the customer’s annual average 
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monthly usage. Excluded from the adjustment will be any and all amounts in 
excess of $2,500. 
 
Said adjustment may only be administered one time per customer account and 
may only be applied to one billing period. In addition, the District Manager may 
enter into an arrangement for repayment of such excessive bill, providing all unpaid 
charges are paid within 24 months. The customer shall pay the adjusted water bill. 
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Article XI. PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE 

Section 11.01 Payment of Cost.   
The applicant for private fire protection service shall pay the total actual cost of 
installation of the service from the distribution main to the customer’s premises 
including the cost of a detector check, meter or other suitable and equivalent 
device, valve and meter box, said installation to become the property of the District. 

Section 11.02 No Connection to Other System.   
There shall be no connections between this fire protection system and any other 
water distribution system on the premises. 

Section 11.03 Use.   
There shall be no water used through the fire protection service except to 
extinguish accidental fires and for testing the fire equipment. 

Section 11.04 Meter rates.   
Any consumption of water recorded on the meter will be charged for at such rates 
as the Board may fix by resolution, except that no charge will be made for water 
used to extinguish accidental fires where such fires have been reported to the fire 
department. 

Section 11.05 Monthly rates.   
The monthly rates for private fire protection shall be established by the Board. 
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Article XII. RATES AND CHARGES 

Section 12.01 Establishment of Rates and Charges.  
 The Board may by resolution establish the rates and charges for all services which 
the District is authorized to furnish.  Such rates and charges shall be fixed to apply 
uniformly throughout the District or within areas within the District according to the 
circumstances that prevail in such areas. 

Section 12.02 Connection Fee – Bear Creek Road Main Extension 
The District has installed and paid for a water main extension in Bear Creek Road 
commencing approximately 2,950 feet from Highway 9 and extending to the 
entrance of Bear Creek Estates Subdivision, thereby increasing the service area 
of the District. In addition to all other regular charges for service connections 
prevailing from time to time, charges based upon meter size as shown on the 
District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges as ‘Bear Creek Road Main 
Extension Connection Fees’ shall be paid upon application for any service 
connections made to or served by the said water main extension, except 
connections made to the Bear Creek Estates distribution system. 

Section 12.03 Connection Fee 
Each applicant for new water service connection shall pay a connection fee to the 
District at the time of filing an application for water service based upon the size of 
the meter to be installed according the District’s most current Schedule of Rates 
and Charges. 
 
No application for a new water service shall be deemed complete until the 
connection fee is paid to the District. The connection fee shall be in addition to the 
charge for the installation of water service and private fire protection service and 
other pre-connection charges established by the Board of Directors. 

Section 12.04 Exemption 
No applicant for new water service connection shall be exempt from the payment 
of the connection fee unless specifically exempted therefrom by resolution of the 
Board of Directors. Such exemption shall be granted only upon a finding by the 
Board of Directors that facilities or other consideration are furnished to the District 
in lieu of the capital costs component upon which the connection fee is based. 

Section 12.05 Meter Installation for Regular Water Service, Charges For 
The charges for setting meters for regular water service are established as shown 
on the District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges. 
 
The District shall install the meter at cost. Where the cost is greater than the 
deposit, the Applicant shall pay the District the balance. Where the deposit is 
greater than the cost, the District shall refund the remaining amount. 

Deleted: <#> ... [7]
Deleted: <#>ATES

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

3461



 

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

25 

Section 12.06 Water Charges – Regular Service 

(a) The standard minimum monthly fixed water charge per meter shall be as 
shown on the District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges. 

(b) Each residential dwelling unit receiving water service from the District shall 
have metered water service which shall be sized in accordance with District 
standards. 

(i) Definition – For purposes of this section, a residential dwelling unit is 
defined as each structure or unit within a structure which is designed, 
constructed or used for human habitation and which is improved with 
cooking facilities and permanent connections to sanitation facilities and 
has an area for sleeping. Examples of residential dwelling units include a 
single family residence, each apartment within an apartment building, 
each unit of a duplex, each mobile home unit or trailer unit within a mobile 
home park or trailer park, a cabin and a trailer. This definition does not 
include recreational vehicles designed and used for intermittent 
recreational use. However, if a recreational vehicle or similar unit is 
actually used as a permanent dwelling unit and otherwise meets the 
definition herein, it shall be charged as a residential dwelling unit. 

(c) Each parcel improved with one or more residential dwelling units shall have 
a water meter sized in accordance with District standards. 

(d) Each parcel improved with one or more residential dwelling units shall be 
required to have a separate meter for each dwelling unit.  

(e) A customer who is dissatisfied with the determination of the District Manager 
regarding the classification of a structure or a recreational vehicle as a 
residential dwelling unit may appeal that determination to the Board of 
Directors. 

(f) The owner of a parcel which is improved with two or more residential 
dwelling units may appeal the water meter size requirements set forth in this 
section on the grounds that: The additional unit or units is/are used or 
occupied fewer than forty days per year; and such use is limited to personal 
guests of the occupants of the main unit; and that such additional units are 
not let, leased or rented. An application for a variance shall be filed pursuant 
to the appeal procedure set forth in this section. The Board of directors may 
grant such a variance, with conditions, including time limitations, and may 
also revoke such variance for good cause. The Board of Directors shall set 
an annual review date of the first meeting in November of each year to 
consider expirations, new applications and applications for renewal of such 
meter size variances. This review date is not exclusive, and the Board may 
schedule additional hearings on variations as appropriate. 
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Section 12.07 Water Charges - Surplus Water 
Fixed charges and unit charges for surplus water shall be established by the Board 
of Directors from time to time.  

Section 12.08 Account Establishment Deposit and Charge 
A non-refundable account establishment deposit of $40.00 shall be required when 
setting up a new account. 
 
The account establishment deposit shall be held by the District until the property 
is transferred and the account is closed, at which time the deposit will be applied 
to the closing bill. Interest on such deposit, if any, shall accrue at the same rate of 
other District investments. 
 
The account establishment deposit shall be $15.00 if the applicant opening the 
account has another account with the District which is active and current. 

Section 12.09 Sizing of Meters 
Meters shall be sized on a fixture unit basis. Fixture units shall be counted as 
provided in the most currently adopted Uniform Plumbing Code of the State of 
California (UPC). Water supply outlets for items not listed within the UPC shall be 
computed at their maximum demand. The total equivalent fixture units on the 
actual installation shall be added up and the meter shall be sized in accordance 
with District Standards. 
 
Applicants shall provide plans to the District showing the fixture units anticipated 
for the house. Should the final count of actually installed fixture units be greater 
than those anticipated, then the actually installed units shall be the basis for sizing 
of the meter and paying connection fees. 

Section 12.10 Connection Charges 
Connection charges shall be based upon the size of the meter determined by the 
District. Connection charges for Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems shall be equal 
to the meter size excluding the count of fixture units for the fire sprinklers. Existing 
domestic services shall pay additional connection charges if a fixture unit count of 
all fixtures attached to the meter requires a larger meter, excluding the count of 
fixture units for fire sprinklers. 

Section 12.11 Water Meter Review Sheet 
The District will prepare water meter review sheets for any proposed fire sprinkler 
system in combination with a domestic service. The District will deny those 
systems which exceed the capabilities of the District’s infrastructure in any 
particular area. The applicant may appeal a denial to the Board of Directors. 

Section 12.12 Customer Responsibility for Worn-out meters 
All District customers, regardless of whether they have combined fire sprinklers 
and domestic systems, or simply domestic systems, are responsible for the entire 
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cost of replacing undersized meters worn-out due to excessive flows; either 
intermittent or continuous. The District shall accumulate the costs of replacing a 
worn-out meter and shall charge the customer the cost that has been incurred. 
Larger meters installed due to higher flows shall pay additional connection charges 
for the increase in meter size. 

Section 12.13 Exclusion of Liability for Loss or Supply or Pressure 
An applicant requesting service shall indemnify and hold the District, its officers 
and employees harmless from any claims that may result from the failure to supply 
adequate flow, adequate pressure or the changing of the District’s system 
operation which might affect either the fire or domestic service. Additionally, any 
losses that might occur due to such an effect will also be excluded from recovery. 

Section 12.14 Water Use 
The customer is responsible for all charges resulting from water going through the 
meter regardless of its ultimate use. 

Section 12.15 Signature on Waiver 
All applicants for service shall sign a waiver informing them that the District is not 
responsible for delivering adequate water supply, adequate pressure or 
maintaining connections within certain pressure zones and that the District will not 
be responsible for ay damages due to the failure of any private fire system. 

Section 12.16 Residential Fire Sprinkler System 
A residential fire sprinkle system up to a one-inch meter sizing may be installed in 
conjunction with a domestic service through a single service line supplying a new 
residential dwelling. All fire sprinkler systems above the size of one-inch meter size 
shall be installed in accordance with current District Standards. 
 
The charges for installation of a joint domestic and residential fire protection 
service shall be at the actual cost to the District. The applicant shall place a deposit 
with the District. The amount of deposit shall be determined by the District Manger 
based on specific conditions of the installation. Costs exceeding the deposit shall 
be paid to the District by the applicant prior to receiving service. Any deposit money 
remaining after installation will be refunded to the applicant. Upon request, the 
District will provide a detailed cost breakdown for the installation of a residential 
fire sprinkler service. 

Section 12.17 Collection Charge 
If an employee is dispatched to discontinue water service for non-payment of a 
water bill or sewer bill, but prior to the actual disconnection of the service the 
District receives payment of the delinquent bill, the customer shall pay the sum of 
$20.00 in addition to the tendered payment of the delinquent bill. 
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Section 12.18 Reconnection Charge 
After a discontinuance of water service for violation of these Rules and Regulations 
or any other ordinance or resolution, the customer shall pay to the District a 
reconnection charge of $40.00 to reconnect water service. 
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Article XIII. SEWERAGE RULES, REGULATIONS, RATES, AND CHARGES 

Section 13.01 Service Charge 
The charge for sewerage service within the service area of the Bear Creek Estates 
Sewage Treatment Plant is $45.00 per month. 

Section 13.02 Regulation of Sewerage Discharge—Bear Creek Estates 

(a) Purpose.  The purpose of these Rules and Regulations is to control and 
regulate sewage, liquid waste and industrial waste discharges into the 
sewerage system and treatment facilities of Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, 
and 5 and maintained by the San Lorenzo Valley Water District so the 
operations of and discharges from the sewerage system comply with all 
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the provisions of the federal Clean Water Act and the Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Control Act, as implemented and enforced by the Central 
Coast Region Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

(b) Scope.  These wastewater discharge Rules and Regulations sets uniform 
requirements for all waste discharges into the wastewater collection and 
treatment system and enables the San Lorenzo Valley Water District to 
comply with the administrative provisions of the Clean Water Grant 
regulations.  The water quality requirements are set by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board and the applicable effluent limitations, national 
standards of performance, toxic and pretreatment effluent standards, and 
any other discharge criteria which are required or authorized by State or 
Federal law, and are to derive the maximum public benefit by regulating the 
quality and quantity f wastewater discharged into those systems.  These 
Rules and Regulations provides for the establishment of a surveillance and 
enforcement procedure to control the discharge of quality and quantity of 
certain wastes.  Revenues derived from the costs required by these Rules 
and Regulations shall be used to defray the District’s cost of conducting 
operation and maintenance of the system.  The provisions of these Rules 
and Regulations shall apply to the discharge of all wastes to a public sewer 
of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District’s Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, 
and 5 wastewater treatment facility. 

(c) Policy.  The San Lorenzo Valley Water District protects the health, welfare 
and safety of the local residents by constructing, operating and maintaining 
a system of local sewers and laterals, trunk sewers and interceptors, and 
liquid waste treatment and disposal facilities that service the homes of 
residents in Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, and 5.  The following basic 
policies apply to sewage and liquid waste discharged into the sewerage 
system provided such wastes will not: 
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(i) Contain toxics or other pollutants in amounts of concentration that 
endanger public health. 

(ii) Detrimentally affect the local environments; 

(iii) Create nuisances such as odors, insects, etc. 

(iv) Endanger the physical integrity of the treatment works; 

(v) Impose excessive collection, treatment or disposal costs on the District; 

(vi) Significantly interfere with wastewater treatment processes; or 

(vii) Cause violation of effluents or water quality limits and quantity 
requirements hereinafter established. 

(viii) The highest and best use of the sewerage system is the collection, 
treatment, and reclamation or disposal of domestic sewage.  The use of 
the sewerage system for industrial waste discharges is strictly forbidden 
by these Rules and Regulations.  Users of the system will be required to 
comply with requirements as established by (1) The Environmental 
Protection Agencies of the United States; (2) State Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Central Coast Region; (3) Santa Cruz County, and (4) San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District when discharging sewage and/or applying 
for approval to hook up a new home to the system and begin the discharge 
of sewage to the system. 

(d) Inspection.  Water District inspectors or other authorized personnel shall 
identify themselves when entering any property for inspection purposes or 
when inspecting the work of any contractor.  Inspection of every facility that 
is involved with the discharge of waste to the sewage collection and 
treatment facilities may be made by the District Manager or the Manager’s 
representative.  Inspections may be made to determine that such facilities 
are maintained and operated properly and are adequate to meet the 
provisions of these Rules and Regulations.  Access to all facilities connected 
to the sewerage system shall be given to authorized personnel at all 
reasonable times or at other times when occasioned by emergency 
conditions.  No person shall interfere with, delay, resist or refuse entrance to 
an authorized inspector attempting to inspect any waste generation, 
conveyance or treatment facility connected to the sewerage system. 

(e) Enforcement of Rules and Regulations.  An authorized representative of the 
Water District may issue a Notice of non-Compliance/Order to Correct, or a 
Notice of Violation.  A Notice of Non-Compliance/Order to Correct requires 
the party in violation to correct the identified non-compliance within 30 days, 
or as determined by the Water District. If at the end of that time the non-
compliance condition has not been corrected to the District’s requirements, 
a Notice of Violation will be issued.. 
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(f) Penalty for Violations.  Any person who knowingly makes any false 
statement, representation, record, report, plan, r other document filed with 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board and/or the State Water Resources 
Control Board, or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders 
inaccurate any monitoring device or method required by the laws of the State 
of California shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) or by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than six 
months or by both. Upon issuance of a Notice of Violation the District will 
begin charging penalties as specified below. Additionally, discontinuance of 
Service may be enforced.  

 
Any person who willfully or negligently discharges pollutants except as allowed by 
waste discharge requirements or who willfully or negligently violates any effluent 
standard, water quality related effluent standard, national standard of 
performance, toxicity, or who violates any cease and desist order, prohibition, or 
waste discharge requirements shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-
five thousand ($25,000) nor less than two thousand five hundred ($2,500) for each 
day in which such violation occurs, or by imprisonment for not more than one year 
in the county jail, or by both.  If the conviction is for a violation committed after a 
first conviction of such person under this section, punishment shall be by a fine of 
not more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for each day in which such violation 
occurs, or by imprisonment for not more than two years in the county jail or both. 
 
In the event of such violation, the District shall, upon authorization of its Board of 
Directors, petition the superior court to impose, assess, and recover such sums. 

(a) Notice.  Whenever the District Manager finds that any person has violated 
or is violating these Rules and Regulations, or any prohibition, limitation, or 
requirement contained herein, the District Manager may serve upon such 
person a written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a 
reasonable time, not to exceed thirty (30) days for the satisfactory correction 
thereof.  Such notice shall be served in person or by registered or certified 
mail.  If served by mail, the notice shall be sent to the last address known to 
the District.  Notice shall be deemed to have been given at the time of 
deposit, postage prepaid, in a facility regularly serviced by the United States 
Postal Service. 

(b) Time Limits.  Any time limit provided in any written notice or in any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations shall be extended only by a written direction 
of the District Manager. 

(c) Establishment of Rules and Regulations.  The District Manager is hereby 
authorized and empowered to adopt such rules, regulations and standards 
as may be deemed reasonably necessary to protect the District sewerage 
facilities, to control and regulate the proper use thereof; provided, however, 
that the terms and provisions of such rules and regulations shall be 
promulgated in a manner best directed to result in the uniform control of the 
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sewerage systems within the District.  District Manager shall, from time to 
time as he deems necessary, prepare additional rules and regulations as to 
the quality of the sewage or liquid waste discharged to the sewerage facilities 
of the District, and act to modify or amend such existing rules and regulations 
as he deems necessary.  A discharger shall have the right to appeal any 
rule, regulation or standard on the grounds of extreme hardship, before the 
Board of Directors. 

(d) Reconsideration and Appeal Procedures.  If the ruling made by the District 
Manager is unsatisfactory to the person requesting reconsideration, the 
person may make a written appeal to the Board of Directors within 45 days 
after notice of the action taken by the District Manager.  The written appeal 
shall state all the pertinent aspects of the matter.  Within forty-five days after 
the written appeal is received, the Board of Directors shall hold appear 
personally or through counsel, cross examine witnesses, and present 
evidence in their own behalf.  Notice of the hearing shall be given at least 
fifteen days prior to the date of the hearing.  Within 45 days after the hearing 
is closed, said Board of Directors shall make a final ruling on the appeal. 

(e) Payment of Charges and Delinquencies.  All fees and charges made 
pursuant to the provisions of these Rules and Regulations and the approved 
Schedule of Fees are due and payable upon receipt of notice thereof.  All 
such charges shall be and become delinquent twenty days after mailing or 
delivering notice thereof to the mailing address of the person subject to 
charges.  All delinquent charges shall be deemed a violation of these Rules 
and Regulations and each day any such charge remains delinquent shall be 
deemed a separate violation.  Discontinuance of Service will be enforced. 

(f) Recording of Fees and Charges.  The District shall keep a permanent and 
accurate account of all fees and charges received under these Rules and 
Regulations, giving the names and addresses of the persons on whose 
accounts the fees and charges were paid, the date and amount thereof, and 
the purpose for which charges were paid. 

(g) Unless otherwise provided herein, whenever the fee and charges required 
by these Rules and Regulations are based on estimated values or estimated 
quantities, the District Manager shall make such determination in 
accordance with established estimating practices. 

(h) Any charge that becomes delinquent shall have added to it a basic penalty 
charge equal to ten (10) percent of the charge that became delinquent and 
thereafter an additional penalty shall accrue on the total charge due, 
including the ten percent basic penalty, at the rate of one-half of one percent 
(0.5%) per month until paid in full. 

(i) Collection.  Upon direction of the Board of Directors any delinquent charge 
and all penalties including court costs and legal fees thereon, shall be 
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collected by lawsuit in the name of the District.  Any such action for collection 
may include an application for an injunction to prevent repeated and 
reoccurring violations of these Rules and Regulations. 

(j) Malicious Damage to Sewerage Facilities.  Any unauthorized entering, 
breaking, damaging, destroying, uncovering, defacing or tampering with any 
structure, equipment or appurtenance which is a part of the District 
sewerage system shall be a violation of these Rules and Regulations, and 
subject to prosecution under applicable laws. 

(k) Prohibited Waste Discharges.  The constituents prohibited by these Rules 
and Regulations provide specific limits are established.  In some cases, the 
concentration or amount of any particular constituents which will be judged 
to be excessive or unreasonable cannot be foreseen but will depend on the 
results of technical determinations relating to the particular situation and the 
actions of regulatory agencies.  No discharger shall discharge or cause to 
be discharged to a public sewer, which connects to the District sewerage 
system, the following wastes: 

(i) Any explosive mixtures, i.e. liquids, solids, or gases which by reason of 
their nature or quantity are, or may be, sufficient either alone or by 
interaction with other substances to cause fire or explosion or be injurious 
to the sewerage facilities or the operation of the system.  Prohibited 
materials include, but are not limited to, gasoline, kerosene, naphtha, 
benzene, toluene, ethers, and peroxides. 

(ii) Any toxic substances in amounts exceeding standards promulgated by the 
Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
pursuant to Section 307(a) of the Clean Water Act and chemical elements 
or compounds phenols, or other taste or odor-producing substances, 
which may cause public nuisance or hazardous conditions to occur in the 
sewerage system, or any other substances which are not susceptible to 
treatment or which may interfere with biological processes or efficiency f 
the treatment system or that will pass through the system or which may 
cause abnormal increase in the operation costs of the treatment system. 

(iii) Any waste which will cause corrosion or deterioration of treatment system.  
All wastes discharged to the public sewer system must have a PH value 
not less than 6.5 and not more than 8.4 standard units.  Prohibited 
materials include, but are not limited to, acids, caustics, sulfides, 
concentrated chloride and fluoride compounds, and substances which will 
react with water to form acidic products. 

(iv) Solid or viscous wastes which will or may cause obstruction to the flow in 
a sewer, or otherwise interfere with the proper operation of the wastewater 
treatment system.  Prohibited materials include, but are not limited too, 
grease, un-comminuted garbage, animal guts or tissues, paunch manure, 

Deleted: this ordinance

Deleted: this Ordinance

Deleted: this Ordinance 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

4370



 

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

34 

bones, hairs, hides or flesh, entrails, whole blood, feathers, ashes, cinders, 
sand spent lime, stone, or marble dust, polishing compounds, resin beads, 
metal, glass, straw, shavings, grass clippings, rags, spent grains, spent 
hops, waste paper, wood, plastic, tar, asphalt residues, residues from 
refining or processing of fuel or lubricating oil, and similar substances. 

(v) Any unpolluted water including, but not limited to, water from swimming 
pols or spa systems or storm water origin, which will increase the hydraulic 
load on the treatment system. 

(vi) Oil and grease concentrations. 

(vii) Any garbage that is not ground sufficiently to pass through a 1/2” screen. 

(viii) Any amounts of suspended solids exceeding a concentration of 500 mg/l. 

(ix) Any wastes with amounts of dissolved solids which may cause violation of 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements. 

(x) Any wastes which have chloride concentrations greater than Regional 
Water Quality Control Board discharge requirements. 

(xi) Any wastes containing over 0.1 mg/l of dissolved sulfides. 

(xii) Any waste containing organophosphouous and carbonate compounds in 
amounts greater than 1.0 mg/l. 

(xiii) Any water added for the purpose of diluting any wastewater discharge 
which would otherwise exceed applicable constituent concentration limit 
shall be considered a violation of these Rules and Regulations. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged to any public sewer which 
connects to the District sewerage system any sewage, liquid waste or industrial 
waste, if in the opinion of the District Manager such discharge may have an 
adverse or harmful effect on sewers maintenance personnel, sewage treatment 
plant personnel or equipment, treatment plant effluent quality, public or private 
property, or may otherwise endanger the public or local ecological system or create 
a public nuisance.  The District Manager in determining the acceptability of specific 
wastes, shall consider the nature of the waste and the adequacy and nature of the 
collection, treatment, and disposal system available to accept the waste.  Affected 
persons shall have the right of appeal before the Board of Directors as set forth in 
Section 17.2j if the District Manager’s determination creates an extreme hardship 
or is considered unreasonable. 

(a) Liquid Waste Sampling, Analysis and Flow Measurements.  Periodic 
measurements of flow rates, flow volumes, Chemical Oxygen Demand and 
suspended solids shall be made as determined by the District Manager and 
in accordance with the District’s permit to discharge limitations.  All sampling, 
analyses, and flow measurements of industrial or liquid wastes shall be 
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performed by a District approved laboratory or by District personnel.  All 
sewage analyses shall be conducted in accordance with the appropriate 
procedure contained in the current edition of “Standard Methods.”  If no 
appropriate procedure is contained therein, the standard procedure of the 
industry or a procedure judged satisfactory by the District Manager shall be 
used to measure flow constraints and constituents.  Any laboratory or public 
agency performing tests shall furnish any required test date or information 
on the test methods or equipment used, if requested to do so by the District 
Manager.  The sampling, analysis and flow measurement procedures, 
equipment and results shall be subject at any time to inspection by the 
District.  Sample and flow measurement facilities shall be such as to provide 
safe access to authorized District personnel. 

(b) Damage to Sewerage Facilities or Processes By Prohibited Waste or Liquid 
Waste Discharge.  Any discharger who negligently allows or intentionally 
discharges or causes the discharge of prohibited sewage liquid waste or 
industrial wastes to the public sewer and such discharge causes damage to 
District facilities r causes detrimental effects on District treatment processes 
shall be liable to the District for all damages casued. 

(c) Excessive Sewer Maintenance Expense.  No dischargers shall discharge or 
cause to be discharged to a public sewer, any waste that creates a stoppage, 
plugging, breakage, any significant reduction in sewer capacity or any other 
damage to sewers or sewerage facilities of the District.  Any excessive sewer 
or sewerage maintenance expenses or any other expenses attributed 
thereto will be charged to the offending discharger by the District. 

(d) Availability of Sewerage Facilities.  The sewerage capacity is limited to serve 
the residents in Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, and 5 and parcel number 89-
241-16 inclusive.  The specific parcel numbers of units to be served are as 
follows: 

89.301.06; 89.301.07; 89.301.08; 89.301.21; 89.301.20; 89.301.11; 89.301.12; 
89.301.13; 89.301.22; 89.301.16; 89.301.17; 89.301.18; 89.301.19; 89.301.02; 
89.301.01; 89.301.03; 89.301.04; 89.301.05, 89.291.01; 89.291.02; 89.291.03; 
89.291.04; 89.291.05; 89.291.06; 89.291.07; 89.291.08; 89.282.03; 89.282.04; 
89.282.05; 89.282.06; 89.282.07; 89.282.08; 89.282.09; 89.282.10; 89.281.24; 
89.281.23; 89.281.22; 89.281.21; 89.281.20; 89.281.29; 89.281.33; 89.281.17; 
89.281.16; 89.281.15; 89.281.14; 89.281.13; 89.281.04; 89.281.03; 89.281.02; 
89.281.01; 89.281.12; 89.281.32; 89.281.31; 89.281,10; 89.281.10; 89.281.09; 
89.281.08; 89.281.07; 89.281.06; 89.281.05; 89.421.16 (Note: Not in Bear Creek 
Estates) 
 
 The above parcels are the only parcels eligible for connection to the system. 
 
The District may refuse or delay immediate service to new facilities in the above 
specified parcels if quantity or quality of wastewater is unacceptable in the 
available treatment facility. 
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(e) Discharge of Rainwater or Uncontaminated Water.  No person shall 
discharge or cause to be discharged any rainwater, storm water, 
groundwater, street drainage, subsurface drainage, roof drainage, 
swimming pol, spa drainage, yard drainage, water from yard fountains, 
ponds or landscape irrigation or any other uncontaminated water into any 
sewage facility owned by the District. 

(f) Hookup Procedure for Parcels Designed to Be Incorporated into the System.  
A County building permit must be obtained prior to the request of the San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District for a permit to hook onto the system.  The 
District will provide a letter of intent upon request by the parcel owner so a 
County building permit can be obtained.  Once a sewer connection permit 
request is filed with the San Lorenzo Valley Water District, one full set of 
plans will be required for Staff review of operation and proposed placement 
of mains and laterals for the collection of domestic wastewater.  Prior to the 
issuance of the sewer connection permit by the District, Staff will inspect the 
proposed site and review any comments made by Santa Cruz County.  If no 
errors or problems are encountered, a sewer connection permit will be 
issued. 

 
All mains, laterals and manholes are to be constructed in accordance with Santa 
Cruz County codes and standards.  Site inspections will be required during 
construction of the new laterals and mains to insure proper construction 
procedures.  The following quality assurance tests must be met before acceptance 
of a new lateral, main or manhole is approved. 
 
It is the owner’s responsibility to maintain the sewer lateral from the residence to 
the street main collection system. 
 
Any owner of a  parcel noted in this section may request to sell their hookup right 
which is connected to their parcel separate from the parcel itself.  Prior to the sale 
f the hookup right, the owner is required to notify and receive Santa Cruz County 
approval and San Lorenzo Valley Water District approval in writing.  The owner will 
be required to file a public notice of no connection possibility for a parcel previously 
listed as available for hookup to the Bear Creek Estates system and that the parcel 
will not be required to meet all Class II requirements as specified by the State.  
There are only 60 maximum connectible parcels for Bear Creek Estates Sewerage 
Facilities. 
 
A recorded attachment too the deed of the property would be required stating the 
information contained in the public notice above. 
 

Section 13.03 Sewer Service Rates and Charges 
Basic service costs include those for routine performance, inspections, 
enforcement, water and effluent quality monitoring, and general agency 
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administrative costs and overhead.  These services benefit all users to an equal 
degree and will be charged as an equal service fee to all users. Current rates and 
charges for sewer service are listed in the current Schedule or Rates and Charges. 
 
Special services costs include the services outlined below which benefit specific 
properties and which will be supported by the benefitting properties.  Costs for 
these services will be accounted for separately and billed on an as-delivered basis 
to the benefiting properties in the subsequent basic services bill. 
 
Construction Inspections: $60 per lot. 
Special Inspections:  $15.00 per lot. 
Design Inspections/Review:  $15.00 per lot. 
Legal Costs for Abatement:  Charged at agency cost. 
Permit for Hookup to System:  $750 per lot. 
Sewer Main Extension Required by Developer:  At cost of developer plus 
inspection costs. 
 
Charges are established by resolution of the Board of Directors and/or 
amendments to same.  The residents and owners of the eligible parcels as 
specified in this Article are ultimately responsible for the costs to purchase, build, 
operate and maintain the system.
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Article XIV. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASING 

Section 14.01 General 
All purchase of and contracts for supplies, materials, equipment and services shall 
be based, whenever feasible, on competitive bids or quotations.  Notwithstanding 
the provisions of these regulations, if the expenditure for the routine purchase of 
supplies, materials, equipment or services is estimated to cost Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500) or less, the District Manager may authorize such purchase without 
calling for competitive bids or quotations. 

Section 14.02 Public Notice.   
All contracts to be awarded by competitive bidding shall be advertised via on-line 
posting, publication in trade or association periodicals or websites, and by other 
forms of distribution as determined by the District Manager, to ensure sufficient 
responsive bids . 

Section 14.03 Lowest Responsible Bidder 
All purchases shall be made from and all contracts shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, except that when price and quality are equal, preference may 
be extended to local bidders. 

Section 14.04 Rejection of Bids.   
The Board of Directors hereby reserves the right and discretion to reject any and 
all bids if the Board determines that to do so would be in the best interest of the 
District, or for any other reason permitted by law. 

Section 14.05 Informal Bidding Procedure.   
When the estimated cost for purchases of materials, supplies, or contractual 
services exceeds Five Hundred Dollars ($500) but is less than Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000), the informal bidding procedure set forth herein shall be followed.  
Quotations shall be required and shall be solicited by posting notices to bidders on 
the Districts bulletin board and by written or telephone requests from at least three 
different available sources of supply. Upon receiving at least three quotations, the 
District Manager shall be authorized to contract for the purchase of materials, 
supplies or services by means of a written purchase order.  Quotations shall be 
open to public inspection for thirty days after purchase. 

Section 14.06 Formal Bidding Procedures.   
When the estimated cost for purchases of materials, supplies, or contractual 
services exceeds Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), the formal bidding procedure 
set forth herein shall be followed.  Written contracts for the purchase of materials, 
supplies or services shall be required and shall be approved as to form by the 
attorney for the District. 
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Section 14.07 Waiver of Provisions--$500 or less 

(a) Waiver of Provisions—Competitive Bidding.  Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of these rules, the board by four-fifths vote may waive as to 
individual purchases the competitive bidding requirements of these rules and 
may make such purchases without calling for bids. 

Section 14.08 Signing of Contracts.   
All contracts shall be signed in behalf of the District by the president of the Board 
of Directors. 

Section 14.09 Professional, Specialized, Consultant or Sole Source.   
Whenever professional specialized consultant or sold source services or supplies 
are purchased, the Board may dispense with the provisions of this Article. 
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Article XV. CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM 
*** Blank *** 
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Article XVI. WELLS 

Section 16.01 Permit Requirement 

(a) No well shall be constructed within the District until a health permit is 
obtained from the County Health Officer by the Applicant under County 
procedure and regulations including quality and quantity and a well permit is 
issued by the District. 

(b) Within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of the application, the Board 
shall either grand, conditionally grant, or deny the permit.  A permit shall not 
be issued if in the judgment of the District Manager, the well may jeopardize 
the health, safety, or welfare of the people of the District.  The District 
Manager shall require that there be compliance, at the Applicant’s expense, 
with the California Environmental Quality Act and Water Well Standards of 
the State of California, if, in the District Manager’s opinion there may be a 
significant effect on the environment or the resources of the District.  The 
decision of the District Manager may be appealed to the Board. 

(c) The District may not deny a permit in areas which will not affect the wells of 
the District.  In these areas the District, by the conditions of a permit, will only 
insure that wells will not damage other users of groundwater basins.  The 
District may deny permits in areas which do affect the wells of the District 
and then only upon passing a resolution declaring a groundwater 
emergency. 

Section 16.02 Permit procedure.  
Application for District well permit shall be made on forms provided by the District 
and shall include reference to a County Permit showing that the location and 
conditions meet requirements of the County Health Officer.  Application for a well 
permit shall be accompanied with fee of $25 provided however, that if said parcel 
or any portion thereof, be situated within 500 lineal feet or less from an existing fire 
hydrant, an additional fire protection, water storage and transmission fee shall be 
paid the District in the amount of 20 percent of the then current District water 
connection fee, and further provided that if the conditions imposed by the District 
require that said well use be monitored by the District pursuant to an Environmental 
Impact Report or other finding, that actual cost thereof shall be billed to the 
Applicant on a quarterly basis and the Applicant shall pay said billing within 30 
days.  The additional fire protection, water storage and transmission fee shall be 
waived if the parcel is a non-multiple unit customer of the District. 

Section 16.03 Exemption for Pre-Existing Wells.  
Any property upon which a well had been completed prior to March 16, 1987, shall 
be exempt from the requirements f this article provided:  (1) said existing well 
continues to meet health requirements, and (2) that the water extracted from the 
well shall not be used beyond the limits of the property upon which the well is 
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situated, and (3) that the depth, diameter, or volume of the flow from the well is not 
increased. 

Section 16.04 Well Failure.  
The issuance of a well permit does not warrant or assure that water production will 
continue or will be supplemented by the District in the event of subsequent failure 
of said private well.  Permits, if issued, allow the Applicant to exercise a right to 
drill and use a well to serve the property upon which the well is situated.  The 
permit procedure herein provided is a means to establish information about and 
limitations on the extraction of water to protect the general health, safety and 
welfare of the entire community water supply. 

Section 16.05 Reservation of District’s Right to Serve Public.  
The issuance of a permit by the District shall not entitle the permit applicant, their 
successors and assigns, to gain higher or exclusive rights to said water over those 
rights of the District, but shall be subject to the higher pre-emptive public rights of 
the District in the event of an emergency to protect the general health, safety and 
welfare of the District and its inhabitants. 

Section 16.06 Expiration of Permits. 

(d) Each permit issued pursuant to this article shall expire and become null and 
void if the work authorized thereby has not been completed within one year 
following the issuance of the well permit. 

(e) Upon expiration of any permit issued pursuant thereto, no further work may 
be done in connection with construction, repair, reconstruction, or 
abandonment of a well unless and until a new permit for such purpose is 
secured in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

Section 16.07 Investigation.  
The District Manager or the Manager’s authorized representative may, upon 
reasonable cause to believe that a well is causing a nuisance by polluting or 
contaminating ground water, investigate the situation to determine whether such a 
nuisance does in fact exist.  He shall have the power, when in the performance of 
the manager’s duty and upon first presenting credentials and identifying as an 
employee of the District to any person apparently in control of the premises to enter 
upon such premises between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. to discover or 
inspect any condition which appears to indicate such a nuisance.  He may examine 
such premises, things, or conditions, take such samples and make such other tests 
as needed and take other steps reasonably necessary for the proper investigation 
and determination of whether such a nuisance exists. 

Section 16.08 Order to Abate Nuisance.  
Whenever the District Manager determines that a well is polluting or contaminating 
groundwater or is otherwise not in compliance with the provisions of this article, 
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the Board may order the abatement of said well as a nuisance in accordance with 
the provisions of this article or the County Water District Law. 

Section 16.09 Groundwater Emergency.  
A groundwater emergency shall be declared in areas demonstrated to be 
experiencing a groundwater overdraft exceeding the safe yield in order to prevent 
further depletion and degradation of water resources where such degradation 
threatens the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

(a) A declaration of a groundwater emergency shall be made by the Board upon 
recommendation of the District Manager and only after a public hearing.  
Such an emergency shall be declared by resolution of the Board after said 
public hearing to consider all relevant information such as, but not limited to, 
the most current groundwater study, recommendations of water purveyors 
and only after the first three findings or the fourth can be made: 

(i) The designated areas experienced a groundwater overdraft exceeding the 
long-term average annual recharge of groundwater resources; 

(ii) The creation of new wells or the expansion of existing wells will 
significantly increase the demand on the affected aquifer and thereby 
increase the overdraft and; 

(iii) The continuation of the overdraft will result in further depletion and 
degradation of the water resource that can lead to, but is not limited to, 
impairment of the aquifer or allowing the ingress f low quality or saline 
waters. 

(iv) Contamination of the groundwater has caused an emergency in the 
existing wells in the area. 

(b) Measures to Alleviate Groundwater Emergency.  The areas where a 
groundwater emergency is declared, the Board shall take action to establish 
water conservation measures, to limit construction of new wells, to require 
pumping from or expansion of existing wells, and in order to prevent 
depletion and degradation of the affected aquifer. 

(c) Duration of Groundwater Emergency.  A groundwater emergency and the 
measures enacted to alleviate the emergency shall remain in effect until 
rescinded as established below. 

(d) Rescinding of Groundwater Emergency.  A groundwater emergency shall be 
rescinded by resolution of the Board after a public hearing when one of the 
following findings are made. 

(i) Alternative water sources which compensate for the existing overdraft and 
supply the affected area are developed. 
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(ii) A groundwater management program is implemented which will allow for 
additional development without contribution to groundwater overdraft; or 

(iii) The Board determines that new information is available which indicates 
that the technical data upon which the original findings were based is no 
longer valid. 

Section 16.10 Enforcement. 

(a) Notice of Violation.  In the event a well subject to this article is found to be a 
public nuisance contrary to the terms of this article or the permit issued 
pursuant to this article, the District Manager shall give written notice to the 
owner of the land as shown on the most recent equalized assessment roll, 
or the permittee at this address listed on the permit if a permit has been 
issued, which notice shall state the nature of the violation, the corrective 
measure to be taken, and a reasonable time within which correction must be 
made.  Said notice shall include a statement that if the landowner or 
permittee fails to make corrections within the period specified, the District 
may abate the condition at owner or permittee’s expense. 

(b) Abatement by District.  If the corrections listed in the notice given pursuant 
to the Article are not made as required in said notice, the District Manager 
with the approval of the Board, and after a reasonable opportunity for the 
person notified to be heard by said Board, may abate the condition.  The 
owner or permittee shall be liable for the cost thereof. 

(c) Emergency Abatement.  If the District Manager finds that a well subject to 
this article is, by reason of condition, operation or maintenance, causing 
significant irreparable damage to the groundwater or presents an immediate 
danger to health and safety, and that it is impracticable to notify the owner 
or permittee, the District Manager may perform emergency work necessary 
to abate the condition without giving notice as required in 10a above, and 
the owner of the land as shown on the last equalized assessment roll shall 
be liable for the costs thereof. 

Section 16.11 Violation a Misdemeanor; Punishment.  
After publication of this article, it is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any 
provision, restriction or prohibition, until the article has been repealed or the 
emergency or threatened emergency has ceased, and upon conviction thereof, 
that person shall be punished by imprisonment in the County jail for not more than 
thirty days or by fine of not more than Six Hundred Dollars ($600), or by both the 
fine and imprisonment. 

Section 16.12 Conflicts.  
All ordinances of the District in conflict with the terms and conditions of this article 
are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
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 Any owner of property for which an application for water service has been filed and 
for which a charge has been paid may file a request for a refund of the water service 
connection charge. 
 If the property owner filed an application for services and paid the connection charge 
after June 18, 1981, And the water meter has not been set, the refund request shall be 
granted and the request may be processed administratively by the District Manager. 
If the property owner filed an application for service and paid the connection charge before 
June 18, 1981, Or if the application was filed after June 18, 1981, but the meter has been 
set, the property owner may file a request for a hearing regarding a refund of the water 
service before the Board of Directors as follows: 
The property owner shall file a written request for a hearing addressed to the Board of 
Directors and submitted to the District Secretary, 13060 Central Avenue, Boulder Creek, 
CA 95006. 
The request should include the name(s) and address of the property owner(s); the 
address of the property; the Assessor’s Parcel No., and a statement of the facts and 
grounds supporting the request. 
The funds for granting the request for a refund shall be either; 
  Changed physical conditions of the subject which render the parcel undevelopable 
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 Definitions 

  “Well” or “water well” means any artificial excavation constructed by any method 
for the purpose of extracting water from or injecting water into the underground.  “Well 
or “water well shall not include: 

 Oil and gas wells, or geothermal wells constructed under the jurisdiction of the 
State, except those wells converted to use as water wells. 

 Wells or bores used for the purpose of dewatering excavation during construction 
or stabilizing hillsides or earth embankments. 

 “Individual domestic well” means a water well used to supply water for domestic 
needs or as is individual, residence, or commercial establishment. 

 “Industrial wells” means water wells used to supply industry on an individual 
basis. 

 “Agricultural wells” means water wells used to supply water for irrigation or other 
agricultural purposes, including so-called “stock wells.” 

 “Person” means any person, firm, corporation or governmental agency. 

 “Health Officer” means the Santa Cruz County Health Officer or his authorized 
representative. 

 “Safe Yield” means the annual draft of water that can be withdrawn from an 
aquifer without producing some undesirable result such as reducing the total amount of 
water available or allowing the ingress of low quality water. 
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Article I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.01 Failure to Comply 
For the failure of the customer to comply with the provisions of these Rules and 
Regulations, and any ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to these Rules and 
Regulations, or any ordinance, resolution or order fixing rates and charges of this 
District, a penalty for which has not hereafter been specifically fixed, the 
customer’s service shall be discontinued and water shall not be supplied such 
customer until the customer has complied with the rule or regulations, rate or 
charge violated or, in the event that he cannot comply with said rule or regulation, 
until the District is satisfied that in the future the customer will comply with all the 
rules and regulations established by these Rules and Regulations and with all rates 
and charges of this District.  In addition, the customer shall pay the District for 
renewal of services such sum as the Board of Directors of the District shall by 
resolution fix. 

Section 1.02 Public Records Request Act 
The District will comply with the California Public Records Act, Government Code 
Section 6250 and following, and with California Civil Discovery Statutes, Section 
2016 and following. 

Section 1.03 Removal of Records 
No Original, Historical and Archived documents shall be removed from the District 
offices. Copies, duplicates or reproductions of District records may be released 
from the District Offices in accordance with these Rules and Regulations and other 
applicable law. 

Section 1.04 Severability 
If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, or phrase 
of these Rules and Regulations is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 
constitutionality of the remaining portions of these Rules and Regulations, and the 
Board declares that these Rules and Regulations and phrases thereof would have 
been adopted irrespective of the fact that one or more of such sections, subsection, 
paragraph, sub-paragraph, sentence, clause and phrases thereof would have 
been adopted irrespective of the fact that one or more of such sections, 
subsections, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, or phrase be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 
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Article II. WATER DISTRICT 

Section 2.01 Employees 
The Board may authorize the employment of such employees as are reasonably 
necessary for the proper administration, operation, maintenance and repair of the 
District water system and to fix the compensation to be paid such personnel. 
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Article III. APPLICATION FOR REGULAR WATER SERVICE 

Section 3.01 Water Service Applicant 
Each applicant for regular water service shall be required to sign on a form 
provided by the District. 

Section 3.02 Water Service Application 
Each application shall include the following information:  

(a) Date of application 

(b) Name of applicant 

(c) Street of address of property to be served 

(d) The assessor’s parcel number of the property to be served 

(e) Address to which bills shall be mailed 

(f) Applicant’s ownership in the property.  

(g) Whether the service is for residential, commercial, industrial or institutional 
use.  

Section 3.03 Property Owners Responsible for Bills 
In any instance in which the owner of the premises does not occupy the premises 
as a use or is not the primary user, the owner of the premises shall, nevertheless, 
be primarily responsible for service to the property. Bills shall be mailed to the 
owner at the property owner’s address appearing on the application for service or 
to such other address as the owner may direct in writing. In any event, the owner 
shall be responsible for all water service to the property owner’s premises. 

Section 3.04 Applicant’s Compliance with Rules and Regulations of District 
Such application will signify the customer’s willingness and intention to comply with 
these Rules and Regulations and other ordinances or regulations relating to the 
regular water service and to make payment for water service required. 

Section 3.05 Application Payment 
An application will not be honored unless payment in full has been made for water 
service previously rendered to the applicant by District. 

Section 3.06 Initiation of Service 
Upon receiving the application and upon compliance with applicable rules and 
regulations of the District, for locations with existing service and meter, the District 
will commence water service upon the payment of a fee to cover the average cost 
of commencing such service.  The current average cost is listed on the published 
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Schedule or Rates and Charges.  Upon receiving the application and upon 
compliance with other applicable rules and regulations; for locations with no 
existing service and meter, the District will install a service connection and meter 
upon payment of fees designed to reimburse the District for the cost of the facilities 
required. 

Section 3.07 Service Installation 
Regular water service will be installed at the location determined by the Water 
District.  Service installations will be made only to property abutting on public 
streets or abutting on such distribution mains as may be constructed in alleys or 
easements.  Applicant shall install a control valve and piping which shall extend to 
that point on the curb line or property line offering the easiest access to the District 
from the existing distribution system.  The control valve shall be for the purpose of 
controlling the flow of water to the piping on customer’s premises.   

Section 3.08 Private Pressure Regulating Valve 
The District shall not be responsible for damage to a customer’s piping, appliances 
and facilities occasioned by excessive or fluctuating pressure. To protect the 
customer’s piping, appliances and facilities against excessive or fluctuating 
pressure, the applicant may install a pressure regulating valve. 

Section 3.09 Facility Ownership 
All facilities installed between the main and meter outlet, including the service 
connection and meter shall be and shall remain the property of the District and 
may be accessed, maintained, repaired or replaced by the water District without 
the consent or interference of the owner or occupant of the property.  The property 
owner shall use reasonable care in the protection of the facilities.  No payment 
shall be made for placing or maintaining such facilities on private property.  The 
necessary piping and main valve and pressure regulator located beyond the meter 
outlet shall be the property of the customer and shall be maintained by the 
customer. 

Section 3.10 Application Expiration 
Every application for new service shall become null and void 90 days from the date 
of the application if the applicant fails to complete necessary actions. 

Section 3.11 Appeal of Expired Application 
An applicant whose application has been determined by the Water District to have 
become null and void may appeal such determination to the Board of Directors. 

Section 3.12 Handling of Connection Charge 
Upon application to the District, and determination by the District that the property 
for which water service is requested can be served, the District shall place the 
connection charge into a separate fund.  The money shall remain in said fund until 
it is either 1) refunded to the customer if the application for service is denied, 
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withdrawn, or expires, or 2) transferred to the Capital Improvement Fund after the 
water meter is installed.  Interest on any such funds shall be retained by the District. 

Section 3.13 Written Request for Setting Meter 
The District shall not set the water meter until the applicant has filed with the District 
a written request for setting the meter. 

Section 3.14 Refund Request 
Any property owner who has filed an application for water service with the District, 
paid the connection and installation charges, and the water meter has not been 
set, may file a request for a refund of the water service connection and installation 
charges. Said request may be processed administratively by the District Manager 
if any of the following apply: 

(a) If the property owner filed the application for service and paid the water 
service connection and installation charges, and the water meter has not 
been set, before June 19, 1981, the grounds for granting the request for a 
refund shall be either: 

(i) Changed physical conditions of the subject parcel which render the parcel 
undevelopable; or 

(ii) Changes in Federal, State or local laws or regulations or other 
governmental actions which significantly affect the development potential 
of the property in an adverse manner. 

(b) Upon the refund of the connection and installation charges, any and all rights 
or commitments to applicant’s subject property are total abrogated and 
released. 

(c) If the meter has been set, the property owner may file a request for a hearing 
regarding a refund of the water service connection charges before the Board 
of Directors, as follows: 

(i) The property owner shall file a written request for a hearing addressed to 
the Board or Directors, submitted to the District at its Main Office Address. 

(ii) The request should include the name(s) and address(es) of the property 
owner(s); the address of the property; the Assessor’s Parcel No., and a 
statement of the facts and grounds supporting the request. 

(iii) The request will be heard by the Board within 45 days following receipt of 
the request. The District will provide written notice to the property owner 
of the time, date and place of the hearing at least 10 days in advance of 
the hearing. At the hearing before the Board, the applicant may present 
written and/or oral evidence or testimony. The hearing may be continued 
by the Board to a specified date and time. 
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Article IV. GENERAL USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.01 Number of Services Per Premises.   
The applicant may apply for as many services as may be reasonably required for 
the applicant’s premises provided that the pipeline system from each service shall 
be independent of the others and that they may not be interconnected.  The cost 
of all services over and above the initial service shall be borne by the applicant 

Section 4.02 Supply to Separate Premises.   
No more than one premises shall be served from each service connection. 

Section 4.03 Supply to Multiple Users.   
Separate houses, buildings, living or business quarters, such as motels, mobile 
home parks and the like, under a single control or management, may be served by 
any of the following methods: 

(a) Through separate service connections to each or any unit, provided that the 
pipeline system from each service is independent of the others and that they 
are not interconnected. 

(b) Through a single service connection to the entire premises. 

(c) In the event that any separate house, building, living or business quarter is 
severed from the balance of the property, the property so severed shall be 
required to provide a separate service connection. 

The Water District, however, may require individual service connections for each 
separate house, building, living quarters or business quarter when the Board 
determines that such a requirement is in the best interest of the District. 

Section 4.04 Charges to Multiple Users.   
Charges for water service to multiple users may be fixed by the Board by 
resolution. 

Section 4.05 Water Waste.   
No consumer shall knowingly permit leaks or waste of water. 

Section 4.06 Responsibility for Equipment on Customer Premises.   
All facilities installed by the District on private property for the purpose of rendering 
water service shall remain the property of the District and may be maintained, 
repaired or replaced by the water department without the consent or interference 
of the owner or occupant of the property.  The property owner shall use reasonable 
care in the protection of the facilities.  No payment shall be made for placing or 
maintaining facilities on private property.   
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Section 4.07 Damage to Water System Facilities.   
The customer shall be liable for any damage to the District-owned customer water 
service facilities when such damage results from causes originating on the 
premises.  The cost for repairing any such damage shall be paid by the customer, 
and the cost shall be due and payable to the District upon the District’s rendering 
a bill therefor. 

Section 4.08 Control Valve on the Customer Property.   
The customer shall provide a valve on the customer side of the service installation 
to control the flow of water to the piping on the customers premises. The customer 
shall not use the service curb stop to turn water on and off for the customer’s 
convenience. 

Section 4.09 Interruptions in Service.   
The District shall not be liable for damage which may result from an interruption in 
service from a cause beyond the control of the water district.  Temporary 
shutdowns may be made by the water district to maintain the system or to make 
improvements and repairs.  Whenever possible and as time permits, all customers 
and fire departments affected will be notified prior to making such shutdowns.  
Affected fire departments will be notified promptly upon restoration of service. 

Section 4.10 Ingress and Egress.  
 Representatives from the water district shall have the right of ingress and egress 
to the customer premises at reasonable hours for any purpose reasonably 
connected with the furnishing of water service. 

Section 4.11 Resale of Water.   
Except by agreement with the District, no customer shall resell any of the water 
received by him from the District, nor shall such water be delivered to premises 
than those specified in the application for service. 

Section 4.12 Health and Safety—Discontinuance of Service.   
If a condition on the customer’s premises is found to be hazardous to the health 
and safety of the public arising from the use of water, the use and maintenance of 
any apparatus, appliances, or equipment or otherwise, the water district may 
discontinue service to such premises without notice.  The water district in such 
event shall make reasonable effort to notify the customer of the discontinuance of 
service, and corrective actions shall be taken by the customer before service will 
be restored. 

Section 4.13 Booster Device.   
The District prohibits the attachment of any booster pump to a service on the 
customer’s side of the meter and the use of any other method whereby the 
customer’s share of available water from the water main to which the meter is 
attached is increased beyond the amount which would otherwise be delivered 
through such meter. 
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Section 4.14 Customer’s Facilities.   
The District shall not be responsible for open appliances or faulty fixtures or broken 
or damaged pipes nor for loss of water beyond the customer’s side of the meter 
outlet. 

Section 4.15 Unauthorized Water Distribution Facilities.   
In the event that a District representative identifies unauthorized water distribution 
facilities or water access facilities that connect to the District water system, or 
otherwise provide access to, convey or transport District water, a District 
representative may remove or disable such unauthorized water distribution 
devices or facilities and may store same at the District Office until such user(s) or 
customer(s) comply with District rules and regulations and State and local law 
regulating water services. 
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Article V. METERS 

Section 5.01 Installation.   
All services shall be metered.  A sum of money as set forth in the rate schedules 
shall be deposited with the District prior to installation of the facilities to pay all of 
the cost of said installation.  Title to the meters shall be held by the District. 

Section 5.02 Meter Installations.   
The District shall install meters as close to the curb or property line as possible. 
Exact meter placement shall be at the discretion of the District, taking into 
consideration such factors as physical features, ease of access, easements and 
right-of-ways. 

Section 5.03 Change in Location of Meters.   
Meters relocated for the convenience of the customer will be relocated at the 
customer’s expense.  An advance deposit shall be required for every relocation as 
listed on the current Schedule or Rates and Charges.  Any relocation must be 
approved by the District Manager.  Meters moved to protect the District’s property 
will be moved at the District’s expense.  Meters shall be relocated only by the water 
District or under its supervision.  By resolution the Board may provide for the 
customer’s paying for a new service if the relocation of the meter exceeds a 
distance specified in the resolution.  This section applies only to the change in 
location of a meter at a single premise. 

Section 5.04 Meter Reading.   
Meters will be read monthly. 

Section 5.05 Obstruction of Meter.  
 It is the responsibility of the customer to maintain clear access to the meter at all 
times.  No earth, rock, pavement, vegetation, construction, appurtenances, vehicle 
or obstructions of any kind whatsoever shall be allowed to interfere with or obstruct 
access of District personnel or representatives in the performance of their duties 
regarding the meter and its appurtenances and District facilities.  Violation of this 
section shall result in District personnel posting on the premises a written notice of 
violation with directions to correct the problem within five days.  Failure to correct 
the violation within five days after the notice is posted shall result in the District 
employing whatever alternate means are necessary to proceed with District 
operations, and all costs incurred plus a ten percent penalty as a result of failure 
to timely correct the violation and maintain clear access to the District meter shall 
be charged to the customer.  

Section 5.06 Meter Tests—Deposit. 
All meters will be tested prior to installation, and no meter will be installed which 
registers more than two per cent (2%) fast.  Any customer may request that the 
meter serving the customer’s premises be tested by the water district.  Such 
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request shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by a deposit as fixed by the 
Board by resolution.  Upon receipt of such request and the required deposit, the 
District Manager shall cause the meter to be tested.  The customer shall have the 
right to require the District to conduct the test in the customer’s presence, or in the 
presence of the customer’s representative.  If the meter is found to register more 
than two per cent more water than actually passes through it, the deposit will be 
retained by the District. 

Section 5.07 Adjustment for Meter Errors.  
 If the meter shall be found to register over two percent more water than actually 
passes through it, the water bill for the current month shall be adjusted 
proportionately. 

Section 5.08 Meter Maintenance.   
The District shall maintain, repair and renew all meters when such maintenance, 
repair, or renewal is made necessary by reason of normal wear and tear. 

Section 5.09 Meter Test Deposit, Amount of.   
The meter testing deposits required to be made shall be $25.00. 

Section 5.10 Policy on Water Connection Transfers.   
No water service connections or meters shall be transferred from one premises or 
parcel to another as provided herein. 

Section 5.11 Development of a Transfer Tracking System.   
The District Manager shall develop and implement a Water Meter Transfer 
Tracking System in the District. 

Section 5.12 Exclusions from the Water Meter Transfer Policy.   
No meter shall be transferred if any of the following situations occur: 

(a) A main extension is required. 

(b) Any exceptions to District rules and regulations are required. 

(c) A parcel to which a meter is to be transferred is located in a water connection 
moratorium area. 

(d) A parcel to which a meter is to be transferred requires a larger meter, a 
different building zoning, different uses or requirements. 

(e) The parcel from which the meter is to be transferred is developed or has an 
existing structure which is, or has been served by the meter to be 
transferred. 

Section 5.13 Conditions on the Transfer of Water Meters.   
Water meter transfers are subject to the following conditions. 
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(f) A customer must file a written request for a water service meter transfer with 
the Board describing the transfer and the reasons for such a transfer. 

(g) The Board shall consider a maximum of 5 transfers per year and give 
approval to transfer requests only during July of any year. 

(h) The customer may transfer a water meter service from and to another parcel 
within the District only if that customer is the owner of record of both parcels. 

(i) In no event shall service be permitted to both the transferor and the 
transferee parcels at the same time.  Upon transfer of the water service 
meter to a different parcel, all service to the other parcel shall be terminated. 

(j) For parcels that have had their connection transferred away, reinstatement 
of meters and service connection  meter fees are to be paid according to the 
current Schedule or Rates and Charges. 

(k) The District Manager shall note on all applications for connections, that the 
meter may be transferred and the property owner is advised to check with 
the District to ensure a meter is currently on the parcel. 

(l) All transfers shall be approved only if a document is recorded with the 
property the meter has been transferred from showing that the meter for the 
property no longer exists. 

(m) Customers transferring meters shall pay all costs for termination of the old 
service and installation of the transferred meter in accordance with District 
rules and regulations, less credit for any previous payments toward 
installation costs, if the meter has not already been installed. 

(n) Transfers require the installation of the proposed meter to be transferred, 
and termination of any existing service facilities on the parcel from which the 
meter was transferred, within 60 days of approval by the Board. 

Section 5.14 Meters Existing in District Records. 
Only connections existing in District records shall be honored for transfer by the 
District.  All other parcels not shown in District records as having a water meter 
connection shall be subject to these Rules and Regulations on Connection fees. 
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Article VI. CREDIT 

Section 6.01 Establishment and Maintenance of Credit.   
The Board, as prescribed by resolution, may require from each applicant for water 
service a security deposit in an amount not exceeding one year’s charges either 
from persons receiving water service or from the owners of the property to which 
or in connection with which water service is rendered.  The Board may require a 
guarantee by the owner of property that bills for service to the property or the 
occupants thereof will be paid. 

Section 6.02 Application of Deposit to Water Bill.   
The District may apply, without notice, the amount of any deposit prescribed herein 
toward the payment of any water bill or other indebtedness which may become 
past due and owning to the District and to unpaid bills for water service when such 
service has been discontinued. 

Section 6.03 Replacement or Change of Deposit.   
The District Manager may require, as a condition of service at any time, that the 
deposit prescribed herein be replaced if the deposit or any part thereof has been 
applied to the payment of any bill or indebtedness to the District, or may require 
that the deposit be increased if depleted, found to be insufficient or good cause 
otherwise exists. 

Section 6.04 Return of Deposit.  
 The deposit made by any applicant or property owner may be refunded upon 
discontinuance of service, the District shall refund any balance in the customer’s 
deposit in excess of unpaid bills or other indebtedness to the District. 
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Article VII. BILLING 

Section 7.01 Billing Period.  
The regular billing period will be monthly. 

Section 7.02 Opening and Closing Bills.   
Opening and closing bills for less than the normal billing period shall be pro-rated 
both as to the basic charges and quantity charges 

Section 7.03 Payment of Bills.   
Bills for water service shall be made available electronically, mailed or delivered to 
each customer as soon as convenient after the reading of the meter.  Bills shall be 
payable upon presentation. 

Section 7.04 Commencement of Liability for Monthly Basic Charge.   
The applicant shall become a customer of the District and shall become liable for 
and shall be billed for the basic monthly charge from the date that the water meter 
is set. 

Section 7.05 Special Request Billing Periods 
Whenever a customer desires a billing at a time other than the normal billing 
period, the customer requesting the bill shall pay to the Water District an advance 
fee of $20.00. The District shall read the meter, calculate the bill to the date read, 
and mail a bill marked “mid-term billing” to the customer.  The special billing would 
appear on the owner’s account, and would show as a prior balance if not paid.  The 
owner of the property is responsible for this bill, as other bills. 

Section 7.06 Billings of Separate Meters Not Combined.   
Separate bills will be rendered for each meter installation except where the water 
district has, for its convenience, installed two or more meters in place of one meter. 

Section 7.07 Exemption from Liability for Basic Monthly Charge Due to Storm 
Damage 
A property owner may file a statement with the District stating that their structure 
cannot be occupied due to damage resulting from storm events or other natural 
disasters. Said statement shall be filed within 120 days of the cause of occurrence. 
 
Upon making findings and determinations that the customer’s structure cannot be 
occupied as a result of a natural disaster, the District Manager may determine that 
the customer is exempt from the basic monthly charge. Exemption will be allowed 
for a period of up to 3 years from the date of determination or until the customer 
requests continuance of service, whichever occurs first. 
 
No customer shall at any time, in any manner, obtain water from the service 
connection while exempt from the liability of the basic monthly charge. The District 
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may lock or remove the meter to protect the District against fraud or abuse. Should 
the customer not repair or replace the damaged structure or request continuance 
of service within the time allowed, the service shall be considered vacated. 

Section 7.08 Automatic Time Extension 
The time limit for exemption from liability for basic monthly charge under these 
Rules and Regulations shall be automatically extended for the number of days the 
property owner is in litigation with the County regarding issuance of approvals to 
rebuild the structure, or with the property insurer regarding coverage of the loss, 
but not the monetary amount of the loss. 
 
“Litigation” means an actual suit in Superior Court of U.S. District Court. 
 
“In Litigation” is time litigation is continuously pending, and starts the day when suit 
is actually filed and ends when judgment is entered, dismissal is filed with the Court 
Clerk, or a preliminary injunction is issued. No appellate time, whether or not a stay 
is obtained, pre-filing time, or breaks in pendency will be counted. 
 
Litigation shall not revive a statement-filing period which has expired. Any owner 
shall have not less than 10 District working days to file a claim after a matter is no 
longer in litigation.
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Article VIII. DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE 

Section 8.01 Disconnection for Non-Payment.   
Service may be discontinued for non-payment of a bill for water service, if the bill 
is not paid within thirty (30) days after presentation.  At least five days prior to such 
discontinuance the customer will be sent a final notice informing such customer 
that discontinuance will be enforced if payment is not made within the time 
specified in such notice.  The failure of the District to send or the failure of any 
person to receive such notice shall not affect the District’s powers hereunder. 

Section 8.02 Charges During Discontinuance of Service.   
After discontinuance of water service for violation of a San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District Rules and Regulations, the customer shall pay to the District a Turn-Off 
Charge of $20.00 each time the customer violates these Rules and Regulations 
after that customer’s water has been turned off. 

Section 8.03 Unsafe Apparatus.   
Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises where apparatus 
or appliances are in use which may endanger or disturb the service to other 
customers 

Section 8.04 Cross Connections.   
Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises where there exists 
a cross connection in violation of these Rules and Regulations, State or Federal 
laws. 

Section 8.05 Fraud or Abuse.   
Service may be discontinued if necessary to protect the District against fraud or 
abuse. 

Section 8.06 Non-compliance with Regulations.   
Service may be discontinued for non-compliance with these Rules and Regulations 
or any other ordinance or regulations relating to the water service. 

Section 8.07 Discontinuance Upon Vacating Premises.   
Customers desiring to discontinue service shall notify the District reasonably well 
in advance of the desired date of discontinuance.  The customer shall be required 
to pay all water charges until the date of discontinuance.  At the time of 
discontinuance, the meter will be read and a closing bill rendered.  Unless 
discontinuance of service is ordered, the customer shall be liable for charges 
whether or not any water is used. 
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Article IX. COLLECTION 

Section 9.01 Penalty.   
Penalties shall be established by Resolution for unpaid rates and charges. 

Section 9.02 Suit.   
All unpaid rates, charges and penalties may be collected by suit. 

Section 9.03 48-Hour Notice.   
If an employee is dispatched to leave a 48-hour notice due to non-payment, failure 
to sign up for service, a returned check on water bill or sewer bill, or any other 
reason, but prior to the actual disconnection of the service or the District receives 
payment of the delinquent bill, the customer shall pay to the District a charge of 
$20.00 

Section 9.04 Charge for Returned Check   
For any check tendered to the District in payment of rates or charges under these 
Rules and Regulations which is returned by the bank upon which it is drawn 
because of insufficient funds, no account, or other similar reason, the person on 
whose account such check was tendered shall pay a handling charge of $10.00 in 
addition to any other penalties provided by law, and any charges imposed by a 
bank n the District’s account.  Written notice will be sent to the customer to pay the 
returned check and the $10.00 charge within ten days, either by cash or certified 
check.  After the ten days have expired, the procedure for the 48-hour notice and 
discontinuance of service shall apply. 

Section 9.05 Installment Payments, Interest.   
The manager may enter into an arrangement with any customer against whom 
there are unpaid rates, charges, and penalties whereby the customer may p ay 
such unpaid rates, charges and penalties in installments, provided such unpaid 
rates, charges and penalties are paid within twelve (12) months from the date of 
delinquency and provided that there shall be included in the installments interest 
on such unpaid rates, charges and penalties at the rate of ten percent (10%) per 
annum from the date of delinquency.  The provisions of this section shall not be in 
lieu of other procedures contained in the District’s rules and regulations for the 
collection of delinquencies, but shall be an additional and separate procedure for 
collection unpaid rates, charges, and penalties. 

Section 9.06 Lien Procedure for Unpaid Charges for Water or Other Services.   
Pursuant to California Water Code, if there are delinquent and unpaid charges for 
water and other services that remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty (60) days or 
more, the District may proceed to collect those charges by recording a lien upon 
the real property as set forth herein. 
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(a) Notice of Delinquent and Unpaid Charges to Holder of Title to Land.  The 
District shall notify the holder of title to land whenever delinquent and unpaid 
charges for water or other services which could become a lien on such 
property pursuant to these Rules and Regulations and California Water 
Code remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty days. 

(b) Annual Statement of Delinquent Charges to County for Collection With 
Taxes—Lien on Real Property.  If there are delinquent and unpaid charges 
for water or other services that remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty days 
or more, the Board of Directors shall, annually, on or before August 1st of 
each year, furnish to the County Board of Supervisors and to the Auditor, a 
written statement of those charges that remain delinquent and unpaid for 
sixty cays or more on July 1st of each year.  The amount of any charges for 
water and other services included in said statement shall be added to and 
become a part of the annual taxes next levied upon the property which is 
delinquent, and shall constitute a lien on that property as of the same time 
and in the same manner as does the tax lien securing such annual taxes. 

(c) Certificate Against Person Liable for Charges:  Lien Against that Person’s 
Real Property (Renters).  In addition to furnishing an annual statement of 
unpaid and delinquent charges to the County for collection with the annual 
property taxes, the District may secure the amount of unpaid charges at any 
time by filing for record in the office of the County Recorder a certificate 
specifying: 

(i) The amount of such charges. 

(ii)   The name and address of the person liable therefor. 

(d) From the time of recordation of the certificate, the amount required to be 
paid together with interest and penalty constitutes a lien upon all real 
property in the County owned by the person or acquired by him at any time 
before the lien expires.  The lien has the force, priority and effect of a 
judgment lien and shall continue for ten years from the date of the filing of 
the certificate unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. 

Section 9.07 Deducting Delinquencies and Other Debts from Disbursements.   
Whenever a person has incurred any delinquency, debt, or other financial 
obligation to the District for any District services rendered or materials or 
equipment supplied, the amount of such obligation due the District may be 
deducted from any deposits, credits, refunds or other disbursement from the 
District to such person, at the discretion of the District Manager. 

Section 9.08 Transfer of Delinquent Account to Active Account of Same Owner.   
If a District customer receives water or sewerage services at more than one 
location and has more than one account with the District and if such customer 
terminates one customer leaves an account with a balance owing and 
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subsequently desires to open a new account with the District, such balance owing 
or such delinquency may be transferred to any other new or active service account 
held by the same customer. 

Section 9.09 Collection of Current Yearly and Delinquent Charges for 
Wastewater Management Systems and Services with General Taxes:  
Authorization.   
Health and Safety Code and the Water Code authorize the District to prescribe 
and collect fees and charges for sanitation and sewerage facilities and services, 
and further provide for the collection of current yearly and delinquent charges with 
general taxes as set forth herein, as an alternative to any other collection 
procedure. 

Section 9.10 Adoption of Collection Procedure.   
The procedure for the collection of current yearly and delinquent charges for 
wastewater services with general taxes as an alternative collection method as set 
forth in the Health and Safety Code is hereby adopted by the Board of Directors of 
the San Lorenzo Valley Water District and made a part of these Rules and 
Regulations. 

Section 9.11 Election by Board of Directors to Collect Fees on Tax Roll.   
The Board may, by ordinance or resolution approved by a two-thirds vote, elect to 
have current yearly and delinquent charges and fees for the sanitation and 
sewerage facilities and services collected n the County tax roll together with 
general taxes. 

Section 9.12 Written Report.   
As required by Health and Safety Code, if the Board elects to implement the 
described collection procedure, it shall require a written report to be prepared each 
year and filed with the District Secretary, which shall contain a description of each 
parcel of real property receiving such services and facilities and the amount of the 
charge which is current yearly and delinquent for each parcel for the year 
computed, in conformity with the District Rules and Regulations or resolutions 
fixing such charges. 

Section 9.13 Publication of Notice of Report and Hearing.   
The District Secretary shall cause notice of the filing of said report and of the time 
and place of the hearing thereon to be published pursuant to Government Code 
6066, once a week for two successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing, in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the county. 

Section 9.14 Mailed Notice.   
Before collecting such charges on the tax roll for the first time, the District Secretary 
shall cause a written notice of (1) the filing of the written report; (2) the proposed 
collection of the charges with the general taxes and (3) the time and place of the 
public hearing n the report and collection to the person named on the last equalized 
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assessment roll available at the address shown or as known to the Secretary.  If 
the Board adopts the report, then the requirements for written notice shall not apply 
to hearings on reports prepared in subsequent fiscal years and notice by 
publication shall be adequate. 

Section 9.15 Noticed Public Hearing.   
At the notice of public hearing, the Board shall hear and consider all objections or 
protests, if any, to said report and may continue the hearing from time to time.  If 
the Board finds that protest is made by the owners of a majority of separate parcels 
of property listed in the report, then the report shall not be adopted and the charges 
shall be collected by alternate methods. 

Section 9.16 Determination by Board.   
Upon conclusion of the hearing, the Board may adopt, change, reduce, or modify 
any charge or overrule any or all objections and shall make its determination on 
each charge as described in said report which determination shall be filed. 

Section 9.17 Filing of Report.   
On or before the tenth day of August of each year following such final 
determination, the District Secretary shall file with the County Auditor a copy of 
said report with a statement signed by the Secretary that the report has been finally 
adopted by the Board of Directors.  The County Auditor shall enter the amount of 
the charges against the respective lot or parcels of land as they appear on the 
current assessment roll.  Where any such parcels are outside the boundaries of 
the District, they shall be added to the assessment roll of the District for the 
purpose of collecting such charges.  If the property is not described on the roll, the 
auditor may enter the description thereon together with the amounts of the 
charges, as shown on the report. 

Section 9.18 Lien.   
Except as provided in Health and Safety Code 5473.8 regarding bona fide 
purchasers for value without prior recorded notice, the amount of the charges shall 
constitute a lien against the lot or parcel of land against which the charge has been 
imposed as of noon on the first Monday in March immediately preceding the date 
of levy. 

Section 9.19 Inclusion of Charges in Bills for Taxes.   
The tax collector shall include the amount of the charges on bills for taxes levied 
against the respective lots and parcels of land. 

Section 9.20 Collection; Delinquency Date; Penalty.   
Thereafter the amount f the charges shall be collected at the same time and in the 
same manner and by the same persons as, together with and not separately from, 
the general taxes, and shall be delinquent at the same time and thereafter be 
subject to the same delinquency penalties.  All laws applicable to the levy, 
collection and enforcement of general taxes are applicable to such charges. 
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Section 9.21 Lien; Recording, Force, Effect, and Priority.   
Charges for services and facilities furnished by the District shall constitute a lien 
against the lot or parcel of land against which the charge was imposed if said 
charges remain delinquent for a period of 60 days, and the District shall include a 
statement to each property owner which shall notify the property owner of the lien 
provided by this section for delinquent payment of charges.  The lien provided 
herein shall have no force or effect until recorded with the County Recorder, and 
when so recorded shall have the force, effect and priority of a judgment lien, and 
continue for three years from the time of recording unless sooner released or 
otherwise discharged. 
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Article X. COMPLAINTS AND DISPUTED BILLS 

Section 10.01 Report and Adjustments.   
Customer complaints regarding water service or disputes regarding the 
correctness of a bill for water service shall be directed to the District Manager for 
consideration and adjustment. 

Section 10.02 Complaints at Board Hearing.   
If a customer is unable to resolve their complaints through discussion with the 
District Manger, the customer may either submit their complaint in writing with a 
full and detailed explanation to the Board, or the customer may appear in person 
before the Board at any regular meeting.    

Section 10.03 Disputed Bills.   
If a resolution to a disputed bill cannot be reached between the customer and the 
Manager, the customer within twenty (20) days after the bill becomes due and 
payable may deposit with the District the amount of the disputed bill, together with 
a full explanation of the dispute.  The remittance so deposited shall be made 
payable t the District, and the District shall be notified that the deposit is against a 
disputed bill.  At its regular meeting following receipt of the deposit, the Board will 
hear the dispute and will render its decision thereon.  The hearing for good cause 
may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Board.  Service will not be 
discontinued pending the outcome of the hearing, provided that subsequent bills 
are paid or the amount thereof deposited unconditionally with the District. 

Section 10.04 Water Bill Adjustment 
A customer may request in writing an adjustment on their water bill, stating that the 
bill for water service was excessive due to the loss of water beyond the meter 
outlet as a result of a faulty fixture or broken or damaged pipe. Upon making a 
finding and determination that the customer’s bill for water service is excessively 
high, that the customer exercised timely and reasonable diligence in correcting the 
problem which resulted in excessive water consumption, and that the consumption 
could have reasonably gone unnoticed, the District Manager may authorize 
adjustment of the customer’s bill. 
 
Whenever the District approves a customer’s request for adjustment due to loss of 
water beyond the meter, the consumptive tier charge applicable to the last unit of 
usage for the customer’s annual average monthly usage shall be utilized and 
applied to all units of consumption in excess of the customer’s monthly annual 
usage.  
 
The customer’s actual total water charges due the District for said period will be 
recalculated based upon the aforementioned procedure. The customer’s bill shall 
be adjusted by 50% of the usage in excess of the customer’s annual average 
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monthly usage. Excluded from the adjustment will be any and all amounts in 
excess of $2,500. 
 
Said adjustment may only be administered one time per customer account and 
may only be applied to one billing period. In addition, the District Manager may 
enter into an arrangement for repayment of such excessive bill, providing all unpaid 
charges are paid within 24 months. The customer shall pay the adjusted water bill. 
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Article XI. PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE 

Section 11.01 Payment of Cost.   
The applicant for private fire protection service shall pay the total actual cost of 
installation of the service from the distribution main to the customer’s premises 
including the cost of a detector check, meter or other suitable and equivalent 
device, valve and meter box, said installation to become the property of the District. 

Section 11.02 No Connection to Other System.   
There shall be no connections between this fire protection system and any other 
water distribution system on the premises. 

Section 11.03 Use.   
There shall be no water used through the fire protection service except to 
extinguish accidental fires and for testing the fire equipment. 

Section 11.04 Meter rates.   
Any consumption of water recorded on the meter will be charged for at such rates 
as the Board may fix by resolution, except that no charge will be made for water 
used to extinguish accidental fires where such fires have been reported to the fire 
department. 

Section 11.05 Monthly rates.   
The monthly rates for private fire protection shall be established by the Board. 
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Article XII. RATES AND CHARGES 

Section 12.01 Establishment of Rates and Charges.  
 The Board may by resolution establish the rates and charges for all services which 
the District is authorized to furnish.  Such rates and charges shall be fixed to apply 
uniformly throughout the District or within areas within the District according to the 
circumstances that prevail in such areas. 

Section 12.02 Connection Fee – Bear Creek Road Main Extension 
The District has installed and paid for a water main extension in Bear Creek Road 
commencing approximately 2,950 feet from Highway 9 and extending to the 
entrance of Bear Creek Estates Subdivision, thereby increasing the service area 
of the District. In addition to all other regular charges for service connections 
prevailing from time to time, charges based upon meter size as shown on the 
District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges as ‘Bear Creek Road Main 
Extension Connection Fees’ shall be paid upon application for any service 
connections made to or served by the said water main extension, except 
connections made to the Bear Creek Estates distribution system. 

Section 12.03 Connection Fee 
Each applicant for new water service connection shall pay a connection fee to the 
District at the time of filing an application for water service based upon the size of 
the meter to be installed according the District’s most current Schedule of Rates 
and Charges. 
 
No application for a new water service shall be deemed complete until the 
connection fee is paid to the District. The connection fee shall be in addition to the 
charge for the installation of water service and private fire protection service and 
other pre-connection charges established by the Board of Directors. 

Section 12.04 Exemption 
No applicant for new water service connection shall be exempt from the payment 
of the connection fee unless specifically exempted therefrom by resolution of the 
Board of Directors. Such exemption shall be granted only upon a finding by the 
Board of Directors that facilities or other consideration are furnished to the District 
in lieu of the capital costs component upon which the connection fee is based. 

Section 12.05 Meter Installation for Regular Water Service, Charges For 
The charges for setting meters for regular water service are established as shown 
on the District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges. 
 
The District shall install the meter at cost. Where the cost is greater than the 
deposit, the Applicant shall pay the District the balance. Where the deposit is 
greater than the cost, the District shall refund the remaining amount. 
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Section 12.06 Water Charges – Regular Service 

(a) The standard minimum monthly fixed water charge per meter shall be as 
shown on the District’s most current Schedule of Rates and Charges. 

(b) Each residential dwelling unit receiving water service from the District shall 
have metered water service which shall be sized in accordance with District 
standards. 

(i) Definition – For purposes of this section, a residential dwelling unit is 
defined as each structure or unit within a structure which is designed, 
constructed or used for human habitation and which is improved with 
cooking facilities and permanent connections to sanitation facilities and 
has an area for sleeping. Examples of residential dwelling units include a 
single family residence, each apartment within an apartment building, 
each unit of a duplex, each mobile home unit or trailer unit within a mobile 
home park or trailer park, a cabin and a trailer. This definition does not 
include recreational vehicles designed and used for intermittent 
recreational use. However, if a recreational vehicle or similar unit is 
actually used as a permanent dwelling unit and otherwise meets the 
definition herein, it shall be charged as a residential dwelling unit. 

(c) Each parcel improved with one or more residential dwelling units shall have 
a water meter sized in accordance with District standards. 

(d) Each parcel improved with one or more residential dwelling units shall be 
required to have a separate meter for each dwelling unit.  

(e) A customer who is dissatisfied with the determination of the District Manager 
regarding the classification of a structure or a recreational vehicle as a 
residential dwelling unit may appeal that determination to the Board of 
Directors. 

(f) The owner of a parcel which is improved with two or more residential 
dwelling units may appeal the water meter size requirements set forth in this 
section on the grounds that: The additional unit or units is/are used or 
occupied fewer than forty days per year; and such use is limited to personal 
guests of the occupants of the main unit; and that such additional units are 
not let, leased or rented. An application for a variance shall be filed pursuant 
to the appeal procedure set forth in this section. The Board of directors may 
grant such a variance, with conditions, including time limitations, and may 
also revoke such variance for good cause. The Board of Directors shall set 
an annual review date of the first meeting in November of each year to 
consider expirations, new applications and applications for renewal of such 
meter size variances. This review date is not exclusive, and the Board may 
schedule additional hearings on variations as appropriate. 
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Section 12.07 Water Charges - Surplus Water 
Fixed charges and unit charges for surplus water shall be established by the Board 
of Directors from time to time.  

Section 12.08 Account Establishment Deposit and Charge 
A non-refundable account establishment deposit of $40.00 shall be required when 
setting up a new account. 
 
The account establishment deposit shall be held by the District until the property 
is transferred and the account is closed, at which time the deposit will be applied 
to the closing bill. Interest on such deposit, if any, shall accrue at the same rate of 
other District investments. 
 
The account establishment deposit shall be $15.00 if the applicant opening the 
account has another account with the District which is active and current. 

Section 12.09 Sizing of Meters 
Meters shall be sized on a fixture unit basis. Fixture units shall be counted as 
provided in the most currently adopted Uniform Plumbing Code of the State of 
California (UPC). Water supply outlets for items not listed within the UPC shall be 
computed at their maximum demand. The total equivalent fixture units on the 
actual installation shall be added up and the meter shall be sized in accordance 
with District Standards. 
 
Applicants shall provide plans to the District showing the fixture units anticipated 
for the house. Should the final count of actually installed fixture units be greater 
than those anticipated, then the actually installed units shall be the basis for sizing 
of the meter and paying connection fees. 

Section 12.10 Connection Charges 
Connection charges shall be based upon the size of the meter determined by the 
District. Connection charges for Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems shall be equal 
to the meter size excluding the count of fixture units for the fire sprinklers. Existing 
domestic services shall pay additional connection charges if a fixture unit count of 
all fixtures attached to the meter requires a larger meter, excluding the count of 
fixture units for fire sprinklers. 

Section 12.11 Water Meter Review Sheet 
The District will prepare water meter review sheets for any proposed fire sprinkler 
system in combination with a domestic service. The District will deny those 
systems which exceed the capabilities of the District’s infrastructure in any 
particular area. The applicant may appeal a denial to the Board of Directors. 

Section 12.12 Customer Responsibility for Worn-out meters 
All District customers, regardless of whether they have combined fire sprinklers 
and domestic systems, or simply domestic systems, are responsible for the entire 
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cost of replacing undersized meters worn-out due to excessive flows; either 
intermittent or continuous. The District shall accumulate the costs of replacing a 
worn-out meter and shall charge the customer the cost that has been incurred. 
Larger meters installed due to higher flows shall pay additional connection charges 
for the increase in meter size. 

Section 12.13 Exclusion of Liability for Loss or Supply or Pressure 
An applicant requesting service shall indemnify and hold the District, its officers 
and employees harmless from any claims that may result from the failure to supply 
adequate flow, adequate pressure or the changing of the District’s system 
operation which might affect either the fire or domestic service. Additionally, any 
losses that might occur due to such an effect will also be excluded from recovery. 

Section 12.14 Water Use 
The customer is responsible for all charges resulting from water going through the 
meter regardless of its ultimate use. 

Section 12.15 Signature on Waiver 
All applicants for service shall sign a waiver informing them that the District is not 
responsible for delivering adequate water supply, adequate pressure or 
maintaining connections within certain pressure zones and that the District will not 
be responsible for ay damages due to the failure of any private fire system. 

Section 12.16 Residential Fire Sprinkler System 
A residential fire sprinkle system up to a one-inch meter sizing may be installed in 
conjunction with a domestic service through a single service line supplying a new 
residential dwelling. All fire sprinkler systems above the size of one-inch meter size 
shall be installed in accordance with current District Standards. 
 
The charges for installation of a joint domestic and residential fire protection 
service shall be at the actual cost to the District. The applicant shall place a deposit 
with the District. The amount of deposit shall be determined by the District Manger 
based on specific conditions of the installation. Costs exceeding the deposit shall 
be paid to the District by the applicant prior to receiving service. Any deposit money 
remaining after installation will be refunded to the applicant. Upon request, the 
District will provide a detailed cost breakdown for the installation of a residential 
fire sprinkler service. 

Section 12.17 Collection Charge 
If an employee is dispatched to discontinue water service for non-payment of a 
water bill or sewer bill, but prior to the actual disconnection of the service the 
District receives payment of the delinquent bill, the customer shall pay the sum of 
$20.00 in addition to the tendered payment of the delinquent bill. 
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Section 12.18 Reconnection Charge 
After a discontinuance of water service for violation of these Rules and Regulations 
or any other ordinance or resolution, the customer shall pay to the District a 
reconnection charge of $40.00 to reconnect water service. 
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Article XIII. SEWERAGE RULES, REGULATIONS, RATES, AND CHARGES 

Section 13.01 Service Charge 
The charge for sewerage service within the service area of the Bear Creek Estates 
Sewage Treatment Plant is $45.00 per month. 

Section 13.02 Regulation of Sewerage Discharge—Bear Creek Estates 

(a) Purpose.  The purpose of these Rules and Regulations is to control and 
regulate sewage, liquid waste and industrial waste discharges into the 
sewerage system and treatment facilities of Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, 
and 5 and maintained by the San Lorenzo Valley Water District so the 
operations of and discharges from the sewerage system comply with all 
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to the provisions of the federal Clean Water Act and the Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Control Act, as implemented and enforced by the Central 
Coast Region Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

(b) Scope.  These wastewater discharge Rules and Regulations sets uniform 
requirements for all waste discharges into the wastewater collection and 
treatment system and enables the San Lorenzo Valley Water District to 
comply with the administrative provisions of the Clean Water Grant 
regulations.  The water quality requirements are set by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board and the applicable effluent limitations, national 
standards of performance, toxic and pretreatment effluent standards, and 
any other discharge criteria which are required or authorized by State or 
Federal law, and are to derive the maximum public benefit by regulating the 
quality and quantity f wastewater discharged into those systems.  These 
Rules and Regulations provides for the establishment of a surveillance and 
enforcement procedure to control the discharge of quality and quantity of 
certain wastes.  Revenues derived from the costs required by these Rules 
and Regulations shall be used to defray the District’s cost of conducting 
operation and maintenance of the system.  The provisions of these Rules 
and Regulations shall apply to the discharge of all wastes to a public sewer 
of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District’s Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, 
and 5 wastewater treatment facility. 

(c) Policy.  The San Lorenzo Valley Water District protects the health, welfare 
and safety of the local residents by constructing, operating and maintaining 
a system of local sewers and laterals, trunk sewers and interceptors, and 
liquid waste treatment and disposal facilities that service the homes of 
residents in Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, and 5.  The following basic 
policies apply to sewage and liquid waste discharged into the sewerage 
system provided such wastes will not: 
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(i) Contain toxics or other pollutants in amounts of concentration that 
endanger public health. 

(ii) Detrimentally affect the local environments; 

(iii) Create nuisances such as odors, insects, etc. 

(iv) Endanger the physical integrity of the treatment works; 

(v) Impose excessive collection, treatment or disposal costs on the District; 

(vi) Significantly interfere with wastewater treatment processes; or 

(vii) Cause violation of effluents or water quality limits and quantity 
requirements hereinafter established. 

(viii) The highest and best use of the sewerage system is the collection, 
treatment, and reclamation or disposal of domestic sewage.  The use of 
the sewerage system for industrial waste discharges is strictly forbidden 
by these Rules and Regulations.  Users of the system will be required to 
comply with requirements as established by (1) The Environmental 
Protection Agencies of the United States; (2) State Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Central Coast Region; (3) Santa Cruz County, and (4) San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District when discharging sewage and/or applying 
for approval to hook up a new home to the system and begin the discharge 
of sewage to the system. 

(d) Inspection.  Water District inspectors or other authorized personnel shall 
identify themselves when entering any property for inspection purposes or 
when inspecting the work of any contractor.  Inspection of every facility that 
is involved with the discharge of waste to the sewage collection and 
treatment facilities may be made by the District Manager or the Manager’s 
representative.  Inspections may be made to determine that such facilities 
are maintained and operated properly and are adequate to meet the 
provisions of these Rules and Regulations.  Access to all facilities connected 
to the sewerage system shall be given to authorized personnel at all 
reasonable times or at other times when occasioned by emergency 
conditions.  No person shall interfere with, delay, resist or refuse entrance to 
an authorized inspector attempting to inspect any waste generation, 
conveyance or treatment facility connected to the sewerage system. 

(e) Enforcement of Rules and Regulations.  An authorized representative of the 
Water District may issue a Notice of non-Compliance/Order to Correct, or a 
Notice of Violation.  A Notice of Non-Compliance/Order to Correct requires 
the party in violation to correct the identified non-compliance within 30 days, 
or as determined by the Water District. If at the end of that time the non-
compliance condition has not been corrected to the District’s requirements, 
a Notice of Violation will be issued.. 
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(f) Penalty for Violations.  Any person who knowingly makes any false 
statement, representation, record, report, plan, r other document filed with 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board and/or the State Water Resources 
Control Board, or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders 
inaccurate any monitoring device or method required by the laws of the State 
of California shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) or by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than six 
months or by both. Upon issuance of a Notice of Violation the District will 
begin charging penalties as specified below. Additionally, discontinuance of 
Service may be enforced.  

 
Any person who willfully or negligently discharges pollutants except as allowed by 
waste discharge requirements or who willfully or negligently violates any effluent 
standard, water quality related effluent standard, national standard of 
performance, toxicity, or who violates any cease and desist order, prohibition, or 
waste discharge requirements shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-
five thousand ($25,000) nor less than two thousand five hundred ($2,500) for each 
day in which such violation occurs, or by imprisonment for not more than one year 
in the county jail, or by both.  If the conviction is for a violation committed after a 
first conviction of such person under this section, punishment shall be by a fine of 
not more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for each day in which such violation 
occurs, or by imprisonment for not more than two years in the county jail or both. 
 
In the event of such violation, the District shall, upon authorization of its Board of 
Directors, petition the superior court to impose, assess, and recover such sums. 

(a) Notice.  Whenever the District Manager finds that any person has violated 
or is violating these Rules and Regulations, or any prohibition, limitation, or 
requirement contained herein, the District Manager may serve upon such 
person a written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a 
reasonable time, not to exceed thirty (30) days for the satisfactory correction 
thereof.  Such notice shall be served in person or by registered or certified 
mail.  If served by mail, the notice shall be sent to the last address known to 
the District.  Notice shall be deemed to have been given at the time of 
deposit, postage prepaid, in a facility regularly serviced by the United States 
Postal Service. 

(b) Time Limits.  Any time limit provided in any written notice or in any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations shall be extended only by a written direction 
of the District Manager. 

(c) Establishment of Rules and Regulations.  The District Manager is hereby 
authorized and empowered to adopt such rules, regulations and standards 
as may be deemed reasonably necessary to protect the District sewerage 
facilities, to control and regulate the proper use thereof; provided, however, 
that the terms and provisions of such rules and regulations shall be 
promulgated in a manner best directed to result in the uniform control of the 
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sewerage systems within the District.  District Manager shall, from time to 
time as he deems necessary, prepare additional rules and regulations as to 
the quality of the sewage or liquid waste discharged to the sewerage facilities 
of the District, and act to modify or amend such existing rules and regulations 
as he deems necessary.  A discharger shall have the right to appeal any 
rule, regulation or standard on the grounds of extreme hardship, before the 
Board of Directors. 

(d) Reconsideration and Appeal Procedures.  If the ruling made by the District 
Manager is unsatisfactory to the person requesting reconsideration, the 
person may make a written appeal to the Board of Directors within 45 days 
after notice of the action taken by the District Manager.  The written appeal 
shall state all the pertinent aspects of the matter.  Within forty-five days after 
the written appeal is received, the Board of Directors shall hold appear 
personally or through counsel, cross examine witnesses, and present 
evidence in their own behalf.  Notice of the hearing shall be given at least 
fifteen days prior to the date of the hearing.  Within 45 days after the hearing 
is closed, said Board of Directors shall make a final ruling on the appeal. 

(e) Payment of Charges and Delinquencies.  All fees and charges made 
pursuant to the provisions of these Rules and Regulations and the approved 
Schedule of Fees are due and payable upon receipt of notice thereof.  All 
such charges shall be and become delinquent twenty days after mailing or 
delivering notice thereof to the mailing address of the person subject to 
charges.  All delinquent charges shall be deemed a violation of these Rules 
and Regulations and each day any such charge remains delinquent shall be 
deemed a separate violation.  Discontinuance of Service will be enforced. 

(f) Recording of Fees and Charges.  The District shall keep a permanent and 
accurate account of all fees and charges received under these Rules and 
Regulations, giving the names and addresses of the persons on whose 
accounts the fees and charges were paid, the date and amount thereof, and 
the purpose for which charges were paid. 

(g) Unless otherwise provided herein, whenever the fee and charges required 
by these Rules and Regulations are based on estimated values or estimated 
quantities, the District Manager shall make such determination in 
accordance with established estimating practices. 

(h) Any charge that becomes delinquent shall have added to it a basic penalty 
charge equal to ten (10) percent of the charge that became delinquent and 
thereafter an additional penalty shall accrue on the total charge due, 
including the ten percent basic penalty, at the rate of one-half of one percent 
(0.5%) per month until paid in full. 

(i) Collection.  Upon direction of the Board of Directors any delinquent charge 
and all penalties including court costs and legal fees thereon, shall be 
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collected by lawsuit in the name of the District.  Any such action for collection 
may include an application for an injunction to prevent repeated and 
reoccurring violations of these Rules and Regulations. 

(j) Malicious Damage to Sewerage Facilities.  Any unauthorized entering, 
breaking, damaging, destroying, uncovering, defacing or tampering with any 
structure, equipment or appurtenance which is a part of the District 
sewerage system shall be a violation of these Rules and Regulations, and 
subject to prosecution under applicable laws. 

(k) Prohibited Waste Discharges.  The constituents prohibited by these Rules 
and Regulations provide specific limits are established.  In some cases, the 
concentration or amount of any particular constituents which will be judged 
to be excessive or unreasonable cannot be foreseen but will depend on the 
results of technical determinations relating to the particular situation and the 
actions of regulatory agencies.  No discharger shall discharge or cause to 
be discharged to a public sewer, which connects to the District sewerage 
system, the following wastes: 

(i) Any explosive mixtures, i.e. liquids, solids, or gases which by reason of 
their nature or quantity are, or may be, sufficient either alone or by 
interaction with other substances to cause fire or explosion or be injurious 
to the sewerage facilities or the operation of the system.  Prohibited 
materials include, but are not limited to, gasoline, kerosene, naphtha, 
benzene, toluene, ethers, and peroxides. 

(ii) Any toxic substances in amounts exceeding standards promulgated by the 
Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
pursuant to Section 307(a) of the Clean Water Act and chemical elements 
or compounds phenols, or other taste or odor-producing substances, 
which may cause public nuisance or hazardous conditions to occur in the 
sewerage system, or any other substances which are not susceptible to 
treatment or which may interfere with biological processes or efficiency f 
the treatment system or that will pass through the system or which may 
cause abnormal increase in the operation costs of the treatment system. 

(iii) Any waste which will cause corrosion or deterioration of treatment system.  
All wastes discharged to the public sewer system must have a PH value 
not less than 6.5 and not more than 8.4 standard units.  Prohibited 
materials include, but are not limited to, acids, caustics, sulfides, 
concentrated chloride and fluoride compounds, and substances which will 
react with water to form acidic products. 

(iv) Solid or viscous wastes which will or may cause obstruction to the flow in 
a sewer, or otherwise interfere with the proper operation of the wastewater 
treatment system.  Prohibited materials include, but are not limited too, 
grease, un-comminuted garbage, animal guts or tissues, paunch manure, 
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bones, hairs, hides or flesh, entrails, whole blood, feathers, ashes, cinders, 
sand spent lime, stone, or marble dust, polishing compounds, resin beads, 
metal, glass, straw, shavings, grass clippings, rags, spent grains, spent 
hops, waste paper, wood, plastic, tar, asphalt residues, residues from 
refining or processing of fuel or lubricating oil, and similar substances. 

(v) Any unpolluted water including, but not limited to, water from swimming 
pols or spa systems or storm water origin, which will increase the hydraulic 
load on the treatment system. 

(vi) Oil and grease concentrations. 

(vii) Any garbage that is not ground sufficiently to pass through a 1/2” screen. 

(viii) Any amounts of suspended solids exceeding a concentration of 500 mg/l. 

(ix) Any wastes with amounts of dissolved solids which may cause violation of 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements. 

(x) Any wastes which have chloride concentrations greater than Regional 
Water Quality Control Board discharge requirements. 

(xi) Any wastes containing over 0.1 mg/l of dissolved sulfides. 

(xii) Any waste containing organophosphouous and carbonate compounds in 
amounts greater than 1.0 mg/l. 

(xiii) Any water added for the purpose of diluting any wastewater discharge 
which would otherwise exceed applicable constituent concentration limit 
shall be considered a violation of these Rules and Regulations. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged to any public sewer which 
connects to the District sewerage system any sewage, liquid waste or industrial 
waste, if in the opinion of the District Manager such discharge may have an 
adverse or harmful effect on sewers maintenance personnel, sewage treatment 
plant personnel or equipment, treatment plant effluent quality, public or private 
property, or may otherwise endanger the public or local ecological system or create 
a public nuisance.  The District Manager in determining the acceptability of specific 
wastes, shall consider the nature of the waste and the adequacy and nature of the 
collection, treatment, and disposal system available to accept the waste.  Affected 
persons shall have the right of appeal before the Board of Directors as set forth in 
Section 17.2j if the District Manager’s determination creates an extreme hardship 
or is considered unreasonable. 

(a) Liquid Waste Sampling, Analysis and Flow Measurements.  Periodic 
measurements of flow rates, flow volumes, Chemical Oxygen Demand and 
suspended solids shall be made as determined by the District Manager and 
in accordance with the District’s permit to discharge limitations.  All sampling, 
analyses, and flow measurements of industrial or liquid wastes shall be 
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performed by a District approved laboratory or by District personnel.  All 
sewage analyses shall be conducted in accordance with the appropriate 
procedure contained in the current edition of “Standard Methods.”  If no 
appropriate procedure is contained therein, the standard procedure of the 
industry or a procedure judged satisfactory by the District Manager shall be 
used to measure flow constraints and constituents.  Any laboratory or public 
agency performing tests shall furnish any required test date or information 
on the test methods or equipment used, if requested to do so by the District 
Manager.  The sampling, analysis and flow measurement procedures, 
equipment and results shall be subject at any time to inspection by the 
District.  Sample and flow measurement facilities shall be such as to provide 
safe access to authorized District personnel. 

(b) Damage to Sewerage Facilities or Processes By Prohibited Waste or Liquid 
Waste Discharge.  Any discharger who negligently allows or intentionally 
discharges or causes the discharge of prohibited sewage liquid waste or 
industrial wastes to the public sewer and such discharge causes damage to 
District facilities r causes detrimental effects on District treatment processes 
shall be liable to the District for all damages casued. 

(c) Excessive Sewer Maintenance Expense.  No dischargers shall discharge or 
cause to be discharged to a public sewer, any waste that creates a stoppage, 
plugging, breakage, any significant reduction in sewer capacity or any other 
damage to sewers or sewerage facilities of the District.  Any excessive sewer 
or sewerage maintenance expenses or any other expenses attributed 
thereto will be charged to the offending discharger by the District. 

(d) Availability of Sewerage Facilities.  The sewerage capacity is limited to serve 
the residents in Bear Creek Estates Units 3, 4, and 5 and parcel number 89-
241-16 inclusive.  The specific parcel numbers of units to be served are as 
follows: 

89.301.06; 89.301.07; 89.301.08; 89.301.21; 89.301.20; 89.301.11; 89.301.12; 
89.301.13; 89.301.22; 89.301.16; 89.301.17; 89.301.18; 89.301.19; 89.301.02; 
89.301.01; 89.301.03; 89.301.04; 89.301.05, 89.291.01; 89.291.02; 89.291.03; 
89.291.04; 89.291.05; 89.291.06; 89.291.07; 89.291.08; 89.282.03; 89.282.04; 
89.282.05; 89.282.06; 89.282.07; 89.282.08; 89.282.09; 89.282.10; 89.281.24; 
89.281.23; 89.281.22; 89.281.21; 89.281.20; 89.281.29; 89.281.33; 89.281.17; 
89.281.16; 89.281.15; 89.281.14; 89.281.13; 89.281.04; 89.281.03; 89.281.02; 
89.281.01; 89.281.12; 89.281.32; 89.281.31; 89.281,10; 89.281.10; 89.281.09; 
89.281.08; 89.281.07; 89.281.06; 89.281.05; 89.421.16 (Note: Not in Bear Creek 
Estates) 
 
 The above parcels are the only parcels eligible for connection to the system. 
 
The District may refuse or delay immediate service to new facilities in the above 
specified parcels if quantity or quality of wastewater is unacceptable in the 
available treatment facility. 
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(e) Discharge of Rainwater or Uncontaminated Water.  No person shall 
discharge or cause to be discharged any rainwater, storm water, 
groundwater, street drainage, subsurface drainage, roof drainage, 
swimming pol, spa drainage, yard drainage, water from yard fountains, 
ponds or landscape irrigation or any other uncontaminated water into any 
sewage facility owned by the District. 

(f) Hookup Procedure for Parcels Designed to Be Incorporated into the System.  
A County building permit must be obtained prior to the request of the San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District for a permit to hook onto the system.  The 
District will provide a letter of intent upon request by the parcel owner so a 
County building permit can be obtained.  Once a sewer connection permit 
request is filed with the San Lorenzo Valley Water District, one full set of 
plans will be required for Staff review of operation and proposed placement 
of mains and laterals for the collection of domestic wastewater.  Prior to the 
issuance of the sewer connection permit by the District, Staff will inspect the 
proposed site and review any comments made by Santa Cruz County.  If no 
errors or problems are encountered, a sewer connection permit will be 
issued. 

 
All mains, laterals and manholes are to be constructed in accordance with Santa 
Cruz County codes and standards.  Site inspections will be required during 
construction of the new laterals and mains to insure proper construction 
procedures.  The following quality assurance tests must be met before acceptance 
of a new lateral, main or manhole is approved. 
 
It is the owner’s responsibility to maintain the sewer lateral from the residence to 
the street main collection system. 
 
Any owner of a  parcel noted in this section may request to sell their hookup right 
which is connected to their parcel separate from the parcel itself.  Prior to the sale 
f the hookup right, the owner is required to notify and receive Santa Cruz County 
approval and San Lorenzo Valley Water District approval in writing.  The owner will 
be required to file a public notice of no connection possibility for a parcel previously 
listed as available for hookup to the Bear Creek Estates system and that the parcel 
will not be required to meet all Class II requirements as specified by the State.  
There are only 60 maximum connectible parcels for Bear Creek Estates Sewerage 
Facilities. 
 
A recorded attachment too the deed of the property would be required stating the 
information contained in the public notice above. 
 

Section 13.03 Sewer Service Rates and Charges 
Basic service costs include those for routine performance, inspections, 
enforcement, water and effluent quality monitoring, and general agency 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

98125



 

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

37 

administrative costs and overhead.  These services benefit all users to an equal 
degree and will be charged as an equal service fee to all users. Current rates and 
charges for sewer service are listed in the current Schedule or Rates and Charges. 
 
Special services costs include the services outlined below which benefit specific 
properties and which will be supported by the benefitting properties.  Costs for 
these services will be accounted for separately and billed on an as-delivered basis 
to the benefiting properties in the subsequent basic services bill. 
 
Construction Inspections: $60 per lot. 
Special Inspections:  $15.00 per lot. 
Design Inspections/Review:  $15.00 per lot. 
Legal Costs for Abatement:  Charged at agency cost. 
Permit for Hookup to System:  $750 per lot. 
Sewer Main Extension Required by Developer:  At cost of developer plus 
inspection costs. 
 
Charges are established by resolution of the Board of Directors and/or 
amendments to same.  The residents and owners of the eligible parcels as 
specified in this Article are ultimately responsible for the costs to purchase, build, 
operate and maintain the system.
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Article XIV. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASING 

Section 14.01 General 
All purchase of and contracts for supplies, materials, equipment and services shall 
be based, whenever feasible, on competitive bids or quotations.  Notwithstanding 
the provisions of these regulations, if the expenditure for the routine purchase of 
supplies, materials, equipment or services is estimated to cost Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500) or less, the District Manager may authorize such purchase without 
calling for competitive bids or quotations. 

Section 14.02 Public Notice.   
All contracts to be awarded by competitive bidding shall be advertised via on-line 
posting, publication in trade or association periodicals or websites, and by other 
forms of distribution as determined by the District Manager, to ensure sufficient 
responsive bids . 

Section 14.03 Lowest Responsible Bidder 
All purchases shall be made from and all contracts shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, except that when price and quality are equal, preference may 
be extended to local bidders. 

Section 14.04 Rejection of Bids.   
The Board of Directors hereby reserves the right and discretion to reject any and 
all bids if the Board determines that to do so would be in the best interest of the 
District, or for any other reason permitted by law. 

Section 14.05 Informal Bidding Procedure.   
When the estimated cost for purchases of materials, supplies, or contractual 
services exceeds Five Hundred Dollars ($500) but is less than Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000), the informal bidding procedure set forth herein shall be followed.  
Quotations shall be required and shall be solicited by posting notices to bidders on 
the Districts bulletin board and by written or telephone requests from at least three 
different available sources of supply. Upon receiving at least three quotations, the 
District Manager shall be authorized to contract for the purchase of materials, 
supplies or services by means of a written purchase order.  Quotations shall be 
open to public inspection for thirty days after purchase. 

Section 14.06 Formal Bidding Procedures.   
When the estimated cost for purchases of materials, supplies, or contractual 
services exceeds Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), the formal bidding procedure 
set forth herein shall be followed.  Written contracts for the purchase of materials, 
supplies or services shall be required and shall be approved as to form by the 
attorney for the District. 
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Section 14.07 Waiver of Provisions--$500 or less 

(a) Waiver of Provisions—Competitive Bidding.  Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of these rules, the board by four-fifths vote may waive as to 
individual purchases the competitive bidding requirements of these rules and 
may make such purchases without calling for bids. 

Section 14.08 Signing of Contracts.   
All contracts shall be signed in behalf of the District by the president of the Board 
of Directors. 

Section 14.09 Professional, Specialized, Consultant or Sole Source.   
Whenever professional specialized consultant or sold source services or supplies 
are purchased, the Board may dispense with the provisions of this Article. 
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Article XV. CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM 
*** Blank *** 
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Article XVI. WELLS 

Section 16.01 Permit Requirement 

(a) No well shall be constructed within the District until a health permit is 
obtained from the County Health Officer by the Applicant under County 
procedure and regulations including quality and quantity and a well permit is 
issued by the District. 

(b) Within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of the application, the Board 
shall either grand, conditionally grant, or deny the permit.  A permit shall not 
be issued if in the judgment of the District Manager, the well may jeopardize 
the health, safety, or welfare of the people of the District.  The District 
Manager shall require that there be compliance, at the Applicant’s expense, 
with the California Environmental Quality Act and Water Well Standards of 
the State of California, if, in the District Manager’s opinion there may be a 
significant effect on the environment or the resources of the District.  The 
decision of the District Manager may be appealed to the Board. 

(c) The District may not deny a permit in areas which will not affect the wells of 
the District.  In these areas the District, by the conditions of a permit, will only 
insure that wells will not damage other users of groundwater basins.  The 
District may deny permits in areas which do affect the wells of the District 
and then only upon passing a resolution declaring a groundwater 
emergency. 

Section 16.02 Permit procedure.  
Application for District well permit shall be made on forms provided by the District 
and shall include reference to a County Permit showing that the location and 
conditions meet requirements of the County Health Officer.  Application for a well 
permit shall be accompanied with fee of $25 provided however, that if said parcel 
or any portion thereof, be situated within 500 lineal feet or less from an existing fire 
hydrant, an additional fire protection, water storage and transmission fee shall be 
paid the District in the amount of 20 percent of the then current District water 
connection fee, and further provided that if the conditions imposed by the District 
require that said well use be monitored by the District pursuant to an Environmental 
Impact Report or other finding, that actual cost thereof shall be billed to the 
Applicant on a quarterly basis and the Applicant shall pay said billing within 30 
days.  The additional fire protection, water storage and transmission fee shall be 
waived if the parcel is a non-multiple unit customer of the District. 

Section 16.03 Exemption for Pre-Existing Wells.  
Any property upon which a well had been completed prior to March 16, 1987, shall 
be exempt from the requirements f this article provided:  (1) said existing well 
continues to meet health requirements, and (2) that the water extracted from the 
well shall not be used beyond the limits of the property upon which the well is 
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situated, and (3) that the depth, diameter, or volume of the flow from the well is not 
increased. 

Section 16.04 Well Failure.  
The issuance of a well permit does not warrant or assure that water production will 
continue or will be supplemented by the District in the event of subsequent failure 
of said private well.  Permits, if issued, allow the Applicant to exercise a right to 
drill and use a well to serve the property upon which the well is situated.  The 
permit procedure herein provided is a means to establish information about and 
limitations on the extraction of water to protect the general health, safety and 
welfare of the entire community water supply. 

Section 16.05 Reservation of District’s Right to Serve Public.  
The issuance of a permit by the District shall not entitle the permit applicant, their 
successors and assigns, to gain higher or exclusive rights to said water over those 
rights of the District, but shall be subject to the higher pre-emptive public rights of 
the District in the event of an emergency to protect the general health, safety and 
welfare of the District and its inhabitants. 

Section 16.06 Expiration of Permits. 

(d) Each permit issued pursuant to this article shall expire and become null and 
void if the work authorized thereby has not been completed within one year 
following the issuance of the well permit. 

(e) Upon expiration of any permit issued pursuant thereto, no further work may 
be done in connection with construction, repair, reconstruction, or 
abandonment of a well unless and until a new permit for such purpose is 
secured in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

Section 16.07 Investigation.  
The District Manager or the Manager’s authorized representative may, upon 
reasonable cause to believe that a well is causing a nuisance by polluting or 
contaminating ground water, investigate the situation to determine whether such a 
nuisance does in fact exist.  He shall have the power, when in the performance of 
the manager’s duty and upon first presenting credentials and identifying as an 
employee of the District to any person apparently in control of the premises to enter 
upon such premises between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. to discover or 
inspect any condition which appears to indicate such a nuisance.  He may examine 
such premises, things, or conditions, take such samples and make such other tests 
as needed and take other steps reasonably necessary for the proper investigation 
and determination of whether such a nuisance exists. 

Section 16.08 Order to Abate Nuisance.  
Whenever the District Manager determines that a well is polluting or contaminating 
groundwater or is otherwise not in compliance with the provisions of this article, 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

104131



 

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Rules and Regulations 

43 

the Board may order the abatement of said well as a nuisance in accordance with 
the provisions of this article or the County Water District Law. 

Section 16.09 Groundwater Emergency.  
A groundwater emergency shall be declared in areas demonstrated to be 
experiencing a groundwater overdraft exceeding the safe yield in order to prevent 
further depletion and degradation of water resources where such degradation 
threatens the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 

(a) A declaration of a groundwater emergency shall be made by the Board upon 
recommendation of the District Manager and only after a public hearing.  
Such an emergency shall be declared by resolution of the Board after said 
public hearing to consider all relevant information such as, but not limited to, 
the most current groundwater study, recommendations of water purveyors 
and only after the first three findings or the fourth can be made: 

(i) The designated areas experienced a groundwater overdraft exceeding the 
long-term average annual recharge of groundwater resources; 

(ii) The creation of new wells or the expansion of existing wells will 
significantly increase the demand on the affected aquifer and thereby 
increase the overdraft and; 

(iii) The continuation of the overdraft will result in further depletion and 
degradation of the water resource that can lead to, but is not limited to, 
impairment of the aquifer or allowing the ingress f low quality or saline 
waters. 

(iv) Contamination of the groundwater has caused an emergency in the 
existing wells in the area. 

(b) Measures to Alleviate Groundwater Emergency.  The areas where a 
groundwater emergency is declared, the Board shall take action to establish 
water conservation measures, to limit construction of new wells, to require 
pumping from or expansion of existing wells, and in order to prevent 
depletion and degradation of the affected aquifer. 

(c) Duration of Groundwater Emergency.  A groundwater emergency and the 
measures enacted to alleviate the emergency shall remain in effect until 
rescinded as established below. 

(d) Rescinding of Groundwater Emergency.  A groundwater emergency shall be 
rescinded by resolution of the Board after a public hearing when one of the 
following findings are made. 

(i) Alternative water sources which compensate for the existing overdraft and 
supply the affected area are developed. 
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(ii) A groundwater management program is implemented which will allow for 
additional development without contribution to groundwater overdraft; or 

(iii) The Board determines that new information is available which indicates 
that the technical data upon which the original findings were based is no 
longer valid. 

Section 16.10 Enforcement. 

(a) Notice of Violation.  In the event a well subject to this article is found to be a 
public nuisance contrary to the terms of this article or the permit issued 
pursuant to this article, the District Manager shall give written notice to the 
owner of the land as shown on the most recent equalized assessment roll, 
or the permittee at this address listed on the permit if a permit has been 
issued, which notice shall state the nature of the violation, the corrective 
measure to be taken, and a reasonable time within which correction must be 
made.  Said notice shall include a statement that if the landowner or 
permittee fails to make corrections within the period specified, the District 
may abate the condition at owner or permittee’s expense. 

(b) Abatement by District.  If the corrections listed in the notice given pursuant 
to the Article are not made as required in said notice, the District Manager 
with the approval of the Board, and after a reasonable opportunity for the 
person notified to be heard by said Board, may abate the condition.  The 
owner or permittee shall be liable for the cost thereof. 

(c) Emergency Abatement.  If the District Manager finds that a well subject to 
this article is, by reason of condition, operation or maintenance, causing 
significant irreparable damage to the groundwater or presents an immediate 
danger to health and safety, and that it is impracticable to notify the owner 
or permittee, the District Manager may perform emergency work necessary 
to abate the condition without giving notice as required in 10a above, and 
the owner of the land as shown on the last equalized assessment roll shall 
be liable for the costs thereof. 

Section 16.11 Violation a Misdemeanor; Punishment.  
After publication of this article, it is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any 
provision, restriction or prohibition, until the article has been repealed or the 
emergency or threatened emergency has ceased, and upon conviction thereof, 
that person shall be punished by imprisonment in the County jail for not more than 
thirty days or by fine of not more than Six Hundred Dollars ($600), or by both the 
fine and imprisonment. 

Section 16.12 Conflicts.  
All ordinances of the District in conflict with the terms and conditions of this article 
are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
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Article I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.01 General 

(a) The manager shall institute measures to continually monitor the sources 
and facilities of the District to assure the adequacy of such sources and 
facilities to supply the customers of the District, both present and 
prospective. Members of the District’s staff shall be encouraged and 
directed to report to the manager any changes in the sources and facilities 
which might affect in any way the capability of the District to supply its 
customers, present and prospective. The Manager shall report to the 
Board of Directors as required from time to time by the Board of Directors, 
the status of the capability of the District’s sources and facilities to supply 
the District’s customers and meet the demands upon the waterworks 
system. 

(b) The manager shall review all applications for water service connections to 
determine whether such connections can be made to the District’s system 
or any subsystem thereof without impairing the system’s or subsystem’s 
capability of supplying water in accordance with good waterworks 
management practices and shall report to the Board of Directors when, in 
his opinion, the addition of service connections to the District’s system or 
any sub system thereof will reduce the level and quality of service to the 
near minimum of good waterworks management practices. 

(c) The planning and designing of repairs, replacement and improvements of 
District facilities shall be accomplished to provide for the orderly 
development of the waterworks system. Wherever feasible, such planning 
and designing shall provide for the orderly expansion of the District’s 
waterworks system when it is foreseeable that such expansion is 
reasonably probable. 

(d) The manager shall communicate and consult with other public service 
agencies so that the District might cooperate beneficially with other 
agencies in water, sanitation, fire protection, resources management and 
recreation matters. 

Section 1.02 Water System 
The District will operate and maintain a system plant, work and undertaking used 
for and useful in obtaining, conserving and disposing of water for public and 
private uses, including all parts of the enterprise, all appurtenances to it, and 
lands, easements, rights in land, water rights, contract rights, franchises, and the 
water supply, storage and distribution facilities and equipment. 
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Section 1.03 Separability  
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this policy is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this policy. 

Section 1.04 Records 
Current records shall be securely maintained in the offices of the District. Only 
designated employees shall have access to said records. The District shall 
control access to District records and maintain the records in an accurate and 
complete manner. 
 
The District will establish and implement a record control system designed to 
prevent the loss, misplacement or alteration of District Records. Any person 
seeking to inspect public records shall comply with this record control system. 
 
In compliance with the Public Record Request Act, any person, including a 
member of the Board, a District employee, a consultant or agent of the District, or 
a member of the public who desires to inspect District public records shall notify 
the District Manager.  
 
The charge for researching, producing and identifying District records shall be 
the actual cost to the District. Said rates shall be made available to the 
requesting party following receipt by the District of the request for said services. 
 
The charge for photocopying any District document or record shall be fifteen 
cents per standard or legal size page. 

Section 1.05 Employer-Employee Relations.  
Policies for the administration of employer-employee relations under the Meyers-
Milias-Brown Act entitled “Policies of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District for 
the Administration of Employer-Employee Relations” are hereby adopted and 
made a part of these policies.  

Section 1.06 Policy Regarding Access to Personnel Files. 
It is the policy of the District to maintain the confidentiality of employee personnel 
files and records. Such files and records are not public records and access shall 
be limited to legitimate administrative and judicial purposes as set forth in this 
ordinance. Information contained in personnel files, which by law is of public 
record, such as compensation, shall also be maintained as a public record which 
the District shall maintain separately from the personnel files. 
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(a) The District shall maintain all personnel files and records in a secured 
location with restricted access. 

(b) Upon request an employee shall be entitled to a copy of his or her 
complete personnel file and records. 

(c) No personnel files or records shall be removed from the District offices, 
except as compelled by judicial or administrative process or by any other 
specific provision of law. 

(d) Copies of such files or records may be made and/or released only in 
compliance with these Policies and Procedures. 

(e) The District shall not use or disclose or permit its employees, agents, 
members of the Board, or members of the public to have access to, or to 
use or disclose information contained in an employee’s personnel file or 
records except as follows: 

(i) The information may be disclosed to third parties if the employee (or his/her 
legal representative) signs a written, dated authorization for the District to 
disclose such information. Such authorization may state limitations of the type 
or use of information to be disclosed, and the names or functions of the 
person(s) or entities authorized to obtain such information. 

(ii) Such information which is relevant in a lawsuit, arbitration, grievance, or other 
claim or challenge to which the District and the employee are parties may be 
used or disclosed in connection with that proceeding. 

(iii) Information which is relevant to the administration of the District, including the 
administration and maintenance of employee benefit plans, health care plans, 
disability plans, worker’s compensation, insurance plans, financial and/or 
retirement plans, and other similar programs, may be used or disclosed for 
such purpose by the designated District employee(s) responsible for 
administering and maintaining such plan or program. 

(iv) The designation of such employee(s) authorized to have access to personnel 
files of non-classified employees for any stated purposes shall be by Board 
resolution. 

(v) A Personnel Action Form shall be used to document administrative actions 
regarding employment status, compensation, benefits, and payroll deductions. 
Said forms shall be distributed to the employees responsible for administering 
such programs. 

(vi) In an emergency situation, or when the employee is incompetent or 
incapacitated, medical information may be disclosed to a health care 
professional or facility to aid in the diagnosis or treatment of an employee. 

(vii) Except as otherwise provided in these policies and procedures, access to the 
personnel files of non-classified employees shall be limited to the members of 
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the Board of Directors. Such access shall be limited to that part of the 
information contained in personnel files which is relevant to job qualification, 
performance, or evaluation. Access by the members of the Board to other 
information contained in a non-classified employee’s file is permissible only 
upon a prior finding by the Board, except in an emergency, that there is a 
legitimate purpose for such disclosure. Such finding and subsequent authorized 
access by the Board may limit the manner, type, or use of the access or the 
disclosure. 

(viii) Except as otherwise provided in these policies and procedures, access to the 
personnel files of classified employees shall be limited to the manager and the 
employee’s supervisor or supervisors. 
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Article II. PUBLIC FIRE PROTECTION 

Section 2.01 Use of Fire Hydrants.  
Fire hydrants are for use by organized fire protection agencies. Other parties 
desiring to use fire hydrants for any purpose must first obtain written permission 
from the District prior to use and shall operate the hydrant in accordance with 
instructions issued by the District. 

Section 2.02 Penalties.  
The Board may provide penalties for the unauthorized use of hydrants. 
Unauthorized use of hydrants will be prosecuted according to law. 
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Article III. SEWERAGE POLICIES. 

Section 3.01  Facilities 

(a) Infiltration Test. Infiltration is the quantity of water entering a sewer line 
from the groundwater through such means as, but not limited to, defective 
pipe, pipe joints, connections or manhole walls. The infiltration test will be 
used if the static groundwater level is above the top of the constructed 
pipe. No pipe section will be accepted if the infiltration rate exceeds 100 
gallons per inch diameter of pipe per mile length of pipe per 24 hours. 

(b) Leakage Test. Leakage is the quantity of water that has to be added to the 
section of pipeline being tested to maintain the specified test head. With a 
minimum of four feet of water head on the pipe line, the allowable leakage 
will be computed by the formula E = 0.00002 * L * D * H where: 

 
E=the allowable leakage in gallons per minute of pipe tested 
L=the length of pipe tested in feet. 
D=the internal diameter of the pipe in inches. 
H=the difference in elevation in the water surface in the upper manhole and the 
invert of the pipe at the lower manhole (feet). 

(a) Manhole Testing. Each manhole is to be tested by either w1 or w2 above 
depending upon the groundwater conditions at the site of the specific 
manhole.  

(i) Manhole Test—Infiltration. All laterals or mains running through the manhole 
will be plugged with gasket caps or plugs securely fastened or blocked to 
prohibit water from leaving the manhole. The amount of infiltration will be 
measured over a seven-day period and if the amount accumulated does not 
exceed 1.7 percent of the total volume of the structure, the test will be 
considered approved. 

(ii) Manhole Test—Leakage: The test will be the same as for infiltration except the 
manhole will be filled to the maximum water surface level and measurements 
made at the beginning and end of the seven-day test period. If the water loss 
computed between the two water level readings does not exceed 0.7 percent of 
the total volume of water in the structure, the test will be considered approved. 

(b) Sewer laterals. All sewer laterals connected to existing sewer mains must 
be compatible with the type of main line materials. Quality assurance will 
be considered met when: (1) the District receives a submittal from the 
contractor performing the work noting the type and class of pipe to be 
used for the lateral and connection to the main, (2) District personnel is 
present when attachment to the main is accomplished for visual inspection 
of the connection and (3) when an as-build drawing is submitted by the 
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contractor to the District showing the location of laterals connected to the 
main and all invert elevations of the work performed. 

(c) Obstruction Test. The obstruction test is to verify that the constructed main 
or lateral is constantly sloping to the treatment facility and that no physical 
damage has taken place during construction of the pipe line. The 
obstruction test will be accomplished by either method below by District 
personnel.  

(i) Light Inspection. Examine the pipe internally by means of a light held at one 
end and a mirror held at the other. Repeat test with light and mirror 
interchanged. Repair or correction of any misalignments, protuberances, 
defective portions or other defect will be required. 

(ii) Ball Test. When light test is not feasible, a ball test can be conducted by 
passing through the pipeline a round non-compressible ball which is one inch 
less in diameter than the internal diameter of the pipeline. In the event the ball 
is not able t pass through the pipeline, repair of defective pipe section will be 
required. 

(d) Quality assurance of the constructed lateral, main or manhole will be 
considered approved when the above tests are performed and all tests 
pass respective constraints and limits. Any deficiencies are to be 
corrected within five working days after the respective test. If the test fails 
after repairs are made the first time, the District Manager may, at his 
discretion, require the complete replacement of the constructed lateral, 
main or manhole. 

 
All contractor test procedures and replacements will be carried out by the 
contractor at his own expense. 

(a) Determination of Components. The determination of estimation of 
suspended solids or other components contained in sewage and liquid 
waste discharges shall be by one of the following methods. 

(i) Sampling and analysis by District personnel. 

(ii) Estimates determined by a study of waste producing operations leading to the 
discharge. 
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Article IV. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASING 

Section 4.01 Qualification of Bidders.  
The District may, and on contracts for which the estimated cost exceeds $50,000 
(Fifty Thousand Dollars) the District shall require that bidders establish that they 
are qualified and responsible to provide the services, equipment, and/or 
materials to perform the contract in a safe, efficient, reliable and timely manner. 
In order to evaluate those qualifications and to determine which low bid offers 
best response in quality, fitness and capacity to the District’s requirements, prior 
to the award of the contract, the District shall require the low bidder or bidders to 
provide certain information as follows: (a) answer to questions contained in a 
standard form questionnaire and financial statement; (b) evidence of bonds and 
liability and workers’ compensation insurance satisfactory to the District; (c) 
Evidence of a safety record acceptable to the District; (d) Necessary or 
appropriate licenses or certificates; and (e) an acceptable performance record 
with the District or any other public agency. 

(a) Questionnaire. The questionnaire shall include questions which will 
provide information which will provide a basis for the District to evaluate 
the bidder. Such information shall include, among other things, information 
relating to the experience of the bidder in projects of a similar type as the 
proposed project, and shall include references of previous employers. The 
questionnaire shall be signed by the bidder or an authorized designee 
under penalty of perjury. 

(b) Financial Statement. The financial statement shall include information as 
required by the District for the District’s use in determining the bidder’s 
financial ability to perform the contract satisfactorily and shall be signed by 
the bidder or an authorized designee under penalty of perjury. 

(c) Safety Record. The District may disqualify a bidder on the basis that the 
bidder’s safety record is unacceptable. In evaluating the safety record, the 
District shall consider any violations of the CAL OSHA standards, the 
issuance of CAL OSHA citations, and the severity or liability exposure 
resulting from such citations. 

(d) Performance Record with the District or Other Public Agencies. In 
evaluating the qualifications of a bidder, the District shall consider the 
bidders’ performance record with the District or other public agencies. 
Such evaluation shall include, among other things, consideration of the 
bidder’s overall performance, safety, quality, timeliness and compliance 
with the contract. Such evaluation shall also consider any outstanding 
claims or lawsuits involving the District and the bidder. 

(e) Prequalification of Bidders. A prospective bidder shall have the option of 
prequalifying as a bidder on a given project. To exercise this option, a 
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bidder must complete and submit a package of the required qualification 
information, statements and evidences as set forth herein no later than 
fifteen days prior to the bid opening. The District Manager will issue a 
preliminary finding as to whether the prospective bidder is qualified within 
10 days after the completed qualification package is received. 

(f) Appeal of Preliminary Findings. A bidder may appeal the District 
Manager’s preliminary finding of disqualification to the Bard of Directors. A 
disqualified bidder may submit a bid pending a determination by the Board 
f that bidder’s qualifications. If that bidder is the low bidder the Board will 
consider the bidder’s qualification and issue a finding prior to award of the 
contract. 

(g) Disqualification of Bidders. The Board may disqualify any bidder who fails 
to submit the completed questionnaire, financial statement, licenses, 
safety record, bonds, insurances, or other required information in a timely 
manner. The Board may disqualify any bidder whose information as 
required is not satisfactory and acceptable to the Board. A bidder may be 
disqualified on the basis that the bidder, any officer of such bidder, or any 
employee of such bidder who has a proprietary interest in such bidder, 
has been disqualified or prevented from bidding on or completing a 
federal, state, or local project because of a violation of law or a safety 
regulation. 

(h) Rejection of Bid. Upon disqualification of a bidder as set forth herein, the 
Board may reject that bidder’s bid for the contract award. 

(i) Questionnaires and Financial Statements Are Not Public Records. The 
questionnaire and financial statements required herein are not public 
records and are not open to public inspection. 

Section 4.02 Sealed Bids 

(a) Solicitation of Sealed Bids. Sealed bids shall be solicited by posting on the 
District’s bulletin board, or by mailing to at least three or more prospective 
bidders, bid forms listing materials and specifications or services desired. 
The Board of Directors may also direct that additional solicitation or public 
notice be provided. 

(b) Contents of Bid Forms for Sealed Bids. In addition to stating the amount, 
quality and specifications of materials or contractual services desired, bid 
forms shall contain or be accompanied by written statements indicating 
the latest date when sealed bids will be received; the date they will be 
opened; the amount, if any, f good faith deposit or bid bond to accompany 
the bid; whether or not a completion or delivery date bond will be required, 
and an envelope clearly marked “Sealed Bid” in which the bid is to be 
returned. 
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(c) Submission of Sealed Bids. Sealed bids shall be submitted or mailed to 
the Secretary of the District, sealed in the envelope furnished by the 
District, accompanied with the amount of good faith deposit, if required, 
and accompanied by a statement under oath that the bidder has not been 
a party to any uniform or fixed price agreement. 

(d) Opening and Tabulation of Bids. All sealed bids shall be opened on the 
date set for opening and shall be tabulated and available for public 
inspection during regular business hours for a period of 30 days after 
opening. 

(e) Failure to Enter into Contract. Any successful bidder who fails to furnish 
an acceptable completion or delivery date bond as required or who fails to 
enter into a written contract with the District for a period of 10 days after 
notice of its approval by the District Counsel shall forfeit his good faith 
deposit or become liable to the District on his bid bond, if any, and the 
District may award the contract to the next lowest responsible bidder. 
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Article I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.01 General 

(a) The manager shall institute measures to continually monitor the sources 
and facilities of the District to assure the adequacy of such sources and 
facilities to supply the customers of the District, both present and 
prospective. Members of the District’s staff shall be encouraged and 
directed to report to the manager any changes in the sources and facilities 
which might affect in any way the capability of the District to supply its 
customers, present and prospective. The Manager shall report to the 
Board of Directors as required from time to time by the Board of Directors, 
the status of the capability of the District’s sources and facilities to supply 
the District’s customers and meet the demands upon the waterworks 
system. 

(b) The manager shall review all applications for water service connections to 
determine whether such connections can be made to the District’s system 
or any subsystem thereof without impairing the system’s or subsystem’s 
capability of supplying water in accordance with good waterworks 
management practices and shall report to the Board of Directors when, in 
his opinion, the addition of service connections to the District’s system or 
any sub system thereof will reduce the level and quality of service to the 
near minimum of good waterworks management practices. 

(c) The planning and designing of repairs, replacement and improvements of 
District facilities shall be accomplished to provide for the orderly 
development of the waterworks system. Wherever feasible, such planning 
and designing shall provide for the orderly expansion of the District’s 
waterworks system when it is foreseeable that such expansion is 
reasonably probable. 

(d) The manager shall communicate and consult with other public service 
agencies so that the District might cooperate beneficially with other 
agencies in water, sanitation, fire protection, resources management and 
recreation matters. 

Section 1.02 Water System 
The District will operate and maintain a system plant, work and undertaking used 
for and useful in obtaining, conserving and disposing of water for public and 
private uses, including all parts of the enterprise, all appurtenances to it, and 
lands, easements, rights in land, water rights, contract rights, franchises, and the 
water supply, storage and distribution facilities and equipment. 
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Section 1.03 Separability  
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this policy is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this policy. 

Section 1.04 Records 
Current records shall be securely maintained in the offices of the District. Only 
designated employees shall have access to said records. The District shall 
control access to District records and maintain the records in an accurate and 
complete manner. 
 
The District will establish and implement a record control system designed to 
prevent the loss, misplacement or alteration of District Records. Any person 
seeking to inspect public records shall comply with this record control system. 
 
In compliance with the Public Record Request Act, any person, including a 
member of the Board, a District employee, a consultant or agent of the District, or 
a member of the public who desires to inspect District public records shall notify 
the District Manager.  
 
The charge for researching, producing and identifying District records shall be 
the actual cost to the District. Said rates shall be made available to the 
requesting party following receipt by the District of the request for said services. 
 
The charge for photocopying any District document or record shall be fifteen 
cents per standard or legal size page. 

Section 1.05 Employer-Employee Relations.  
Policies for the administration of employer-employee relations under the Meyers-
Milias-Brown Act entitled “Policies of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District for 
the Administration of Employer-Employee Relations” are hereby adopted and 
made a part of these policies.  

Section 1.06 Policy Regarding Access to Personnel Files. 
It is the policy of the District to maintain the confidentiality of employee personnel 
files and records. Such files and records are not public records and access shall 
be limited to legitimate administrative and judicial purposes as set forth in this 
ordinance. Information contained in personnel files, which by law is of public 
record, such as compensation, shall also be maintained as a public record which 
the District shall maintain separately from the personnel files. 
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(a) The District shall maintain all personnel files and records in a secured 
location with restricted access. 

(b) Upon request an employee shall be entitled to a copy of his or her 
complete personnel file and records. 

(c) No personnel files or records shall be removed from the District offices, 
except as compelled by judicial or administrative process or by any other 
specific provision of law. 

(d) Copies of such files or records may be made and/or released only in 
compliance with these Policies and Procedures. 

(e) The District shall not use or disclose or permit its employees, agents, 
members of the Board, or members of the public to have access to, or to 
use or disclose information contained in an employee’s personnel file or 
records except as follows: 

(i) The information may be disclosed to third parties if the employee (or his/her 
legal representative) signs a written, dated authorization for the District to 
disclose such information. Such authorization may state limitations of the type 
or use of information to be disclosed, and the names or functions of the 
person(s) or entities authorized to obtain such information. 

(ii) Such information which is relevant in a lawsuit, arbitration, grievance, or other 
claim or challenge to which the District and the employee are parties may be 
used or disclosed in connection with that proceeding. 

(iii) Information which is relevant to the administration of the District, including the 
administration and maintenance of employee benefit plans, health care plans, 
disability plans, worker’s compensation, insurance plans, financial and/or 
retirement plans, and other similar programs, may be used or disclosed for 
such purpose by the designated District employee(s) responsible for 
administering and maintaining such plan or program. 

(iv) The designation of such employee(s) authorized to have access to personnel 
files of non-classified employees for any stated purposes shall be by Board 
resolution. 

(v) A Personnel Action Form shall be used to document administrative actions 
regarding employment status, compensation, benefits, and payroll deductions. 
Said forms shall be distributed to the employees responsible for administering 
such programs. 

(vi) In an emergency situation, or when the employee is incompetent or 
incapacitated, medical information may be disclosed to a health care 
professional or facility to aid in the diagnosis or treatment of an employee. 

(vii) Except as otherwise provided in these policies and procedures, access to the 
personnel files of non-classified employees shall be limited to the members of 
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the Board of Directors. Such access shall be limited to that part of the 
information contained in personnel files which is relevant to job qualification, 
performance, or evaluation. Access by the members of the Board to other 
information contained in a non-classified employee’s file is permissible only 
upon a prior finding by the Board, except in an emergency, that there is a 
legitimate purpose for such disclosure. Such finding and subsequent authorized 
access by the Board may limit the manner, type, or use of the access or the 
disclosure. 

(viii) Except as otherwise provided in these policies and procedures, access to the 
personnel files of classified employees shall be limited to the manager and the 
employee’s supervisor or supervisors. 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  10a

127154



 

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Policies and Procedures  5 

Article II. PUBLIC FIRE PROTECTION 

Section 2.01 Use of Fire Hydrants.  
Fire hydrants are for use by organized fire protection agencies. Other parties 
desiring to use fire hydrants for any purpose must first obtain written permission 
from the District prior to use and shall operate the hydrant in accordance with 
instructions issued by the District. 

Section 2.02 Penalties.  
The Board may provide penalties for the unauthorized use of hydrants. 
Unauthorized use of hydrants will be prosecuted according to law. 
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Article III. SEWERAGE POLICIES. 

Section 3.01  Facilities 

(a) Infiltration Test. Infiltration is the quantity of water entering a sewer line 
from the groundwater through such means as, but not limited to, defective 
pipe, pipe joints, connections or manhole walls. The infiltration test will be 
used if the static groundwater level is above the top of the constructed 
pipe. No pipe section will be accepted if the infiltration rate exceeds 100 
gallons per inch diameter of pipe per mile length of pipe per 24 hours. 

(b) Leakage Test. Leakage is the quantity of water that has to be added to the 
section of pipeline being tested to maintain the specified test head. With a 
minimum of four feet of water head on the pipe line, the allowable leakage 
will be computed by the formula E = 0.00002 * L * D * H where: 

 
E=the allowable leakage in gallons per minute of pipe tested 
L=the length of pipe tested in feet. 
D=the internal diameter of the pipe in inches. 
H=the difference in elevation in the water surface in the upper manhole and the 
invert of the pipe at the lower manhole (feet). 

(a) Manhole Testing. Each manhole is to be tested by either w1 or w2 above 
depending upon the groundwater conditions at the site of the specific 
manhole.  

(i) Manhole Test—Infiltration. All laterals or mains running through the manhole 
will be plugged with gasket caps or plugs securely fastened or blocked to 
prohibit water from leaving the manhole. The amount of infiltration will be 
measured over a seven-day period and if the amount accumulated does not 
exceed 1.7 percent of the total volume of the structure, the test will be 
considered approved. 

(ii) Manhole Test—Leakage: The test will be the same as for infiltration except the 
manhole will be filled to the maximum water surface level and measurements 
made at the beginning and end of the seven-day test period. If the water loss 
computed between the two water level readings does not exceed 0.7 percent of 
the total volume of water in the structure, the test will be considered approved. 

(b) Sewer laterals. All sewer laterals connected to existing sewer mains must 
be compatible with the type of main line materials. Quality assurance will 
be considered met when: (1) the District receives a submittal from the 
contractor performing the work noting the type and class of pipe to be 
used for the lateral and connection to the main, (2) District personnel is 
present when attachment to the main is accomplished for visual inspection 
of the connection and (3) when an as-build drawing is submitted by the 
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contractor to the District showing the location of laterals connected to the 
main and all invert elevations of the work performed. 

(c) Obstruction Test. The obstruction test is to verify that the constructed main 
or lateral is constantly sloping to the treatment facility and that no physical 
damage has taken place during construction of the pipe line. The 
obstruction test will be accomplished by either method below by District 
personnel.  

(i) Light Inspection. Examine the pipe internally by means of a light held at one 
end and a mirror held at the other. Repeat test with light and mirror 
interchanged. Repair or correction of any misalignments, protuberances, 
defective portions or other defect will be required. 

(ii) Ball Test. When light test is not feasible, a ball test can be conducted by 
passing through the pipeline a round non-compressible ball which is one inch 
less in diameter than the internal diameter of the pipeline. In the event the ball 
is not able t pass through the pipeline, repair of defective pipe section will be 
required. 

(d) Quality assurance of the constructed lateral, main or manhole will be 
considered approved when the above tests are performed and all tests 
pass respective constraints and limits. Any deficiencies are to be 
corrected within five working days after the respective test. If the test fails 
after repairs are made the first time, the District Manager may, at his 
discretion, require the complete replacement of the constructed lateral, 
main or manhole. 

 
All contractor test procedures and replacements will be carried out by the 
contractor at his own expense. 

(a) Determination of Components. The determination of estimation of 
suspended solids or other components contained in sewage and liquid 
waste discharges shall be by one of the following methods. 

(i) Sampling and analysis by District personnel. 

(ii) Estimates determined by a study of waste producing operations leading to the 
discharge. 
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Article IV. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASING 

Section 4.01 Qualification of Bidders.  
The District may, and on contracts for which the estimated cost exceeds $50,000 
(Fifty Thousand Dollars) the District shall require that bidders establish that they 
are qualified and responsible to provide the services, equipment, and/or 
materials to perform the contract in a safe, efficient, reliable and timely manner. 
In order to evaluate those qualifications and to determine which low bid offers 
best response in quality, fitness and capacity to the District’s requirements, prior 
to the award of the contract, the District shall require the low bidder or bidders to 
provide certain information as follows: (a) answer to questions contained in a 
standard form questionnaire and financial statement; (b) evidence of bonds and 
liability and workers’ compensation insurance satisfactory to the District; (c) 
Evidence of a safety record acceptable to the District; (d) Necessary or 
appropriate licenses or certificates; and (e) an acceptable performance record 
with the District or any other public agency. 

(a) Questionnaire. The questionnaire shall include questions which will 
provide information which will provide a basis for the District to evaluate 
the bidder. Such information shall include, among other things, information 
relating to the experience of the bidder in projects of a similar type as the 
proposed project, and shall include references of previous employers. The 
questionnaire shall be signed by the bidder or an authorized designee 
under penalty of perjury. 

(b) Financial Statement. The financial statement shall include information as 
required by the District for the District’s use in determining the bidder’s 
financial ability to perform the contract satisfactorily and shall be signed by 
the bidder or an authorized designee under penalty of perjury. 

(c) Safety Record. The District may disqualify a bidder on the basis that the 
bidder’s safety record is unacceptable. In evaluating the safety record, the 
District shall consider any violations of the CAL OSHA standards, the 
issuance of CAL OSHA citations, and the severity or liability exposure 
resulting from such citations. 

(d) Performance Record with the District or Other Public Agencies. In 
evaluating the qualifications of a bidder, the District shall consider the 
bidders’ performance record with the District or other public agencies. 
Such evaluation shall include, among other things, consideration of the 
bidder’s overall performance, safety, quality, timeliness and compliance 
with the contract. Such evaluation shall also consider any outstanding 
claims or lawsuits involving the District and the bidder. 

(e) Prequalification of Bidders. A prospective bidder shall have the option of 
prequalifying as a bidder on a given project. To exercise this option, a 
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bidder must complete and submit a package of the required qualification 
information, statements and evidences as set forth herein no later than 
fifteen days prior to the bid opening. The District Manager will issue a 
preliminary finding as to whether the prospective bidder is qualified within 
10 days after the completed qualification package is received. 

(f) Appeal of Preliminary Findings. A bidder may appeal the District 
Manager’s preliminary finding of disqualification to the Bard of Directors. A 
disqualified bidder may submit a bid pending a determination by the Board 
f that bidder’s qualifications. If that bidder is the low bidder the Board will 
consider the bidder’s qualification and issue a finding prior to award of the 
contract. 

(g) Disqualification of Bidders. The Board may disqualify any bidder who fails 
to submit the completed questionnaire, financial statement, licenses, 
safety record, bonds, insurances, or other required information in a timely 
manner. The Board may disqualify any bidder whose information as 
required is not satisfactory and acceptable to the Board. A bidder may be 
disqualified on the basis that the bidder, any officer of such bidder, or any 
employee of such bidder who has a proprietary interest in such bidder, 
has been disqualified or prevented from bidding on or completing a 
federal, state, or local project because of a violation of law or a safety 
regulation. 

(h) Rejection of Bid. Upon disqualification of a bidder as set forth herein, the 
Board may reject that bidder’s bid for the contract award. 

(i) Questionnaires and Financial Statements Are Not Public Records. The 
questionnaire and financial statements required herein are not public 
records and are not open to public inspection. 

Section 4.02 Sealed Bids 

(a) Solicitation of Sealed Bids. Sealed bids shall be solicited by posting on the 
District’s bulletin board, or by mailing to at least three or more prospective 
bidders, bid forms listing materials and specifications or services desired. 
The Board of Directors may also direct that additional solicitation or public 
notice be provided. 

(b) Contents of Bid Forms for Sealed Bids. In addition to stating the amount, 
quality and specifications of materials or contractual services desired, bid 
forms shall contain or be accompanied by written statements indicating 
the latest date when sealed bids will be received; the date they will be 
opened; the amount, if any, f good faith deposit or bid bond to accompany 
the bid; whether or not a completion or delivery date bond will be required, 
and an envelope clearly marked “Sealed Bid” in which the bid is to be 
returned. 
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(c) Submission of Sealed Bids. Sealed bids shall be submitted or mailed to 
the Secretary of the District, sealed in the envelope furnished by the 
District, accompanied with the amount of good faith deposit, if required, 
and accompanied by a statement under oath that the bidder has not been 
a party to any uniform or fixed price agreement. 

(d) Opening and Tabulation of Bids. All sealed bids shall be opened on the 
date set for opening and shall be tabulated and available for public 
inspection during regular business hours for a period of 30 days after 
opening. 

(e) Failure to Enter into Contract. Any successful bidder who fails to furnish 
an acceptable completion or delivery date bond as required or who fails to 
enter into a written contract with the District for a period of 10 days after 
notice of its approval by the District Counsel shall forfeit his good faith 
deposit or become liable to the District on his bid bond, if any, and the 
District may award the contract to the next lowest responsible bidder. 
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DEFINITIONS	
	
1) Agricultural	Well.	Water	wells	used	to	supply	water	for	irrigation	or	other	agricultural	

purposes,	including	so	called	“stock	wells”	
2) Applicant.		A	person	applying	for	water	service.	
3) Board.		The	Board	of	Directors	of	the	San	Lorenzo	Valley	County	Water	District.	
4) Capital	Improvement	Plan	(CIP).	The	District’s	rolling	5-year	plan	to	identify,	prioritize	and	

implement	Capital	improvements.	
5) Commercial	Property.	The	premises	on	which	the	customer	is	engaged	in	a	business	or	

trade.	
6) Connection	Fee.	A	fee	to	be	paid	by	applicants	for	new	water	service	connections	

determined	by	the	Board	of	Directors.	
7) Control	Valve.	A	valve,	independent	of	the	District’s	facilities,	located	in	the	customer’s	

piping	as	close	to	the	meter	as	practicable,	the	operation	of	which	will	control	the	entire	
water	supply	from	the	meter.	

8) Cross-Connection.	Any	physical	connection	between	the	piping	system	from	the	District	
service	and	that	of	any	other	water	supply	that	is	not	or	cannot	be	approved	as	safe	and	
potable	for	human	consumption,	whereby	water	from	the	unapproved	source	may	be	
forced	or	drawn	into	the	District	distribution	main.	

9) Curb	Stop.	A	valve	between	the	main	and	the	meter	for	the	use	of	the	District	in	controlling	
the	water	supply	too	a	customer.	

10) Customer.			A	person	supplied	or	entitled	to	be	supplied	with	water	service	by	the	District.	
11) Developer.		A	person	who	intends	originally	to	construct	and	to	develop,	pursuant	to	a	

subdivision	map	of	record,	a	tract	of	more	than	four	separate	parcels	within	the	District.	
12) District.		The	San	Lorenzo	Valley	Water	District.	
13) Distribution	Mains.		Water	supply	lines	in	streets,	alleys,	and	easements	used	for	public	and	

private	fire	protection	and	for	general	distribution	of	water.	
14) Health	Officer.	The	Santa	Cruz	County	Health	Officer	or	the	County’s	authorized	

representative.	
15) Individual	Domestic	Well.	A	water	well	used	to	supply	water	for	domestic	need	or	individual	

residence	or	commercial	establishment.	
16) Industrial	Well.	Water	wells	used	to	supply	industry	on	an	individual	basis.	
17) Institutional	Property.	The	property	of	a	District	customer	who	is	an	agency,	district	or	other	

type	of	government	entity.	
18) Residential	Property.		Premises	used	for	household	residential	purposes.	
19) Residential	Service.	The	supplying	of	water	for	residential	purposes.	
20) Extensions.	The	addition	of	distribution	mains,	exclusive	of	service	connections,	beyond	

existing	facilities.	
21) Mains.		Pipelines	located	in	streets,	highways,	or	rights	of	way	which	are	used	to	serve	the	

general	public.	
22) Owner.		The	person	owing	the	fee,	or	the	person	in	whose	name	the	legal	title	to	real	

property	appears	by	deed	duly	recorded	in	the	County	Recorder’s	Office,	or	the	person	in	
possession	of	the	property	or	buildings	under	claim	of,	or	exercising	acts	of	ownership	over	
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the	property	for	themselves	or	as	executor,	administrator,	or	guardian	or	trustee	of	the	
owner.	

23) Person.	An	individual	or	a	company,	association,	co-partnership	or	public	or	private	
corporation.	

24) Premises.	The	integral	property	or	area	under	single	ownership,	including	improvements	
thereon,	to	which	water	service	is	or	will	be	provided.		Apartment	houses	and	office	
buildings	may	be	classified	as	single	premises.	

25) Private	Fire	Protection	Service.	Water	service	and	facilities	for	building	sprinkler	systems,	
hydrants,	hose	reels	and	other	facilities	installed	on	private	property	for	fire	protection	and	
the	water	available	therefor.	

26) Public	Fire	Protection	Service.	The	service	and	facilities	of	the	entire	water	supply,	storage	
and	distribution	system	of	the	District,	including	the	fire	hydrants	affixed	thereto,	and	the	
water	available	for	fire	protection,	excepting	house	service	connections	and	appurtenances	
thereto.	

27) Rate	Study.	A	periodic	assessment	conducted	at	the	behest	of	the	Board	to	assit	in	
determining	options	for	appropriate	and	necessary	rates	and	fees	and	rate-and-fee	
structures.	

28) Rebate.	Subsidies	provided	to	customers	per	District	policies	supporting	selected	water	
efficiency	and	water	conservation	measures.	

29) Regular	Water	Service.	Service	that	does	not	require	an	extension	of	District	facilities	or	
mainlines	

30) Regular	Water	System.	Water	service	and	facilities	rendered	for	normal	residential	and	
commercial	purposes	on	a	permanent	basis,	and	the	water	available	therefor.	

31) Residential	Property.	Premises	used	for	household	residential	purposes	
32) Residential	Service.	The	supplying	of	water	for	residential	purposes	
33) Safe	Yield.	The	annual	draft	of	water	that	can	be	withdrawn	from	an	aquifer	without	

producing	some	undesirable	result.	
34) Schedule	of	Rates	and	Charges.		The	entire	body	of	effective	rates,	charges.	
35) Service	or	Service	Connection.		The	pipeline	and	appurtenant	facilities	such	as	the	curb	stop,	

meter	and	meter	box	all	used	to	extend	water	service	from	a	distribution	main	to	premises.		
Where	services	are	divided	at	the	curb	or	property	line	to	serve	several	customers,	each	
such	branch	service	shall	be	termed	a	separate	service.	

36) Temporary	Water	Service.	Water	service	and	facilities	rendered	for	construction	work	and	
other	uses	of	limited	duration,	and	the	water	available	therefor.	

Water	System.		The	distribution	and	transmission	main,	pumps,	valves,	hydrants,	and	
storage	facilities.	

37) Water	District.	Includes	the	Board	and	such	positions	as	the	Board	may	create	and	fill	from	
time	to	time.	

38) Well	or	Water	Well.	Any	artificial	excavation	constructed	by	any	method	for	the	purpose	of	
extracting	water	from	or	injecting	water	into	the	underground,	excluding	the	following:	

	
• Oil	and	gas	wells	
• Geothermal	wells	
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• Wells	or	Bores	used	for	the	purpose	of	dewatering	excavation	during	construction	or	
stabilizing	hillsides	or	earth	embankments	
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MEMO  
 
TO: Board of Directors  
 
FROM: District Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Resolution of Support for Request to Revise the Santa Margarita 
Groundwater Basin Boundaries 
 
 DATE: February 4, 2016 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo, review the 
attached Santa Margari ta Groundwater Basin Boundary Revision 
Request and County Staff Report, and by Resolution 28(15-16) declare 
support for the boundary revision request. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting of October 15, 2015 the Board authorized a 
cooperative effort between the District, Scotts Valley Water District and the County 
of Santa Cruz to prepare a Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin boundary adjustment 
request for submittal to the State. The agreed cooperative effort included hiring 
Hydrometrics as consultant to prepare said request. It was agreed that Scotts Valley 
Water District would be the lead agency for this project. 
 
Hydrometrics has prepared the attached boundary revision request. At this time 
Scotts Valley Water District is prepared to submit the request on behalf of the three 
cooperative agencies. Hydrometrics encourages that a Resolution of Support from 
each cooperative agency be submitted with the request. 
 
The attached request is being submitted to the State in conjunction with a similar 
request from the Mid-County Groundwater Basin group, also prepared by 
Hydrometrics. The basins share a common geographic boundary. Submitting the two 
requests concurrently should assist the State in their review of each request. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Element 7.1 – Develop Strategic Partnerships with Other Agencies 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
$14,996 in Capital Costs 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 30 (15-16) 

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A BASIN BOUNDARY MODIFICATION  
  REQUEST FOR THE SANTA MARGARITA GROUNDWATER BASIN 

 

 WHEREAS, groundwater located in the Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin 
(SMGB) in the vicinity of Scotts Valley, Mount Hermon, Felton, Ben Lomond, Lompico 
and Boulder Creek in Santa Cruz County is a vital resource to meet the water supply 
needs for residents, visitors and businesses of Santa Cruz County; and 

 WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency designated the 
SMGB as a sole source aquifer in 1985; and 

 WHEREAS, the Scotts Valley Water District, San Lorenzo Valley Water District, 
Lompico County Water District, City of Scotts Valley and the County of Santa Cruz 
(“Partner Agencies”) have come together to improve management of groundwater in the 
SMGB under a Memorandum of Understanding dated June 30, 1995, forming the Santa 
Margarita Groundwater Basin Management Committee (SMGBMC); and 

WHEREAS, each of the Partner Agencies is a local agency as defined by the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA). Duly organized and 
existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of California with the ability to 
exercise powers related to groundwater management; and 

WHEREAS, SGMA requires formation of a local Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency (GSA) by June 30, 2017 and adoption of a groundwater sustainability plan 
(GSP) by January 31, 2022, for all medium- and high-priority basins not identified as 
being subject to critical conditions of overdraft; and 

WHEREAS, current groundwater management of the SMGB includes all or part 
of three basins identified in Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) Bulletin Number 
118, including the following basins (designated by the name of the basin and number 
assigned to it in the DWR-Bulletin No. 118):  Scotts Valley (3-27), Santa Cruz Purisima 
Formation (3-21), Felton (3-50) and substantial areas outside of basins designated in 
Bulletin No. 118; and 

 WHEREAS, SGMA states that a basin’s boundaries shall be defined as identified 
in the California DWR Bulletin No. 118; and 

 WHEREAS, the Partner Agencies have common interest in defining a singular 
groundwater basin that comprehensively represents a management area based on 
scientific and jurisdictional modification to DWF Bulletin No. 118; and 
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WHEREAS, SGMA establishes a process for local agencies to request that DWR 
revise the boundaries of a basin, including establishment of a new sub-basin; and 

 WHEREAS, requesting a Basin Boundary Modification is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because such modification is not a project 
under CEQA, and, even assuming that such modification constitutes a project, it would 
be exempt because there is no possibility that the Basin Boundary Modification will have 
a significant effect on the environment;  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the San 
Lorenzo Valley Water District that the District hereby supports the basin boundary 
modification request submitted by the Scotts Valley Water District to the Department of 
Water Resources representatives to modify the existing Bulletin-118 boundaries as 
allowed by Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations to create a new consolidated 
Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin as attached to the report of the District Manager 
dated February 4, 2016. 

***************** 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District, County of Santa Cruz, State of California on the 4th of February, 2016 by the 
following vote of the members thereof: 

 

 AYES: 
 NOES: 
 ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________             ________________________________ 
Randall Brown     Holly Morrison 
Board President     Board Secretary    
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MEMO 
 

To:  Board of Directors 
 
From:   District Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING SUSTAINABLE 

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT - BASIN BOUNDARIES 
 
DATE:  OCTOBER 15, 2015 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review the attached proposal by 
HydroMetrics, WRI and authorize staff to work collaboratively with the Scotts Valley Water 
District, the County of Santa Cruz and other Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin 
stakeholders in complying with the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA), including the financial participation in hiring HydroMetrics, WRI to assist in 
preparing and submitting to DWR a Basin Boundary Revision request on behalf of 
SLVWD, SVWD and the County of Santa Cruz. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 1995, a group of local agencies established the Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin 
Advisory Committee and became signatories to a Memorandum of Understanding that 
outlined the objectives for the cooperative groundwater management of the Santa 
Margarita Groundwater Basin. 
 
On September 16, 2014, Gov. Jerry Brown signed the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014 (SGMA). The SGMA provides a framework for sustainable 
management of groundwater supplies by local authorities. Recognizing that groundwater 
is most effectively managed at the local level, the SGMA empowers local agencies to 
achieve sustainability within 20 years. SGMA establishes minimum standards for 
sustainable groundwater management, improves land use and groundwater planning, 
provides state technical assistance, protects water rights, and creates a mechanism for 
state intervention if a local agency is not managing its groundwater sustainability. 
 
North Santa Cruz County communities rely on groundwater for a major portion of their 
water supply. To that end, the San Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD), Scotts Valley 
Water District (SVWD), and County of Santa Cruz (County) recognize that sustainable 
groundwater management is essential to ensure reliable and resilient water systems and 
desire to continue working collaboratively on the implementation of SGMA. 
 
The first step in successful groundwater management is to define a groundwater basin. 
In 2002 the State of California Department of Water Resources (DWR) issued Bulletin 
118, defining a groundwater basin as, “… a three-dimensional alluvial aquifer, or a stacked 
series of alluvial aquifers, with reasonably well-defined boundaries in a lateral direction 
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and a definable bottom.” This description does not accurately reflect the groundwater 
basins supporting the North Santa Cruz County communities. The disconnect between 
DWR definition and local groundwater sources is evident by the States designations of 
the Felton basin (no. 3-50) as a relatively small area of exposed alluvial deposits along 
the San Lorenzo River where no wells exist, and the Scotts Valley basin (no. 3-27) as a 
relatively small area of thin alluvial deposits in Camp Evers. These designations do not 
encompass the actual sandstone aquifers upon which the local communities rely. 
 
It is important to the local communities that the State properly identifies and recognizes 
groundwater basin boundaries for our mutually shared aquifers. 
 
Tonight, staff is requesting that the Board commit SLVWD to work with the other two 
agencies and engage other stakeholders in revising basin boundaries, the first step in the 
creation of a Groundwater Management Agency (GSA) and developing a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP).  
 
Staff of the three agencies met and agreed that securing services of a consultant to 
prepare and submit the boundary change request to DWR would be a preferred course of 
action. Hydrometrics WRI was identified as a good match for the task at hand considering 
very tight schedule, the firm’s expertise in this field and knowledge of the local 
groundwater issues. A proposal from Hydrometrics for preparation of a basin boundary 
revision request to the State is attached. Staff is agreeable that SVWD will be the lead 
agency for the consultant contract services with SLVWD and County proportionally 
reimbursing SVWD for related expenses based on the following calculation: 
 

Agency 2012 Groundwater 
Production (acre-ft) 

Proportional 
Percentage 

(%) 

Proposal 
Cost ($) 

Scotts Valley Water 
District 1,351 53% $20,379 

San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District 

1,004 39% $14,996 

County of Santa Cruz 198 8% $3,075 
 
The agencies agree that no costs beyond those above will be allocated between the 
agencies unless all parties agree prior to the cost occurring. 
        
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
 
Element 7.1 Develop Strategic Partnerships with Other Agencies 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
$14,996 in Capital Costs 
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Thursday,	January	28,	2016	at	12:14:31	PM	Pacific	Standard	Time

Page	1	of	5

Subject: RE:	Response	to	ques-on	on	request	combina-on	-	Basin	Boundary	Webinar	Dec	17,	2015	-
Date: Friday,	January	22,	2016	at	11:53:59	AM	Pacific	Standard	Time
From: Cameron	Tana
To: Godwin,	Timothy@DWR
CC: Sean	Culkin,	Derrik	Williams,	rond@soquelcreekwater.org,	John	Ricker,

RMenard@cityofsantacruz.com,	Chris-ne	BurneV,	Piret	Harmon,	Brian	Lee,	Mathis,
Dane@DWR,	McKenzie,	Charles@DWR

A2achments: image001.jpg

Hi	Tim,
	
Thank	you	for	your	prompt	response	and	agreement	with	our	approach.		We	will	provide	the	reference	to
coordina-on	as	requested.
	
--	
Cameron	Tana,	P.E.	
Vice	President	
HydroMetrics	Water	Resources	Inc	

1814	Franklin	Street,	Suite	501
Oakland,	CA	94612	
Phone:	(510)	903-0458	x302	
hVp://www.HydroMetricsWRI.com
	
From: Godwin, Timothy@DWR [mailto:Timothy.Godwin@water.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 5:17 PM
To: Cameron Tana
Cc: Sean Culkin; Derrik Williams; rond@soquelcreekwater.org; John Ricker; RMenard@cityofsantacruz.com;
Christine Burnett; Piret Harmon; Brian Lee (BLee@slvwd.com); Mathis, Dane@DWR; McKenzie, Charles@DWR
Subject: RE: Response to question on request combination - Basin Boundary Webinar Dec 17, 2015 -
	
Cameron,
Thank	you	for	reaching	out	and	leeng	us	know	your	inten-on	with	these	two	modifica-on	requests.		We	also
saw	the	complexity	with	consolida-ng	these	requests	and	concur	that	the	approach	you	suggest	is	most
appropriate.		We	would	like	to	see	some	reference	to	the	other	requests	and	men-on	to	the	coordinated
discussion	of	the	coincident	boundaries,	just	so	the	rela-onship	between	the	two	is	clear	and	not	handled	in
an	isolated	manner.		Let	me	know	if	you	would	like	to	discuss	any	further.
Thank	you,
	
Tim Godwin, P.G. 8055, C.HG. 859
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Engineering Geologist
___________________________________________
(916) 651-9223    http://www.water.ca.gov
 
California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Sustainable Groundwater Management Section
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
 

	
	
	
From: Cameron Tana [mailto:cameron@hydrometricswri.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 3:51 PM
To: Godwin, Timothy@DWR
Cc: Sean Culkin; Derrik Williams; rond@soquelcreekwater.org; John Ricker; RMenard@cityofsantacruz.com;
Christine Burnett; Piret Harmon; Brian Lee (BLee@slvwd.com)
Subject: RE: Response to question on request combination - Basin Boundary Webinar Dec 17, 2015 -
	
Hi	Tim,
	
I	aVended	the	webinar	with	Sean	Culkin	and	appreciate	your	response	to	our	ques-ons.		They	are	very
helpful.		I	do	want	to	follow	up	on	the	following	response	though:
	

Regarding	request	for	combined	requests	for	modifica4ons	of	adjacent	basins	affec4ng	shared	boundary,	will	two
separate	submissions	submi=ed	somewhat	concurrently	suffice?

Poten-ally,	should	mul-ple	requests	that	are	either	coincident	or	in	conflict	to	one	another,	the	request	submission
will	be	required	to	be	consolidated	into	a	single	modifica-on	request.

	
My	colleagues	and	I	have	been	working	since	before	November	on	modifica-on	requests	for	ScoVs	Valley
Water	District	and	Soquel-Aptos	Groundwater	Management	CommiVee	for	the	proposed	Santa	Margarita
and	Santa	Cruz	Mid-County	Basins,	respec-vely.	The	two	basins	will	share	a	common	boundary,	but	it	is	not
prac-cal	for	us	to	submit	a	combined	request	as	we	prepared	separate	reports	for	each	of	the	basins	prior	to
learning	of	the	online	submiVal	system.	The	reason	we	prepared	separate	reports	is	that	there	is	are	a
number	of	aspects	to	the	modifica-on	requests	for	each	basin	beyond	the	common	boundary.	Separate
reports	were	necessary	to	present	the	relevant	informa-on	for	the	modifica-on	to	the	reques-ng	agencies	as
well	as	to	solicit	local	input	in	each	basin.
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well	as	to	solicit	local	input	in	each	basin.
	
Therefore,	we	plan	to	submit	relevant	excerpts	of	the	two	reports	in	separate	modifica-on	requests.	
However,	the	reques-ng	agencies	are	coordina-ng	on	the	common	boundary,	the	common	boundary	will	be
consistent	between	the	two	requests,	and	the	suppor-ng	informa-on	for	the	common	boundary	will	be	the
same	in	the	two	requests.		This	will	prevent	duplica-ve	and	conflic-ng	requests	as	needed	for	DWR’s
considera-on.
	
Please	let	me	know	if	you	have	any	ques-ons	and	we	look	forward	to	submieng	the	requests.		Thank	you.
	
Best,	Cameron	Tana
	
--	
Cameron	Tana,	P.E.	
Vice	President	
HydroMetrics	Water	Resources	Inc	

1814	Franklin	Street,	Suite	501
Oakland,	CA	94612	
Phone:	(510)	903-0458	x302	
hVp://www.HydroMetricsWRI.com
	
From:	Godwin,	Timothy@DWR	[mailto:Timothy.Godwin@water.ca.gov]	
Sent:	Monday,	December	21,	2015	5:28	PM
To:	Sean	Culkin	<sean@hydrometricswri.com>
Subject:	Response	to	comments	-	Basin	Boundary	Webinar	Dec	17,	2015
	
Dear		Sean,
Thank	you	for	aVending	and	providing	comments	during	the	webinar.		I	hope	that	you	found	the	webinar
useful	and	informa-ve.		We	have	posted	the	recorded	webinar	and	power	point	slides	on	the	Basin	Boundary
website:	hVp://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm	for	your	use	and	reference.
Please	do	not	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	me	or	your	DWR	regional	office	for	addi-onal	assistance	in	naviga-ng
the	Basin	Boundary	Modifica-on	request	regula-ons,	resource,	and	tools.
	
Please	find	response	to	your	comments	below:

·         Will	Bulle4n	118	in	2017	include	re-priori4za4on	of	basins?

Yes,	following	the	approval	process	of	the	proposed	basin	boundary	modifica-ons	the	Department	is	required	to	re-
priori-ze	the	basins	of	the	state	as	required	by	SGMA.		I	should	note	that	it	is	an-cipated	that	the	current
priori-za-on	will	likely	remain	the	same	under	the	new	process,	but	all	will	be	evaluated	and	adjusted	as
appropriate.		SGMA	added	considera-on	of	groundwater	dependent	ecosystems	and	deple-ons	of	surface	water	as
criteria	for	considera-on	in	the	priori-za-on	process	which	represents	a	significant	change	to	the	priori-za-on
process.		The	specific	revised	priori-za-on	process	is	currently	being	developed.

	
·         Under	repriori4za4on,	will	the	total	pumping	minimum	threshold	(2000	afy)	to	be	higher	than	very	low	priority	s4ll	be

in	place?

Currently	it	is	not	specifically	an-cipated	that	this	criteria	will	change	under	the	new	priori-za-on	process.		However,
recognize	the	priori-za-on	process	is	a	ranking	based	system	and	will	dependent	upon	the	final	basin	configura-ons,
including	this	metric,	and	the	dividing	criteria	will	be	based	upon	the	final	distribu-on	as	ranked	across	the	state.
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·         Can	we	download	GIS	coverages	for	offline	use?

The	BBATs	system	does	not	currently	host	GIS	download	capability,	but	does	provide	reference	and	informa-on
regarding	the	coverages	that	are	available.		Many	coverages	are	drap,	but	useful	for	Local	Agencies	to	use	for
evalua-ng	their	basin.		However,	many	of	the	coverages	are	available	for	download	on	the	Groundwater	Informa-on
Center	Interac-ve	Map	(GICIMA):
hVp://water.ca.gov/groundwater/MAP_APP/index.cfm
The	GICIMA	is	another	great	resource	which	provides	addi-onal	informa-on	including	many	of	the	coverages	of
BBATs,	but	also	includes	water	level	informa-on	and	interpreta-ons.

	
·         For	an	internal	boundary	modifica4on,	should	the	"poten4al"	basins	selected	under	#5	of	ini4al	no4fica4on	include

the	adjacent	basin	affected	as	well?

Yes,	you	can	include	the	adjacent	basins,	especially	those	which	directly	share	the	por-on	of	the	boundary	being
modified.

	
·         Is	it	required	to	complete	online	submission	or	can	a	separate	report	that	meets	requirements	be	submi=ed?

All	submissions	will	be	required	to	provide	the	informa-on	using	the	Basin	Boundary	Modifica-on	Request	System
(BBMRS).		Many	of	the	fields	provide	the	ability	to	upload	other	documents.		If	you	various	components	are	included
in	a	single	uploaded	document,	you	can	u-lize	the	text	box	to	point	toward	appropriate	specific	sec-ons.

	
·         Is	there	func4on	to	print	out	completed	informa4on	for	request	submi=al	prior	to	officially	submi=al?		

Yes,	the	print	func-on	consolidates	the	currently	uploaded	informa-on	into	a	clean	report	that	can	be	printed	from
the	applica-on.

	
·         Back	to	ini4al	no4fica4on,	is	it	possible	to	add	shapefiles	for	showing	poten4al	modifica4on?

Yes,	you	can	upload	files	for	the	map	component.		Ideally	the	file	is	a	pdf	of	the	map	to	allow	other	to	view	the
document.		We	didn't	build	the	func-onality	of	automa-c	map	compila-on	in	the	ini-al	no-fica-on.		The	ini-al
no-fica-on	is	intended	to	provide	general	line	work	to	aid	in	coordinated	discussions	at	the	local	level.

	
·         How	will	response	to	public	input	comments	work	for	local	agencies?		Shouldn't	those	comments	be	solicited	during

local	input	period	prior	to	submi=al?

Required	Local	Support	documenta-on	will	need	to	be	uploaded	with	the	request	documents	prior	to	submission	for
completeness	review.		The	public	Input	window	will	open	following	determina-on	of	a	modifica-on	request	as	being
'complete'.

	
·         Who	will	be	informed	of	window	to	provide	public	input	comments?

The	BBMRS	will	indicate	the	'Complete'	status	indictor	and	email	no-fica-on	will	be	sent	out	bi-weekly	to	indicate
that	Public	Input	Periods	have	opened	for	those	basins.		The	bi-weekly	email	is	being	sent	to	the	broader	SGM
Program	email	list	server,	sign	up	here:	hVp://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm

	
·         Will	there	be	a	place	in	the	submi=al	to	include	comments	received	by	the	reques4ng	agency	prior	to	submi=al	and

responses	by	the	agency?

Much	like	the	modifica-on	request	submission,	all	Public	Input	comments	will	be	required	to	be	provided	using	the
BBMRS.		Comments	provided	by	other	local	agencies	are	required	and	have	a	loca-on	within	the	applica-on	to	be
uploaded.		However,	should	the	reques-ng	agency	iden-fy	key	comments	that	they	feel	are	important	for
considera-on	by	the	department	they	can	be	included	as	addi-onal	informa-on.

	
·         Regarding	request	for	combined	requests	for	modifica4ons	of	adjacent	basins	affec4ng	shared	boundary,	will	two

separate	submissions	submi=ed	somewhat	concurrently	suffice?

Poten-ally,	should	mul-ple	requests	that	are	either	coincident	or	in	conflict	to	one	another,	the	request	submission
will	be	required	to	be	consolidated	into	a	single	modifica-on	request.
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·         Do	you	have	a	recommenda4on	on	how	to	handle	coastline	boundaries?		Should	that	be	based	on	jursidic4on?

Coastline	boundaries	should	remain	as	they	are	defined	as	they	reflect	an	external	boundary	to	the	basin.		External
boundaries	will	only	be	modified	on	a	scien-fic	basis.		While	this	may	represent	small	fringes	outside	of	a	given	local
agency's	jurisdic-onal	boundary	it	can	s-ll	be	managed	by	the	County.

	
	
Thank	you,
Tim
	
	
	
Tim Godwin, P.G. 8055, C.HG. 859
Engineering Geologist
___________________________________________
(916) 651-9223    http://www.water.ca.gov
 
California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Sustainable Groundwater Management Section
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
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MEMO 
 
TO:    Board of Directors 
 
FROM:   District Manager 
PREPARED BY:  Environmental Analyst 
 
SUBJECT:   Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Setting a Date and Time 

 for a Public Hearing and Receiving Comments on an addendum for 
 the District’s Draft 2010 Urban Water Management Plan  

 
DATE:   February 4, 2016 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
It is recommend that the Board of Directors accept for Public Review an Addendum for 
the 2010 Urban Water Management Plan (2010 UWMP) and set a public hearing date of 
April 7, 2016 to accept public comment and consider approving the addendum for the 
2010 UWMP.  
 
BACKGROUND  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In an effort to ‘Go Green’, the DRAFT 2010 UWMP (150+ pages) has been posted as an 
Acrobat PDF document to the District website (www.slvwd.com) for review. A hardcopy 
will gladly be provided upon request at no charge. Please email hmorrison@slvwd.com 
or stop by the office if you would like a hardcopy. The Addendum is attached for your 
convenience.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Urban Water Management Plans are prepared by California's urban water suppliers to 
support their long-term resource planning, and ensure adequate water supplies are 
available to meet existing and future water demands.  
 
Every urban water supplier that either provides over 3,000 acre-feet of water annually, 
or serves more than 3,000 urban connections is required to assess the reliability of its 
water sources over a 20-year planning horizon, and report its progress on 20% 
reduction in per-capita urban water consumption by the year 2020, as required in the 
Water Conservation Bill of 2009 SBX7-7.  
 
Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan pursuant to this part shall, at least 
60 days prior to the public hearing on the plan required by Section 10642, notify any city 
or county within which the supplier provides water supplies that the urban water supplier 
will be reviewing the plan and considering amendments or changes to the plan. The 
urban water supplier may consult with, and obtain comments from, any city or county 
that receives notice pursuant to this subdivision (10621(b)).  
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The plans must be prepared every 5 years and submitted to the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR). Approval of State Grants or Loans is often contingent on the 
District’s compliance of submitting an UWMP.  
Although five years behind schedule, the District submitted the 2010 UWMP for review 
by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) in August 2015 following board adoption 
on July 16, 2015. DWR completed review of the 2010 UWMP and met with District Staff 
and the consultant Nicholas Johnson who prepared the document. While the level of 
detail included in the document was appreciated by DWR, a few items were omitted. 
The District has prepared an addendum to address those omissions [see attachment 1].   
 
The District must provide a 60-day public review period for the addendum and set a date 
for a public hearing no sooner than the regularly scheduled board meeting on April 7th, 
2016. 
 
CWC 10621 (b) Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan shall… at least 60 
days prior to the public hearing on the plan … notify any city or county within which the 
supplier provides waters supplies that the urban water supplier will be reviewing the plan 
and considering amendments or changes to the plan.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None  
 
2015 STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Strategic Element 1.0 – Water Supply Management  
Strategic Element 2.0 – Watershed Stewardship 
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San Lorenzo Valley Water District  

2010 Urban Water Management Plan 

Addendum 

February 2016 

The San Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD) has prepared this addendum to its 2010 Urban 
Water Management Plan (UWMP) in response to comments received from the California 
Department of Water Resources (CDWR)1 regarding the UWMP adopted by the SLVWD Board of 
Directors in August 2015. 

Section 3, Water Demand 

Subsection 3.4.1, Recent Water Demand by Sector 

Revised:  

Table 3-14, SLVWD Water Demand by Sector, 2005-2010 and Projected for 2015-2035 (attached) 

Revised for clarity.  Legend text for shaded cells revised.  

Section 4, Water Supply 

Subsection 4.7, Potential Additional Water Sources 

Added:  

Section 4.7.4, Desalination 
Desalination has been considered a potential supplemental water supply along the Santa Cruz County 
coast, most actively by the City of Santa Cruz.  The San Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD or 
District) is unlikely to undertake desalination given that it is separated from the coast by more than 
five miles of rugged terrain.  In the event that the City of Santa Cruz constructs a regional 
desalination facility, SLVWD may have the opportunity to obtain supplemental water at times via 
existing system interties, perhaps as part of a regional conjunctive use program.  No such project is 
currently planned, however, and desalination is not considered further in this plan.   

Added:  

Section 4.7.5, Recycled Water 
SLVWD’s South Service Area is sewered by the City of Scotts Valley.  This wastewater is recycled 
by the Scotts Valley Water District, which delivered approximately 200 acre-feet of recycled water in 
2013 (http://svwd.org/about-district/district-information).   

SLVWD’s North and Felton Service Areas rely on on-site wastewater disposal (i.e., septic tanks and 
leachfields), which effectively recycles water within the watershed.  Planning studies conducted in 
the 1980s determined that sewering these areas would result in unacceptable environmental impacts.   

Because of these conditions, SLVWD is not considering the use of recycled water at this time.   

                                                   
1 Email sent to J. Michelsen/SLVWD December 22, 2015 from G. Huff, Gwen.Huff@water.ca.gov. 
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Section 5, Water Supply Reliability and Water Shortage Contingency Planning 
The minimum water supply available by source for the next three years may be summarized as 
follows based on information provided in Section 5.2.3 of the Board Adopted UWMP for a multiple 
dry year period: 

North System South System Felton System 

SLVWD 
Total Stream Diversions 

Ground-
water Total* 

Pasatiempo & Mañana 
Woods Wells 

Stream and Spring 
Diversions 

(acre-feet/year) 
525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 

 
These estimates are based on the 1987-1994 drought and 2035 projected demand. 

Based on information provided in in Sections 5.2.2 and 5.2.3 in the Board Approved UWMP, a water 
supply and demand comparison for single dry and multi-dry years is as follows for five year 
increments from 2015 through 2035: 

Dry-Year 
Period 

Supply Demand 

North System 
South 

System 
Felton 
System 

SLVWD 
Total 

North 
System 

South 
System 

Felton 
System Total 

Stream 
Diver-
sions 

Ground-
water Total 

Pasatiempo 
& Mañana 

Woods 
Wells 

Stream 
and 

Spring 
Diver-
sions 

(acre-feet/year) 
2015-2020 

Single  400 1140 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 
Multiple 525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 

2020-2025 
Single  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 

Multiple  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 
2025-2030 

Single  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 
Multiple  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 

2030-2035 
Single  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 

Multiple  525 635 1,540 330 425 2,300 1,540 330 425 2,300 
 

Section 6, Demand Management Measures 

Subsection 6.1, SLVWD Water Demand Management Measures 
Water demand management measures (DMM) are specific actions a water supplier takes to support 
its water conservation efforts.  The UWMP Act identifies 14 DMMs (CWC 10631(f)) that should be 
evaluated in each UWMP.  These are summarized in Table 6-1 (attached), which has been revised to 
include the letter code assigned by CDWR to each DMM in addition to the DMM numbering used in 
this UWMP.   
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The following three DMMs were omitted in the Board Adopted version of the 2010 Urban Water 
Management Plan and are described further below:  

• DMM 9 (A)2 - Programmatic Residential Water Survey programs for single-family 
residential and multifamily residential customers. 

• DMM 14 (E) Large landscape conservation programs and incentives   

• DMM 13 (I): Conservation programs for commercial, industrial, and institutional accounts 

DMM 9 (A) - Programmatic Residential Water Survey programs for single-family residential 
and multifamily residential customers.  
CDWR requires that water purveyors provide water survey programs to residential customers that 
provide advice on indoor and outdoor water conservation measures.  Alternatively, a water purveyor 
may conduct a cost-benefit analysis of the cost of a water survey program versus the benefit of water 
saved in terms of reduced customer charges.   

SLVWD currently provides on-site leak detection assistance in the form of information and guidance 
for self-performance of leak detection and repair.   

In order for SLVWD to implement a “water-wise house call” program targeting the top 10 percent of 
single family and multi-family water users, it would require the additional staffing necessary to 
conduct approximately 576 water audits for these customers.  Assuming these audits would require 
77 percent of a full time employee, the cost to the District would be approximately $112,000.  
Assuming these customers would achieve a 20 percent annual water savings as a result of these 
audits, the total amount of water saved would be approximately 22.6 million gallons per year.  At a 
cost of $5.58 per unit of water (i.e., 100 cubic feet), this would represent a total savings of 
approximately $198,522 among these customers.  

Based on this approximate cost-benefit analysis, and in light of the District’s existing programs for 
assisting its customers with water conservation, SLVWD does not plan to initiate a more extensive 
water survey program at this time.   

DMM 14 (E) Large landscape conservation programs and incentives   
SLVWD contracted with Ecology Action of Santa Cruz in 2015 to provide support for conducting 
indoor water conservation consultations and irrigation efficiency audits. 

These water audit services include:  

a. Water conservation and irrigation efficiency audits of the 10 to 15 highest water using 
properties in the District.  Depending on the size of the facility, each audit and associated 
report is estimated to require 8 to 12 hours.  

b. Efficiency audits of each irrigation zone in order to identify which zones need repairs to 
prevent water waste and run-off.  A weather-based irrigation schedule compliant with the 
District’s current watering schedule is programmed into the irrigation controller with the 
property manager’s consent.  

c. Submit each audit report to the customer and District.  The following items are documented 
in the audit reports: 

                                                   
2 DMM numbering as used in this UWMP, with CDWR letter assignment given parenthetically. 
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i. Existing indoor fixture use rates and recommended fixture conversions. 

ii. Existing irrigation hardware, locations of observed leaks and run-off, and 
recommendations for irrigation efficiency upgrades. 

iii. A list of priority zones for irrigation upgrades based on the greatest potential to reduce 
water use and waste. 

iv. Existing irrigation zone schedule and recommended weather-based irrigation schedule.   

v. An irrigation water budget based on the County of Santa Cruz Model Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) landscape coefficient of 0.7, and 2014 landscape water 
use compared to the MWELO irrigation water budget.  

vi. If the customer does not have an irrigation system map for the purposes of conducting an 
irrigation audit, Ecology Action will create an irrigation zone map to be permanently 
posted at the irrigation controller so that future audits and system maintenance can be 
completed efficiently.  

d. Follow-up with customers one month after report submission to answer questions and 
document implementation of recommended measures.  

DMM 13 (I): Conservation programs for commercial, industrial, and institutional accounts 
In May 2014 SLVWD declared a Stage 2 Water Shortage Emergency and passed Ordinance No. 105 
(see UWMP Appendix B).  This ordinance regulates the use of District-provided water as follows:  

During a Stage 2 Water Shortage it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership, association, 
corporation, political body or other District customer:  

1. To water or irrigate lawn, landscape, or other vegetated areas between the hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., except when performed with a bucket or watering can, or by use of a drip 
irrigation system or similar low volume, nonspray 4 irrigation equipment, or for very short 
periods of time for the express purpose of allowing landscape contractors to adjust or repair 
an irrigation system.  

2. To use a hose that is not equipped with a shutoff nozzle.  

3. To use potable water to wash down hard or paved surfaces, including but not limited to 
sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis courts, patios, or other paved surfaces, 
except when it is necessary to alleviate safety or sanitation hazards or to prepare paved 
surfaces for sealing.  

4. To initially fill or to drain and refill residential swimming pools.  

5. To serve water in a restaurant or other commercial food service establishment except upon 
the request of a patron.  

6. To operate a hotel, motel or other commercial lodging establishment without offering patrons 
the option to forego the daily laundering of towels, sheets and linens.  

7. To water or irrigate lawn, landscape, or other vegetated areas on days of the week other than 
the days of the week authorized and noticed by the District Manager, except when performed 
with a bucket or watering can, or by use of a drip irrigation system or similar low volume, 
nonspray irrigation equipment, or for very short periods of time for the express purpose of 
allowing landscape contractors to adjust or repair an irrigation system. Hourly restrictions set 
forth in subsection 1 continue to apply on authorized watering days. This provision shall not 
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apply to commercial growers/nurseries or to residential vegetable gardens/edible plantings 
watered with a hose equipped with a shutoff nozzle.  

8. To water or irrigate lawn, landscape, or other vegetated area using an automatic irrigation 
system for more than fifteen minutes per watering station per assigned day. This provision 
shall not apply to automatic irrigation systems exclusively using low output sprinkler 
equipment, including rotors, stream rotors, or microspray systems.  

9. To wash the exterior of dwellings, buildings or structures (with the exception of window 
washing and preparation of property for painting or for sale). 
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MEMO  
 
TO: Board of Directors  
 
FROM: District Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Public Employee Compensation – District Manager 
 
 DATE: February 4, 2016 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and the 
attached Distr ict  Manager contract. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Per contract, the Board provides a review of the District Manager’s performance on 
a yearly basis. As a part of that yearly performance review, the Board also considers 
adjusting the District Manager’s salary based on two criteria; cost-of-living and merit 
increase. 
 
The Board may consider a cost-of-living adjustment in line with the cost-of-living 
adjustment provided per the Memorandum-of-Understanding provided to other 
employees. The current MOU provided all other employee’s a 2.75% cost-of-living 
salary adjustment on November 1, 2015. Per contract, any cost-of-living adjustment 
approved by the Board for the District Manager will become effective on January 1, 
2016. 
 
The Board may consider up to a 5% increase in salary for the District Manager based 
on the previous year’s performance. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Element 8.0 – Organizational Health / Personnel 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
$14,996 in Capital Costs 
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MEMO  
 
TO: Board of Directors  
 
FROM: District Manager  
 
SUBJECT: District Manager’s 2016 Goals and Objective 
 
 DATE: February 4, 2016 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and the District 
Manager’s Goals and Objectives (to be provided at Board Meeting). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Per contract, the Board provides a review of the District Manager’s performance on 
a yearly basis. As a part of that yearly performance review, the Board establishes 
Goals and Objectives for the upcoming year. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Element 8.0 – Organizational Health / Personnel 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
None 
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MEMO  
 
TO: Board of Directors  
 
FROM: District Manager  
 
SUBJECT: District’s Expectations during the Oral Communication Period of 

the Board of Director’s meeting   
 
 DATE: February 4, 2016 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and take action 
deemed appropriate. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At every public meeting of the District there is a time set aside by law for the public 
to communicate any concerns or issues that they believe are important to the District. 
The agenda portion for Oral Communication reads as follows: 
 

“This portion of the agenda is reserved for Oral Communications by 
the public for items which are not on the Agenda. Any person may 
address the Board of Directors at this time, on any subject that lies 
within the jurisdiction of the District. Normally, presentations must not 
exceed three (3) minutes in length, and individuals may only speak 
once during Oral Communications. No actions may be taken by the 
Board of Directors on any Oral Communications presented; however, 
the Board of Directors may request that the matter be placed on a 
future agenda. Please state your name and town/city of residence at 
the beginning of your statement for the record. “ 

 
Typically, a Board does not engage the public during Oral Communication. The intent 
of Oral Communication time is not to be a question and answer period. This is 
different from the public comment period during individual agenized items.  
 
The District's currently policy regarding Oral Communication reads as follows: 
 

“ORAL COMMUNICATION 
 
The Board of Directors encourages public participation. The Oral 
Communications portion of the agenda is reserved for citizen 
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communication on matters not otherwise on the agenda. Any person 
may address the Board of Directors on any subject that lies within the 
jurisdiction of the District during this portion of the agenda. Unless 
otherwise altered by the President or presiding officer, individual 
citizen communication during the Oral Communication portion of the 
agenda shall not exceed three (3) minutes in length and individuals 
may only speak once. The Ralph M. Brown Act (Section 54954.3 or as 
amended) prohibits any action being taken by the Board of Directors 
on any Oral Communications presented; however, the Board of 
Directors may request that the matter be placed on a future agenda. 
Each person addressing the Board of Directors shall be requested to 
give his or her name and address for the record, and designate the 
subject matter. Citizens may also address the Board of Directors on 
specific agenda items, including those on the consent agenda, only 
after first obtaining recognition by the President or presiding officer. 
Participation by interested citizens on specific agenda items is subject 
to orderly procedure, including time limits and decorum established 
under the authority of the President or presiding officer and applicable 
law. 
 
All communications by interested citizens, whether during Oral 
Communications, or other  items on the agenda, shall be addressed to 
the Board of Directors as a single body and not to individual Board 
members, staff or members of the audience. No person other than the 
Board of Directors and the person having the floor shall be permitted 
to enter into discussion, either directly or through a director, without 
the permission of the President or presiding officer. No member of the 
public shall approach the Board of Directors table while the Board is in 
session unless granted permission by the President or presiding 
officer. Proper decorum must be observed by Directors, staff, speakers 
and the audience. The President or presiding officer shall preserve 
order and decorum, discourage personal attacks, and confine debate 
to the question under discussion. The President or presiding officer, or 
a majority of the board, may eject from a meeting any person who 
becomes disorderly, abusive, or disruptive, or who fails or refuses to 
obey a ruling of the president regarding a matter of order or procedure. 
The President shall rule out of order any irrelevant, repetitive or 
disruptive comments. No cell phone operation or audible pager use is 
allowed in the Board of Directors chambers.” 
  

It is important to establish for the public a clear understanding and expectation 
regarding how the Board will respond or not respond to comments or questions 
during Oral Communication. While each Director has a different personality and style, 
for clarity to the public it is important to remain consistent. Does the Board wish to 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  11c

2309



 

 

 

revise the current policy / agenda notice to include the following? 
 

“During Oral Communication the Board will silently consider public 
comments received. Once comments have concluded the Board 
President may ask if any Board Member wishes to recommend a future 
agenda item based on communication received. The Board will not 
respond or discuss comments made during Oral Communication.” 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  
Element 6.2 – Increase Civic Understanding and Engagement 
Element 9.2 – Board Development 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
None 
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TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  District Manager 
PREPARED BY:  Environmental Programs Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Environmental Status Report 
    
DATE:        February 4, 2016  
    
RECOMMENDATION:  
  
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review and file the Environmental 
Department status report. 
    
BACKGROUND: 
 
HYDROLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 
Staff has been working with Nick Johnson Principal Hydro-geologist, PhD, PG, CHg, to 
assess the current status of District groundwater and surface resources, in an effort to 
identify potential need for supplemental, optimized and more efficient water supply 
sources. Factors driving the District’s efforts include the following:  
 
• A substitute water supply for the Felton Service Area is needed when water-rights 

criteria restrict Fall Creek diversions (i.e., when San Lorenzo River flows are 
below seasonal thresholds).   

• A supplemental water supply for the South System is needed to allow groundwater 
levels in the vicinity of the Pasatiempo wells to recover and stabilize following 
fairly steady declines over the past 25 years.   

• Supplemental supplies are needed during drought periods, given the supply 
limitations experienced during recent years (e.g., minimal available diversions, 
Olympia well field drawdown).   

• Supplemental supplies are potentially needed to meet the additional water demands 
associated with SLVWD’s recent and expected annexation of other water supply 
systems (e.g., the Lompico Water District).   

• Supplemental supplies, and/or increased optimization and efficiency of existing 
supplies, may be needed to offset potential future water-rights modifications that 
may limit stream diversions.  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WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 
Staff is coordinating permits for the long-term broom management on the Olympia 
Watershed. Staff will be issuing an RFP for CEQA documents to be developed following 
the finalization of the Management Plan.  
 
NOAA MULTISPECIES PUBLIC DRAFT RECOVERY PLAN: CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
COAST STEELHEAD DPS 
Staff has submitted comments on the Draft NOAA Multispecies Recovery Plan. 
Comment period closed on January 18, 2016. Don Alley provided comments which were 
discussed at the January Environmental Committee Meeting.  
 
2010 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (UWMP) 
In January, Staff met with DWR and our consultant Nick Johnson to discuss DWR’s 
findings upon review of the 2010 UWMP. DWR identified a few items which were 
omitted from the adopted document and required that the District prepare an addendum, 
which will go through a public review period and adopted in a public hearing. Staff has 
provided the addendum in this agenda, and hopes to begin the public review process.  
 
2015 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (UWMP) 
An RFP for the 2015 UWMP is expected to be issued in February 2016.  
 
GRANT PROGRAMS 
Staff is preparing for the 2016 Classic Watershed Education Grant series, which will 
begin February 2016. 
 
PROBATION TANK MITIGATION 
Following unanimous board approval of the Draft HCP for the Probation tank 
replacement on August 20, 2015, it was submitted to the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) for review. USFWS has confirmed the receipt of the HCP and notified 
the District that they are backlogged and will not complete review until August 2016. 
Some minor changes have occurred to the design footprint of the project area, which 
resulted in minor changes to the HCP. Modifications have been made and the HCP was 
resubmitted to USFWS. The agency has confirmed receipt and assured the District that 
changes incurred will not affect our place in line and will not change our timeline for 
review. Revised HCP will be available on the website.  
 
WATER CONSERVATION 
The District is partnering with the California Native Grasslands Association and the 
State Department of Water Resources and the Water Conservation Coalition of Santa 
Cruz County to offer a lawn replacement workshop called California’s New Front Yard: 
Creating a Low Water Landscape. The workshop will take place on Thursday, February 
11, 2016 at the UCSC Arboretum. The workshop is suitable for homeowners and 
landscape professionals alike. Morning talks will be followed by instructor-led activities 
and arboretum tours. Cost is $25-30. More information is available on our website. 
SLVWD.COM. 
 
The first quarter of fiscal year 2015/16 proved to be extremely successful for the water 
conservation rebate program. So much that the budget of $20,000 was expended and 
the Board voted to add an additional $41,000 to the budget to cover the rebate 
applications already accepted and in process. On October 15th the board voted to 
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suspend the Water Conservation Rebate program until fiscal year 2016/17. 
Nevertheless, customers have continued to contact the District requesting rebates, and 
are being asked to come back in July 2016. This will result in another flood of rebate 
applications in the first quarter of the coming fiscal year when the rebate program is 
reinstated.  
 
2015 being the 4th consecutive year of drought, and the 7th year of drought in the past 
nine years, the District realized water resources in the Valley are extremely strained. 
Having the rebate program suspended for most of the year presents a missed 
opportunity in a time when our customers are highly motivated to use water efficiently, 
and are most prepared to invest in infrastructure improvements to see water savings in 
their homes.  
 
Staff continues to coordinate with the Water Conservation Coalition for a collaborative 
regional public outreach campaign. The District continues to support Cabrillo College 
water conservation/landscape course work. Spring classes are scheduled to begin in 
March. Registration deadline is February 29th at: 
http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/extension/green.html  
 
 
FALL CREEK FISH LADDER 
Staff met with regulatory agencies including CDFW and NMFS, planning agencies 
including the County, RCD and the design consultants to coordinate the finalization of 
the 100% specifications for modifications to the Fall Creek Fish Ladder. Modifications 
are required to meet required six inch jump heights to allow juvenile steelhead passage 
upstream of the districts diversion. In the final stretch of a 3 year planning process, 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service announced that the district will not be allowed 
to move forward with construction of the fish ladder modifications until we acquire a 
biological opinion through individual consultation through NMFS. This will require the 
Army Corps of Engineers to be the lead federal agency on the project. This permit 
requirement means we will not be able to take advantage of the RCD’s streamlined 
permit coordination program. Notification of such requirements at such a late time, 2 
months before the District was to go to bid for the project, will delay the project for an 
unknown term until all permits can be acquired from various agencies. The District is 
committed to providing juvenile passage to steelhead in Fall Creek and will continue to 
pursue permits to implement construction in summer 2017.  
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH/ DROUGHT OUTREACH 

• Staff help to coordinate and participated in Connecting the Drops, a county wide 
forum on Water issues in Santa Cruz County on January 28, 2016. 

• E Newsletters are sent out to over 3000 customer email addresses monthly or bi-
monthly.  

• The District Facebook page and website are updated regularly (3-5 times per 
week). 

• Media Alerts have been published in local papers regarding:   
1.  SLVWD Provides Safe Reliable Drinking Water  
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Comments and Recommendations to the Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for 
the San Lorenzo River Watershed 

18 January 2016 
 

(We wish to acknowledge the San Lorenzo Valley Water District for funding the preparation of 
recommendations and comments in this review. The District is in full support of the contents of 
this review.) 
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SUMMARY 
 
We greatly appreciate the restoration efforts of NOAA fishery biologists in the San Lorenzo River. It is 
a daunting task to guide coastal Chinook salmon and steelhead recovery in our coastal watersheds, 
with 38 independent and 22 dependent steelhead populations identified along the Central California 
Coast. The authors did an outstanding job of identifying the following key aspects of habitat 
improvement needed for successful steelhead recovery;  
 
1) Improve estuary/lagoon function, 2) increase stream baseflows, 3) increase channel complexity, 4) 
reduce sediment input, and 5) improve fish passage conditions. 
 
The most important areas of recommended revision for steelhead recovery in the Plan include the 
following;  
 

1. Make the estuary/lagoon the highest priority recovery area to protect inflow for rapid 
freshwater conversion and to construct an outlet structure to prevent the necessity for artificial 
sandbar breaching and to maximize depth of a freshwater lagoon. Increase to priority 1 all 
recovery actions directed at reducing artificial breaching, increasing lagoon depth and 
constructing an outlet structure at the rivermouth. Increase all recovery actions directed to 
speeding lagoon formation and/or freshwater conversion to priority 1. Increase all other 
recovery actions directed to improving lagoon habitat to priority 2.  
 

2.  No core recovery area was denoted in the Plan, upstream of the estuary/lagoon to focus 
recovery efforts on. The core area for recovery should include 1) the Zayante Creek sub-
watershed (including Bean Creek) to recover summer baseflow, increase instream wood and 
reduce sedimentation, 2) the Branciforte sub-watershed to improve fish passage through the 
flood-control channel and remnant dam abutments/ walls and to increase channel complexity 
with instream wood, 3) the middle mainstem to improve fish passage and 4) all Timber 
Preserve lands within and upstream of the recovery areas to reduce sedimentation and increase 
recruitment of large instream wood. 
 

3. In order to better direct recovery efforts to important core areas, accurately identify reaches 
with the highest intrinsic potential and lesser potential and to re-calculate the steelhead 
recovery target. Increase the historical intrinsic potential in all of the lower and middle 
Mainstem River and much of Zayante and Bean creeks to highest historic intrinsic potential, 
while downgrading it in Gold and Lockhart gulches, Bull, Love, Kings, much of Carbonera, 
Glenwood, Granite and Crystal creeks to lowest potential due to their small size and/or very 
limited baseflow and in some cases, limited accessibility by spawning adults. Reduce historical 
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potential in upper Fall Creek from high to medium due to limited baseflow, high gradient with 
poor pool development and limited food supply towards the headwaters. 
 

4. Remove reaches of misrepresented historic anadromy in most of Love and all of Fritch Creek 
above a natural barrier near Love Creek’s mouth. Exclude from anadromy much of Jamison 
and Granite creeks due to high gradient and limited accessibility, upper Kings Creek above a 
natural waterfall, all northern tributaries to Bear Creek below Deer Creek confluence due to 
their ephemeral nature and limited accessibility and all of Lompico, Bennett, Foreman and 
Peavine creeks above natural barriers to anadromy at their mouths. 
 

5. Increase restoration emphasis to improve adult steelhead spawning access through 5 stream 
segments during drier years in order of priority- 1) Lower Branciforte flood control channel, 2) 
the middle mainstem of the San Lorenzo River from Zayante Creek confluence to Boulder 
Creek confluence (especially Barker’s Dam), 3) lower Bear Creek (remnant dam abutment in 
first mile), 4) the San Lorenzo River Gorge from Paradise Park to Eagle Creek confluence 
(Rincon riffle and Four Rock), and 5) upper mainstem from Boulder Creek confluence to 
Waterman Gap (several remnant dam abutments that collect wood and impede adult passage). 

 
6. Increase restoration emphasis to priority 1 for Scotts Valley to expand its water reclamation 

system and storage. 
 

7. Increase restoration emphasis to priority 1 for Scotts Valley to expand its water reclamation 
system, evaluate and implement storage of  excess winter stormflow in off-stream reservoirs 
(such as abandoned quarry ponds) and to actively recharge overdrawn aquifers through 
injection wells. The intent is to eventually increase baseflows in Bean and Carbonera creeks.  

 
8. Increase restoration emphasis in timberlands throughout the watershed by pressing for no-

harvest riparian buffer zones to reduce erosion and increase recruitment of large fallen wood to 
stream channels. 
 

9. Increase all restoration emphasis directed at reducing logging threats to priority 1 because of 
the high potential threat from logging activities.  

 
10. Increase restoration emphasis directed at removing existing summer dams and remnant 

(inactive) summer dam abutments that create passage impediments to migrating adults or 
smolts to priority 1. These potentially create serious passage problems in dry years. 

 
11. Provide financial and permitting incentives to local governmental and water agencies to 

incorporate the recovery actions of this Recovery Plan into their own planning documents. 
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In Section G below, comments on recovery actions are provided, the six most important actions being;   
 

1. Construct an outlet structure at the rivermouth that makes artificial sandbar breaching 
unnecessary, and make it the highest priority. 

 
2. Provide adequate bypass flows at water diversions at Tait Street and Felton to insure successful 

adult and smolt passage, even in dry years.  
 

3. Improve aquifer recharge to the Santa Margarita and Lompico Aquifers by upgrading 
requirements of new development to minimize impermeable surfaces, prevent storm runoff and 
require storage and detention basins, filtration and enhanced percolation into the groundwater. 
Additionally, require from new development that there be no net increase in water demand by 
offsetting demand with water conservation and recycling. Convert existing impermeable 
surfaces (parking lots) to a combination of impermeable surfaces that direct runoff into zones 
of permeability, detention, filtration and groundwater percolation. Reduce storm runoff from 
existing development with construction of water and sediment catchment basins. Increase water 
reclamation and storage of reclaimed water and excess winter stormflow in off-stream 
reservoirs for well injection into aquifers. The goal will be to restore perennial streamflow to 
Bean and Carbonera creeks adjacent to Scotts Valley and to increase baseflow downstream.  

 
4. Educate residents and County/city staff to retain large wood once it is naturally recruited to 

streams, so that when the next episodic influx of instream wood occurs, retention may be 
maximized.  

 
5. Reducing habitat degradation from eroding rural roads and logging (sedimentation and loss of 

large wood recruitment)  by increasing environmental regulation in Timber Preserve Lands to 
include maintenance of erosion control measures continuously between logging re-entry 
periods, by initiating a  no-harvest riparian buffers along all stream courses and/or by 
purchasing environmental easements along stream courses to protect large conifers as future 
sources of in-channel wood,  

 
6. To implement the Recovery Plan, provide financial and permitting incentives for all water 

agencies to incorporate the recovery plan’s actions into their own planning documents. 
 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED RECOVERY ACTIONS 
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-1.1.2.5-  under Estuary as follows; “Evaluate and implement a possible 
structural improvement (flume/ outlet pipe) to maintain the lagoon at a water surface elevation during 
the summer/fall at a level below which flooding occurs in lagoon-side storm drains and basements in 
order to eliminate the need to artificially breach the sandbar.” This should have a priority of 1 and a 
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time frame of 3-5 years for completion. This recovery action calls out the benefit of a flume to not only 
increase the elevation of a freshwater lagoon (recovery step 1.1.6.1) but also to reduce flooding and 
artificial breaching. 
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-1.1.4.3 under Estuary as follows- “Work out an agreement with the city 
of Santa Cruz to minimize water diversion at Tait Street immediately after the sandbar closes at the 
rivermouth and continue to maximize lagoon inflow past their diversion until the lagoon has undergone 
freshwater conversion.”  
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-3.1.3.4 under Hydrology as follows- “Investigate illegal water 
diversion and well pumping related to marijuana propagation or other agricultural activities and 
prosecute violations accordingly.” 
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-6.1.1.8 regarding habitat complexity. It should have the action 
description as follows: “Change the California Forest Practice Rules to provide a no-harvest buffer 
zone along all ephemeral and perennial streams within timber harvest areas.” This will allow 
restoration of large conifers adjacent to stream channels with eventual recruitment as LWD. This 
should have a priority of 1 and a 5-year timeline to get the rule change and a 100-year duration of the 
rule. 
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.8 regarding sediment.  It should have the action description, 
“Replace imperviously surfaced parking lots in Scotts Valley with permeable surfaces, detention 
basins, filtration and storage for rain percolation into the groundwater.” The Santa Margarita aquifer is 
drastically overdrawn beneath Scotts Valley, and Bean Creek and Carbonera creeks have become 
increasingly flashy during stormflows, increasing streambank erosion and sedimentation. It should 
have a priority of 1 and under a 20-year time frame to make it happen. 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.9 under Sediment to read, “Discourage land conversion to vineyards 
or other land-clearing agriculture, such as marijuana propagation, on potentially unstable, steep slopes 
with County Ordinances.” 
 
Add recovery action step SLR-CCCS-13.1.2.2 under Channel Modification to read, “Institute an 
ongoing, effective educational program with city and county staff and streamside residents regarding 
the importance of maintaining large instream wood for juvenile steelhead survival and recovery of the 
steelhead population.” 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-13.1.2.3 under Channel Modification to read, “Replace the Highway 1 
Bridge over the San Lorenzo River near River Street with a larger, freespan bridge with increased 
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freeboard.” This should be priority 1. This should be accomplished in the next 5 years. In the Comment 
section for this action step, state that “Presently the Highway Bridge has piers in the stream channel 
that accumulate LWD during high flows to threaten this heavily used bridge. A larger freespan bridge 
at this location will reduce the pressure to cut up instream wood for flood control protection.” 
 
Add recovery action step SLR-CCCS-21.1.1.4 under threat from recreation and residential/commercial 
development. It should have the action description, “Discourage any new development in the San 
Lorenzo River watershed that may have the potential to increase night-lighting along stream courses, 
increase impermeable surfaces, increase winter storm runoff, increase on-site erosion or increase 
human water demand during the dry season.” This should be priority 1. Such developments may 
inhibit fish migration, reduce aquifer recharge, increase stream sedimentation, reduce summer 
baseflow and reduce salmonid rearing habitat. 
 
Add recovery action step SLR-CCCS-21.1.2.2 under recreation and regarding minimizing increased 
landscape disturbance to read, “Prohibit mountain bike and equestrian activity on trails within state 
parks, state forests and on other publically-owned land that may cause soil compaction, increased 
surface erosion, increased storm runoff and increased sediment input to stream channels.” 
 
Add recovery action Step SLR-CCCS-22.1.1.4 under Residential/Commercial Development. It should 
read, “Federal and State regulatory agencies should provide incentives to city, county and water 
agencies to incorporate the Multispecies Recovery Plan into their watershed planning documents and 
Habitat Conservation Plans.” This should have priority 1. If the recovery plan is not incorporated into 
other planning documents, it will be ignored. 
 
Add a specific recovery action step SLR-CCCS-25.1.2.9 under water diversion/impoundment to 
“Identify the cause of and seek remedial action to prevent dewatering of Bean Creek adjacent to the 
city of Scotts Valley in the vicinity of Mackenzie Creek confluence and downstream to Ruins Gulch 
and rescue and relocate the thousands of juvenile salmonids in this reach each summer before 
streamflow disappears.” This should have a priority of 1. This dewatered reach is a potentially very 
significant juvenile production area in the watershed.  
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RESPONSE FORMAT 
 
The comments follow the order of the sections presented in Volume I and Volume IV of the Draft 
Coastal Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River steelhead population: 

 
A. Volume I- Comment on Methods Section and Tables for Viability and Threats.  
B. Volume IV. Comments for Description of San Lorenzo River Steelhead Population  

     C. Volume IV. Comments on Santa Cruz Mountains Diversity Stratum Results 
     D. Volume IV. Review of Tables 3 and 4 of DPS CAP Viability Results 
     E. Review of Steelhead Historic Intrinsic Potential 
     F. Review of the Table for San Lorenzo River CAP Threats Results 
     G. Review and Comment on the San Lorenzo River Recovery Action Table 
     H. Literature Cited 
 
In addition, the following appendices are provided: 
 

A. Millions of board ft. harvested annually from 1994-2009 in Santa Cruz County 
B. Timber Production Zoning (map) 
C. Photos, County of Santa Cruz 1998 Rule Change Proposal Submitted to Board of Forestry 
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A. Volume I. Comments on Methods Section and Tables for Viability and Threats 
An overriding concern about all of the rating criteria provided in the methods is that, although they 
provide a way to compare different watersheds, the ratings as they pertain to viability and impairment 
appear arbitrary and simplistic and may overestimate viability and underestimate impairment. Research 
used to justify the same criteria to set ratings in watersheds across the complete steelhead range may 
not be appropriate for Central Coast steelhead habitat. 
 
Volume I of the Plan states that indicator ratings are derived from published scientific literature and 
other best available information regarding habitats and their relative importance to survival of a 
specific life stage. The indicator ratings are based on judgments made about life stage 
survival/mortality and habitat conditions with regard to degree of impairment.  
 
Habitat Complexity 
In the Viability tables, for the attribute, habitat complexity, the indicator is density of large instream 
wood. In the Methods section of volume 1, density of key large wood pieces per 100 meters is used as 
the metric.  
 

x Watershed estimates are made for percent of small streams with greater than 6 key pieces per 
100 meters and the percent of large streams with greater than 1.3 key pieces per 100 meters. 
Why are the 6 pieces or 1.3 pieces/ 100 meters considered adequate?  

 
x These ratings appear arbitrary without justification, their being based on professional judgment, 

which is subjective.  
 

x Wood densities should be categorized by soft wood versus hardwood because soft wood has 
much greater longevity.  

 
x Whose data on key pieces of wood density were used in the San Lorenzo and Soquel 

drainages? The source of data should be stated. D.W. ALLEY & Associates (DWA) has 
annually performed annual large wood surveys in the San Lorenzo River, Soquel Creek, Aptos 
and Corralitos drainages since 2010. However, the diameter criteria for key pieces of wood 
used in the Plan’s rating scale was not used during DWA data collection, though it could be 
approximated after the fact.  

 
x Were the results of these DWA surveys reviewed and used to rate habitat complexity for the 

respective watersheds?  
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Impervious Surfaces 
The rating criteria for impairment from impervious (impermeable) surfaces appeared arbitrary and 
simplistic, being based on percent of the watershed area covered with such surfaces.  
 

x The watershed location of impervious surfaces was not included in the metric.   
 

x There was no justification for the different ratings when covered area was incrementally less 
than 10%. Therefore, the rating scale cannot be evaluated.  

 
x A better metric for impairment should be the percent of the channel miles in the watershed 

impacted by increased flashiness of stormflows due to impervious surfaces. Impervious 
surfaces in urbanized Scotts Valley negatively impact Bean Creek, lower Zayante Creek, lower 
mainstem and the estuary, as well as Carbonera Creek.  

 
x Impermeable surfaces in Boulder Creek, Brookdale, Ben Lomond and Felton negatively impact 

the middle and lower mainstem San Lorenzo and the estuary.  
 

x Impermeable surfaces in Santa Cruz impact lower Branciforte, lower mainstem San Lorenzo 
and the estuary. These impacts constitute more than 10% of the channel miles accessible to 
steelhead in the watershed. 

 
Agriculture 
The rating criteria for agriculture as an impairment was based on percent of population area used for 
agriculture. This appeared arbitrary without justification, and the metric used was simplistic.  
 

x Agricultural impairment depends on water demands of specific crops and the steepness of 
terrain where it occurs.   

 
x Better metrics would be quantity of agricultural water demand upon groundwater, the extent of 

agricultural pumping effects upon groundwater level and estimated decrease in summer 
baseflow in adjacent streams as a result of agricultural water use.  

 
x The type of crops and their water demand are more important than the area used for agriculture. 

These impacts should also be categorized by water year (annual rainfall).  
 

x Agricultural impacts would be more severe during drought, and impairment should be rated 
according to its impact during dry years. 
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Timber Harvest 
For assessing impairment from timber harvest, the metric was the rate of timber harvest by area under 
active THP management over the past 10 years.  
 
In the highly erodible Santa Cruz Mountains, impairment from timber harvest is most evident 
episodically after large storms. Significant erosion occurs during large storm events, which may occur 
more than 10 years apart. Considerable landsliding, erosion and stream sedimentation may be caused 
by logging on a relatively small portion of the watershed that took place years before and is then 
triggered by one large storm event. Alley observed this after the January 1982 storm. The rating 
criteria for timber harvest rates appeared arbitrary, without justification or evaluation of erosion on 
local timber harvest lands, and could not be evaluated as an adequate measure of impairment. 
 

x Focusing on the last 10 years biased the harvest estimate toward recent times, when timber 
harvest has been less than half what it was in the 1990’s (Appendix A). The estimated 6% of 
the watershed under active timber harvest plans in the last 10 years includes a period of reduced 
timber value and economic depression. The active harvest area could increase significantly if 
timber demands increase.  

 
x As an upper limit of potential logging activity, there are 37 square miles of the watershed zoned 

TPZ, making up 27 % of the watershed (See Appendix B).  
 

x If timber harvest-caused land disturbances are to be rated in the viability table according to 
surface area, then the total accumulated area harvested for timber in the last 30 years should be 
used as the metric, instead of 10 years. The 10-year limit on land disturbance from timber 
harvest activities implies that if a tract was logged more than 10 years ago but not since, it no 
longer creates a land disturbance. However, a tract logged more than 10 years ago may remain 
highly erosive. Without erosion control of roads and skid trails, it will undoubtedly contribute 
higher sediment loads than undisturbed forest for many years.  

 
x Each time the same tract was re-harvested, the area should be added to the total within a 30-

year period.  
 

x As with agriculture, the metric for timber harvest impairment is an oversimplified. Stability of 
the landscape where timber harvest occurs, distribution of stream channels within the timber 
harvest area, steepness of terrain, effectiveness of erosion control measures and re-entry 
interval are all more important than the surface area.  
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The management approach to timber harvest in the San Lorenzo watershed, where recovery of 
anadromous salmonids is the goal, should be to prevent cumulative impacts to steelhead habitat, which 
is already seriously degraded in the San Lorenzo system due to excessive sedimentation. Any 
additional, cumulative impact from logging must be prevented. Any additional streambed 
sedimentation resulting from logging disturbance should be prevented. In timber harvest areas, future 
recruitment of large fallen trees should be protected. Regulations should establish adequate no-cut 
buffers along all watercourses (fish-bearing or not). Increase the time between re-entries from 10 to 15 
or 20 years. In addition, erosion control measures should be maintained for the entire period between 
re-entries.  
 
Upper watershed topography where most logging occurs is often steep. Non-fish-bearing streams are 
not currently protected with adequate buffers. No-cut buffers are non-existent. Ephemeral stream 
courses can become raging torrents during large storm events. Mass wasting, gullying along skid trails 
and logging roads, slope failure and streambank failure are more likely where overstory has been 
removed and the normally rain-absorbent duff layer has been disturbed to expose bare soil. Overland 
runoff is increased and focused along skid trails and logging roads. Logging commonly occurs on 
slide-prone, unstable slopes. Erosion control measures are often discontinued between re-entry periods. 
Unmaintained logging roads and culverts commonly require repair from slippage and sediment 
accumulations upon re-entry. These remedial activities have commonly been called improvements that 
represent anticipated net positive impacts from the proposed logging operations in several THP’s that 
Don Alley has reviewed. Often, the disturbance was originally caused by previous timber harvests and 
had gone unchecked for many years. Substantial sediment input to San Lorenzo tributaries and the 
mainstem was observed after the 1998 El Niño year when flow at the Big Trees Gage approached 
20,000 cfs (Alley 1999; 2000).  
 
Urbanization 
The rating criteria for assessing degree of impairment from urbanization appeared arbitrary and 
questionable due to its simplicity and lack of justification. It was based on percent of the watershed 
area in urban development. Here again, a better metric than surface area would be relative water 
demand by the human population, type of water extraction method (surface diversion or wells or both), 
location of water procurement and the impact on reducing groundwater levels and surface flows. 
Urbanization in Scotts Valley impacts baseflow in Bean Creek, lower Zayante Creek, the lower 
mainstem San Lorenzo and the lagoon. A nearly 2-mile reach on Bean Creek between the Ruins and 
Mackenzie creek confluences and adjacent to the city of Scotts Valley goes dry in summer in all but 
the wettest years, killing perhaps 5,000 to 10,000  juvenile steelhead annually. The same dewatering 
occurs on upper Carbonera Creek in Scotts Valley in the summer, upstream of the anadromous zone 
but affecting baseflow in the anadromous zone. This dewatering is caused by overdrafting of the 
aquifers that underlay the city of Scotts Valley. And, there is no indication that urban growth in Scotts 
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Valley is slowing. Water demand of an urbanized Santa Cruz causes the city to divert substantial 
surface flow during late spring and summer, just upstream of the lagoon at their Tait Street diversion. 
This may greatly impact the timing of the closure of the sandbar to down-migrating steelhead smolts in 
dry years and the water quality of the lagoon for steelhead (speed of freshwater conversion) and 
steelhead productivity in the summer lagoon. Urbanization impacts should be categorized by water 
year (annual rainfall). If not, impacts should be rated for worse case in dry years. 
 
Passage Impediments 
The rating criteria for assessing impacts from passage impediments are based on percent of the 
watershed that is accessible to adult spawners. There is a basic flaw in the rating analysis because 
ratings will vary by water year. The percent accessible will change with the type of water year 
(differences in annual rainfall). There is no one percentage value of accessibility that can represent all 
water years, unless the minimum accessibility during drought is used as the metric. This was not 
indicated in the draft recovery plan. The scale is arbitrary, assuming that lower watershed spawning 
conditions can be equal to upper watershed spawning conditions. However, the upper reaches of larger 
tributaries have the cleanest gravel and are less vulnerable to redd scour compared to conditions in 
lower and middle mainstem reaches downstream of the Boulder Creek confluence, which are more 
highly sedimented. Larger tributaries have more spawning habitat than smaller tributaries because they 
have higher baseflow and more surface area with sufficient depth and water velocity during spawning 
and egg incubation. Good professional judgment requires knowledge of individual passage impediment 
and their passability under different stormflows. During drier years, which may increase in frequency 
with climate change, areas of the watershed that appear to have restricted adult access include 
Branciforte Creek (flood control channel and remnant dam abutments), the San Lorenzo Gorge 
(Rincon riffle and Four Rock boulder clusters) in the lower mainstem below the Zayante Creek 
confluence, the watershed upstream of Barker’s dam in the middle mainstem below the Boulder Creek 
confluence, and additional passage restrictions due to remnant flashboard dam abutments which 
periodically jam with wood in Bear Creek and the upper mainstem, upstream of the Boulder Creek 
confluence. Adult passage for physical barriers should be rated “fair” during drought and “good” in 
average and wet rainfall winters. The overall impairment ratings for fish passage- physical barriers 
should be established for dry year conditions, which is “fair.”  
 
Canopy Cover (Stream Shading) 
The ratings for canopy closure are inappropriate for the San Lorenzo River drainage. They have a 
northern California, small watershed bias. The rating criteria indicate that the more shaded the stream 
is, the better. This is untrue and likely based on the inaccurate rating scale for water temperature. 
Central Coast steelhead have a higher tolerance for warmer water than steelhead inhabiting more 
northern watersheds due to acclimatization and acclimation. Central coast steelhead typically grow 
faster in less shaded, warmer reaches of the watershed because food is more abundant there and 
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digestive rate is faster in warmer water. Heavy shading (70-90%) in the small headwater reaches of 
tributaries is necessary to maintain cool water temperature where food is very limited due to low 
baseflow. Steelhead growth there is very slow. However, in less shaded downstream reaches of the 
middle and lower reaches of larger tributaries, such as Zayante, Bean, Branciforte, Bear and Boulder 
Creek, densities of larger juveniles are typically higher in these less shaded stretches (50-70%) and 
grow faster where shading is reduced compared to more shaded headwater reaches. Juvenile steelhead 
grow the fastest in riffles and runs of the middle and lower mainstem San Lorenzo, where tree canopy 
is the least (commonly 20-50%) and water temperature is the highest. The indicator ratings for the 
CAP and rapid assessments for tree canopy are, thus, inappropriate and oversimplified.  
 
Water Temperature 
The steelhead and coho rating criteria for water temperature used to assess impairment indicate a north 
coast bias toward cooler water temperature. The rating criteria used in the CAP Viability Results Table 
of using the percent of IP-km at <20° C for the 7-day moving average of the daily maximum (MWMT) 
is inappropriately cool for steelhead in the San Lorenzo drainage in the summer months. A 7-day 
rolling average of 20 ˚C (68 ˚F) or less, with a maximum daily temperature of less than 26 ºC (78.8 ˚F), 
would be an appropriate water temperature regime for juvenile steelhead in the summer/fall in the San 
Lorenzo drainage. Justification is provided below. Using the percent of IP-km at <16°C (MWMT) in 
the CAP Table for coho salmon is inappropriately cool for Soquel Creek. Until temperature data are 
available for coho salmon habitat in Central Coast streams, the criteria determined by Welsh et al. 
(2001) on the Mattole River should be used. In the Mattole River system (northern California) coho 
were found only in tributaries where the maximum weekly average water temperatures (MWAT) were 
16.7 ºC (62 ºF) or less and the maximum weekly average maximum temperatures (MWMT) were 18.0 
ºC (64 ºF) or less (instead of 16°C that the Plan is using). Keep in mind that the temperature data 
collected in 2005 at Bean Creek sites (San Lorenzo River drainage) with juvenile coho salmon present 
indicated that coho were found in warmer conditions at one site than met the Mattole River criteria 
(Alley 2015c; see figure below). The methods section in Appendix D does not state which months are 
used to gage the daily maximum, either. Are the criteria for the warmest period of the year? Optimal 
water temperature depends on physiological acclimatization/acclimation to water temperature and the 
abundance of food.  
 
The optimum water temperature for steelhead and coho salmon in the San Lorenzo watershed very 
much depends upon factors other than temperature of the habitat, such as water velocity and depth, 
overwintering cover, rearing escape cover and abundance of food. Optimal water temperature is largely 
a food availability issue and a moving target. The more food that is available and provided by 
sufficient water velocity to produce good insect drift rate, the higher the optimal water temperature will 
be. And water temperature is not the most limiting factor in determining densities of steelhead 
yearlings and fast growing, soon-to-smolt young-of-the-year (YOY) juveniles. The number of 
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spawning adults from the previous winter/spring and the spawning success in the vicinity (related to 
the degree of compaction, sedimentation and percent fines in the spawning gravel) will determine the 
level of YOY saturation of the habitat and the degree of competition for food. Overwintering cover and 
rearing escape cover strongly influence juvenile survival. Yearling steelhead densities are most 
dependent on overwinter survival and escape cover more so than temperature criteria. The quality of 
insect habitat in riffles determines food abundance (related to the degree of sedimentation and 
embeddedness of cobbles/boulders). Water velocity is positively correlated with insect drift (related to 
streamflow volume).  

 
Granted, higher water temperature increases metabolic rate, causing increased food and oxygen 
demands for steelhead. And higher temperatures may reduce scope for activity (ability to swim fast or 
sustain activity) (Dickson et al. 1971).  However, a study completed by Farrel et al. (2015) indicated 
that the thermal range over which a Tuolumne River O. mykiss population could maintain 95% of peak 
aerobic capacity was 17.8°C to 24.6°C. Furthermore, up to a temperature of 23°C, all individual fish 
could maintain a factorial aerobic scope (FAS) value >2.0 (FAS = Maximum metabolic rate (MMR)/ 
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Routine metabolic rate (RMR), one that is predicted to provide sufficient aerobic capacity for the fish 
to properly digest a meal. 
 
A measure of O. mykiss ability to supply oxygen to tissues above and beyond a basic routine need was 
termed the absolute aerobic scope (AAS). AAS = MMR - RMR and defines the fish’s capacity to 
perform the activities essential to complete its life history. The AAS was a maximum at 21.2˚C for fish 
acclimatized to the warm Tuolumne River. The statistical 95% confidence limit for peak AAS 
extended from 16.4°C to 25°C. Likewise, 95% of the numerical peak for AAS (i.e., 5.84 mg O2 kg-
0.95 min-1) could be maintained from 17.8°C to 24.6°C. Thus, the maintenance of AAS across nearly 
the entire test temperature range clearly showed that the Tuolumne River O. mykiss population had a 
broad range of thermal performance.  
 
An added benefit of higher water temperature is that it increases digestive rate, allowing faster food 
processing and faster growth when food is more abundant. Food consumption, growth, and 
temperature tolerance were compared for Nimbus-strain steelhead (an introgressed breeding stock in 
the American River) acclimated to and held at 11, 15, and 19˚C in replicated laboratory experiments. 
Although food consumption rate showed no statistical difference between temperatures, the growth 
rate was higher at 19˚C than at 11˚C or 15˚C, providing evidence that food conversion efficiency in 
juvenile steelhead is higher at the warmer temperature (Myrick and Cech 2005).  
 
Kubicek and Price (1976) concluded that although temperatures less than 26.5 ºC (79.7 ºF) were not 
assumed to directly cause steelhead mortality in the Big Sulphur Creek drainage (tributary to the 
Russian River, Mendocino County), temperatures consistently above 20 ºC (68 ºF) were assumed to 
cause sub-lethal stress that could result in decreased fish production and indirect mortality. They noted 
that juvenile steelhead disappeared from a section of Big Sulphur Creek when hot springs caused 
summer temperatures to rise above 26ºC (78.8 ˚F).  They assumed in their monitoring that stations that 
had temperatures greater than 20 ºC (68 ºF) for less than 50% of the time in any one month were not 
expected to cause significant sub-lethal effects in that month, unless that station reached a marginal or 
lethal maximum temperature. I have worked in Big Sulphur Creek. In summer it is the size of Boulder 
Creek with similar summer baseflow conditions, and it has less baseflow than Fall Creek. But it is 
sunnier like Zayante Creek below Lompico confluence and the middle mainstem San Lorenzo in the 
vicinity of Bull, Fall, Clear and Boulder creeks. Zayante Creek and the middle mainstem San Lorenzo 
likely produce considerably more food than Big Sulphur Creek, while Fall and Boulder creeks likely 
produce less or similar food levels than Big Sulphur Creek. The Santa Ynez River Technical Advisory 
Committee (SYRTAC) proposed guidelines with upper limits of 20 ºC average daily temperature and 
25 ºC daily maximum as providing acceptable habitat conditions for steelhead in the Santa Ynez River 
(SYRTAC 2000). The SYRTAC (2000) decided that a mean daily temperature of 22 ºC may be the 
threshold between acceptable and unsuitable from a long-term perspective. This was based on studies 
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by Hokanson et al. (1977) who concluded that the highest constant temperature at which the effects of 
growth and mortality balance out was 23 ºC.   

We judged that a 7-day rolling average of 20 ˚C (68 ˚F) or less, with a maximum daily temperature of 
less than 26 ºC (78.8 ˚F), would likely provide an adequate water temperature regime for juvenile 
steelhead in the summer and fall period for San Lorenzo tributaries and the middle mainstem San 
Lorenzo system, upstream of the Zayante Creek confluence. In addition, the lower mainstem River 
below Zayante Creek confluence and the San Lorenzo Lagoon/Estuary may have an appropriate 7-day 
rolling average greater than 20˚C because of higher food abundance. This judgment was based on 1) 
conclusions drawn by Kubicek and Price (1976) for rainbow trout in Big Sulphur Creek, 2) guidelines 
proposed by SYRTAC (2000), 3) laboratory findings on steelhead temperature lethality by Charlon 
(1970), Alabaster (1962) and McAfee (1966) , 4) findings by Farrel et al. (2015) regarding peak 
aerobic capacity at warm temperatures, and 5) our data on juvenile steelhead growth rates and water 
temperature tolerances in Central Coast streams.  
 
Using our temperature criteria for steelhead alone, the temperature rating for Soquel Creek would be 
“Good,” based on our data collected in 2005 and 2014 (Alley 2015c). Using our temperature criteria 
for steelhead with coho salmon present, the rating would be “Fair,” based on 2001 data. This “fair” 
rating is what the Cap Viability Results Table appropriately rated temperature. If the <16°C MWMT 
(instead of our <18°C MWMT) was actually used for coho salmon, then the rating should have been 
“Poor.” 
 
Juvenile Densities 
The density criteria for rating summer rearing juveniles are inappropriately simplistic for steelhead in 
the San Lorenzo drainage and unfounded in reality. The criteria are based on the assumption that 
approximately 1 fish per square meter is a reasonable benchmark for fully occupied, good habitat. The 
simplifying concept of assigning one density metric to a saturated habitat implies that habitat is fairly 
homogeneous throughout each habitat, throughout a watershed and between watersheds.  This is not 
the case. Although salmonids spread out more to occupy riffles and runs in larger rivers, this does not 
occur so much in small, Central Coast stream settings, where juvenile steelhead congregate around and 
under escape cover. In warmer, larger stream settings along the Central Coast, juvenile steelhead 
congregate in fastwater habitat, and most pool habitat is unused except at the head and tail. The San 
Lorenzo drainage has multiple tributaries with varying baseflows, geomorphology, gradient and escape 
cover. Juvenile steelhead density may vary 5 to 10-fold between sampling sites (Alley 2015). It is 
evident that juvenile densities are dependent on a host of factors, including dispersal of YOY after 
emergence from redds in the vicinity, the amount of overwintering cover for yearlings in the vicinity, 
baseflow, tree canopy (related to food abundance), water depth, the amount of escape cover and the 
pool/riffle ratio (related to food abundance).  
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Furthermore, the metric used for juvenile density criteria in the draft Recovery Plan does not 
distinguish between sizes of juveniles. The metric places the same value on small YOY, larger YOY 
and larger yearlings. Total density is a misleading metric.  We have learned from scale analysis of 
returning adult steelhead (J. Smith, unpublished data) that larger juveniles captured in the fall 
(consisting of fast-growing YOY and yearlings) are much more valuable to the population compared to 
small YOY because they are more likely to soon smolt and produce more adult returns than small 
YOY. Shapovalov and Taft (1954) and Hayes et al. (2008) noted that larger smolts had a higher 
survival rate to adulthood than smaller ones. The metric for juvenile density should be based on 
density of juveniles => 75 mm SL in the fall and not total juvenile density. I have not attempted to 
develop rating criteria for juvenile steelhead densities. Smith (1982) evaluated steelhead habitat 
according to density of these larger juveniles, however. This rating scale is more appropriate for the 
San Lorenzo juvenile steelhead population than the one used in the draft Plan. It is provided in the 
following table from Alley (2015). 
 
Table 41.  Rating of Steelhead Rearing Habitat For Small, Central Coastal Streams.*   
(From Smith 1982.) 
 
Very Poor - less than 2 smolt-sized** fish per 100 feet of stream. 
 
Poor*** - from 2 to 4       "           "            " 
 
Below Average - 4 to 8      "           "            " 
 
Fair - 8 to 16              "           "            " 
 
Good - 16 to 32             "           "            " 
 
Very Good - 32 to 64        "           "            " 
 
Excellent - 64 or more      "           "            "      
 
*   Drainages sampled included the Pajaro, Soquel and San Lorenzo systems, as well as other            
     smaller Santa Cruz County coastal streams.  Nine drainages were sampled at over 106 sites. 
** Smolt-sized fish were at least 3 inches (75 mm) Standard Length at fall sampling and would    
     be large enough to smolt the following spring. 
***The average standard length for smolt-sized fish was calculated for each site. If the average was           
       less than 89 mm SL, then the density rating according to density alone was reduced one level. If  
      the average was more than 102 mm SL, then the rating was increased one level. 
 
In the San Lorenzo drainage, average site densities of these larger juveniles ranged between 4 and 44 
juveniles =>75 mm SL/ 100 ft at different mainstem sites for a 17-year sampling period (annually 
discontinuous at some sites) (Alley 2015). Average site densities for larger juveniles ranged between 2 
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and 14 juveniles =>75 mm SL/ 100 ft at different tributary sites for the same period (annually 
discontinuous at some sites). A table of sampling site ratings in the San Lorenzo system in 2006-2014, 
based on potential soon-to-smolt-sized steelhead densities and sizes is listed in the table below from 
Alley (2015). 
 
Table 43. Summary of Sampling Site Ratings in 4 Santa Cruz Mountain Watersheds in 2006−2014, based 
on Potential Soon-to-Smolt-Sized Steelhead Densities and Sizes.  
Year Very Poor Poor Below Average Fair Good Very Good 
2006 (n=34) 1 6 5 11 10 1 
2007 (n=37) 5 2 12 12 6 0 
2008 (n=36) 6 6 9 10 6 0 
2009 (n=37) 3 4 11 13 6 1 
2010 (n=39) 0 1 9 16 12 1 
2011 (n=37) 1 2 7 18 8 1 
2012 (n=38) 3 1 6 9 17 3 
2013 (n=38) 6 6 10 9 7 1 
2014 (n=39) 8 10 13 8 2 0 
 
Summary of Sampling Site Ratings in San Lorenzo River Watershed  in 2006−2014, based on Potential 
Soon-to-Smolt-Sized Steelhead Densities and Sizes.  
Year Very Poor Poor Below Average Fair Good Very Good 
2006 (n=16) 1 2 2 6 5 0 
2007 (n=17) 5 1 5 5 1 0 
2008 (n=18) 3 2 6 5 2 0 
2009 (n=18) 3 2 6 4 2 1 
2010 (n=19) 0 1 5 8 4 1 
2011 (n=19) 1 2 4 7 5 0 
2012 (n=22) 3 2 3 4 8 2 
2013 (n=23) 3 4 6 6 3 1 
2014 (n=25) 6 7 6 3 3 0 
 
 
In wetter years, such as 2006, 2010 and 2011 (2012 had median baseflow), the majority of sites were 
rated “fair” to “very good.” In drier years, such as 2007−2009, 2013 and 2014, the majority of sites 
were rated “very poor” to “fair.” However, the range of densities was considerable between sites.  In 
drier years the majority of larger juveniles were yearlings, with much of the population consisting of 
small YOY. In wetter years with more food available, a higher proportion of larger juveniles were fast-
growing YOY. 
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B. Volume IV. Comments for Description of San Lorenzo River Steelhead Population  
 
After reviewing this well-written section, the following changes/additions are recommended: 
 
On page 1186 (Volume IV)  under Steelhead Abundance and Distribution, in the second sentence it 
should read middle and lower mainstem (Boulder Creek confluence to Paradise Park, with the Zayante 
confluence separating middle and lower) of the San Lorenzo River……… 
 
On page 1188, in the reference to Shapovalov and Taft (1954), Shapovalov is misspelled. 
 
On page 1192 it states that data on LWD quantity are lacking for the San Lorenzo watershed. The 
authors appear to be unaware of wood surveys performed in the last 6 years. 
 
On page 1193 it states that the County has essentially stopped removing LWD since 2009. This is 
untrue. Santa Cruz County Public Works continues to evaluate wood clusters and cut up LWD when it 
determines that LWD poses a danger to safety or infrastucture due to potential bank erosion. 
 
On page 1198, reference is made to the Newell Dam. It should be the Newell Creek Dam. 
 
On page 1198, California American Water Company (CalAm) should be deleted as a diverter because 
the San Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD) has taken over CalAm’s water diversion network. 
 
On page 1198, it states that Reaches 1 and 2 (in the Gorge and below Zayante Creek) are being 
impacted by the diversion at Felton. It should state that according to Alley’s reach designations: 
“mainstem Reaches 1−5 (from Paradise Park through the Gorge to near the Zayante Creek confluence) 
are impacted by the mainstem Felton diversion owned by the City of Santa Cruz.” 
 
On page 1199, first paragraph, we question the accuracy of the statement that the remaining available 
baseflows in Bean Creek now averages 2 cfs. A long segment of nearly 2 miles upstream of Ruins 
Gulch confluence commonly goes dry in summer except in wet years, resulting in substantial, annual 
juvenile steelhead mortality. The reach for at least a half mile downstream of Lockhart Gulch 
confluence commonly has a baseflow in the range of 0.5 to 1 cfs. It is only in lower Bean Creek nearer 
its mouth in the Mount Hermon reach that baseflow may reach 1.5 to 2 cfs in summer.  
 
On page 1199, second paragraph first sentence it states, “Of six rearing habitat variables identified by 
D.W. Alley and Associates et al. (2004) in the San Lorenzo River, streamflow rated as the primary or 
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secondary limiting factor for five of the six.” This sentence does not make sense. What are the “five of 
the six?” Please rewrite to indicate that Alley considers streamflow as the primary limiting factor, 
especially in the late spring and early summer, with high sediment content in many reaches as 
secondary. Juvenile steelhead growth rate throughout the watershed and YOY density in tributaries are 
positively correlated with streamflow amount (D.W. Alley & Associates et al. (2004)).  
 
On page 1200 in the first paragraph under Minimize Diversions and Diversion Effects, add the 
following sentences; “Water diversions reduce water velocity and insect drift for feeding salmonids, 
thus slowing their growth rate. The quantity of water in the wetted stream channel is also reduced, 
which increases diurnal temperature fluctuations and reduces available rearing habitat.” 
 
The last complete sentence on page 1200 should read, “Critical flow values would include minimum 
bypass flow requirements for upstream adult migration during winter and spring months, as well as 
rearing habitat conditions from late spring to fall.” 
 
On page 1201 after the partial sentence at the top of the page, add the following 2 paragraphs regarding 
details of fish passage and baseflow issues; 
 
“Diversions at the Felton Diversion dam should be scheduled to minimize impact on migrating 
salmonids through the San Lorenzo Gorge and the Rincon riffle. The most challenging passage 
locations should be hydraulically modeled for the first time to establish minimum bypass flows for fish 
passage. Manage operations at the Tait Street Diversion to maintain a minimum bypass into the Lower 
River and lagoon to insure both adult and smolt passage to and from the Bay. Modification of the 
major passage barrier that is the Branciforte flood control channel is critical to providing adequate 
adult steelhead access to that sub-watershed. Barker’s dam in the middle mainstem can be a significant 
passage impediment in drier years. Various remnant flashboard dams in lower Bear Creek and the 
upper mainstem (upstream of Boulder Creek confluence) become significant passage impediments 
when wood collects on them, and they should be removed. Plans should be developed to institute 
mandatory water conservation and water rationing in the event that minimum passage flows cannot be 
achieved for successful adult and smolt passage. Streamflow patterns should be monitored closely so 
as to predict the impending water shortage as quickly into the winter as possible so as to take water 
conservation measures as early as possible. The citizenry should be made aware of where their water 
comes from. The connection between water diversion and potential loss of fishery resources should be 
stressed in any water conservation program. 
 
Focus action to maintain and maximize baseflow and surface flow on Bean Creek between the Ruins 
Creek confluence and the upstream gradient change above the second Glenwood Road crossing 
upstream. This may require streamside residents to store winter rain and winter-pumped groundwater 
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into storage tanks. It may require increased aquifer recharge by the city of Scotts Valley. Focus action 
to maintain and maximize summer baseflow in upper Branciforte Creek from the point of surface 
diversion near the Vine Hill Road junction with Mountain View Road. Investigate the legality of the 
diversion canal used for this diversion.” 
 
On page 1201, add the following sentence after the first sentence in the first full sentence,  
 
“Aquifer recharge possibilities with reclaimed water and/or excess stormflow into Scotts Valley 
quarries or any other feasible location should be of highest priority because the Santa Margarita aquifer 
is currently over-drafted.” 
 
On page 1201, add the following sentence to the first paragraph under the heading, “Improve Instream 
Habitat Quality and Quantity” 
 
“Projects to increase habitat complexity should focus on Zayante, Bean, lower Bear and Branciforte 
creeks, as well as on the middle mainstem River in locations where streamside residents are in low 
density. The primary enhancement should be additions of large instream wood. Artificially placed 
instream wood must be adequately secured to reduce liability. Projects that use fewer catcher/digger 
logs (either diagonally or vertically extending into the thalweg) per pool (low cost per pool that 
encourages future cluster building) should be funded instead of more expensive projects that use 
several logs engineered and cabled into a cluster in each pool (high cost per pool with immediate 
benefit that may be short-lived).” 
 
On page 1201, add the following sentence to the second paragraph under the heading, Improve 
Instream Habitat Quality and Quantity” 
 
“Instream wood is naturally recruited episodically during large stormflows, such as the one in January 
1982. After the next large stormflow, as much instream wood as possible needs to be retained in 
stream channels. The perceived need to cut up instream wood for flood control must be reduced. The 
Highway 1 bridge near River Street in Santa Cruz has piers in the stream channel which accumulate 
LWD and threaten this heavily used bridge during high flows. The Highway 1 bridge needs to be 
reconstructed as a freespan bridge to reduce this threat.” 
 
On page 1202, Boulder Creek should be removed as a high priority sedimentation stream. It is the 
tributary streams entering the mainstem from the east side of the watershed that are the main sediment 
contributors. Boulder Creek is a west side tributary. 
 
On page 1202, add the following 2 paragraphs after the first paragraph regarding sediment sources, 
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“Stabilize active landslides that are chronic sediment sources. Specific landsliding has been identified 
on Zayante, Bean, Lompico, Fall, Newell, Love, Malosky, Upper Bear, Two Bar and Logan (tributary 
to Kings) sub-watersheds (Alley et al. 2004). Educational and incentive programs regarding erosion 
control should all be assigned the highest priority. Conversion of land to vineyards can be a serious 
threat to salmonid recovery because of the potentially high stream sedimentation resulting from 
erosion resulting from poor farming practices. The County should discourage land conversion to 
vineyards on potentially unstable, steep slopes.” 
 
“It is essential to steelhead recovery that long term sustainable forestry practices are promoted to 
support steelhead habitats. Oversight and post-timber harvest monitoring by agencies should be 
increased to at least 5 years. Erosion control measures and road maintenance should be maintained 
during the entire period between re-entries. Roads that will no longer be used should be 
decommissioned. These measures should be done within recovery areas and upstream in headwater 
timberlands that may contribute sediment to recovery efforts downstream, not just in the core area. 
NOAA staff should be made available to conduct timber harvest plan reviews and post-timber harvest 
monitoring for proposed logging that may impact any core recovery area. This may include headwater 
areas outside recovery areas because potential erosion and sedimentation may result much further 
downstream than the actual logged area. More than encourage, THP reviewers should require that trees 
be retained on the axis of headwall swales. Logging should not be allowed to occur on unstable soils or 
active landslides. Roads should ideally be decommissioned if they are constructed on active slides or 
unstable soils. If access to timber protection zone (TPZ) lands (also called timber preserve lands in 
Santa Cruz County) requires such roads, they should be adequately stabilized. All trees in riparian 
areas within TPZ lands should be allowed to age, die and be recruited into streams naturally. No-
harvest/ no entry buffers should be instituted along all I, II and III stream channels in timber preserve 
lands, following federal guidelines. Timberland owners should be provided monetary incentives to 
leave large redwood behind to be naturally recruited by streams. Conservation easements should be 
purchased on actively harvested timberlands in critical areas of required wood recruitment along 
stream channels within or which flow into core recovery areas.” 
 
Add to page 1202 the following paragraph at the end of the 
 

C. Volume IV. Comments on Santa Cruz Mountains Diversity Stratum Results 
An overall concern we have for ratings of impairment in the tables is that the ratings pertain to average 
rainfall years and conditions. In my opinion, ratings should pertain to dry years because those are the 
years when impairment has the greatest impact, capable of weakening multiple juvenile age classes in 
the watershed and multiple returning adult year classes in the future. It is the dry years that most 
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challenge population sustainability, especially when they continue for 2 or more years in succession, 
which appears to be occurring with higher frequency.  
 
Page 37− Remove the word “minor” as the adjective for “minor logging” regarding primary land uses. 
It is misleading. Logging is an active land use although it was more active in the past (1990’s) than at 
present in the San Lorenzo drainage, and may return to that previous level at any time. 27% of the San 
Lorenzo River watershed is zoned timber preserve and may be logged in the future (Table 1). The 
adjective, “minor,” is inconsistent with the threat rating of “High” given in Table 5 from logging and 
wood harvesting in the San Lorenzo River watershed.  The adjective, “minor,” is inconsistent with the 
discussion of logging impacts on page 1195 where timber harvest was rated as one of the major 
sources of sediment contribution in the Zayante Area Sediment Source Study. All Santa Cruz 
Mountain watersheds still suffer from past logging with regard to lack of large conifers along stream 
sides, the shortage of large redwood and Douglas fir as instream wood and the previous heavy 
sedimentation resulting from clear cutting that continued into the 1970’s without recovery. 
 
Table 1. Timber Production Zoning in the San Lorenzo River watershed 

Acres in 
watershed 

Square miles in 
watershed 

Acres in TP 
zoning 

Square miles in 
TP zoning 

Percent of 
watershed in TP 

zoning 
87,006 136 23,783 37.16 27 

Source: San Lorenzo Valley Water District GIS Dept., 2010 
 
On page 37, attribute indicators are discussed. Attributes describe conditions within the watershed that 
are rated as to quality for various life stages. Yet, when discussing limiting factors on page 38, such as 
habitat complexity, sediment and water temperature, also included are low fish densities. Low fish 
densities result from limiting factors and are not limiting factors. Low fish densities are the effect of 
several causes and should not be listed as a cause. 
 
In Attribute Results, page 37, most populations and life stages in the Santa Cruz Mountains were rated 
good or better for indicators related to hydrology, landscape patterns and fish passage. This is 
misleading, since that is not the case for two larger watersheds in the stratum, namely the San Lorenzo 
and Soquel drainages. When the Plan makes general rating statements for the stratum based on number 
of populations without reference to size, then small rural watersheds are given as much weight as 
larger, more human-populated ones that are essential for steelhead recovery. This makes conditions in 
the stratum appear better than they are in the watersheds that have the potential to maintain 
independent steelhead populations. Adult fish passage due to passage impediments is poor to fair in the 
San Lorenzo drainage in dry years, in my opinion. Urbanization is a significant threat in the San 
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Lorenzo and Soquel drainages. These points should be stated after the blanket statement that these 
indicators are rated good or better for the stratum, overall. As stated earlier, adult fish passage through 
the San Lorenzo River Gorge, the middle and upper mainstem, Bear Creek and the Branciforte flood 
control channel is potentially difficult in dry years or after wetter years that have jammed woody debris 
on remnant flashboard dam abutments, though passage may be better in smaller watersheds in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains.  
 
For juvenile rearing, hydrology (baseflow) is perhaps the most important limiting factor throughout the 
Santa Cruz Mountains, greatly determining food abundance, growth rate of juveniles and YOY 
survival rate. The sentence in the first paragraph on page 37 should read, “Summer baseflow, 
estuary/lagoon quality and extent, habitat complexity, sediment (gravel embeddedness) and low 
densities of fish are of greatest concerns for summer rearing juveniles,…” Unimpaired baseflow in 
summer and fall before the rainy season begins is naturally suboptimal in nearly all Santa Cruz 
Mountain watersheds except in wet years, whether diversions, well pumping or impoundments are 
present or not. Refer below to the tables of measured baseflows in Central Coast streams (Alley 2015).  
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Table 5a. Fall STREAMFLOW (cubic feet/ sec) measured by flowmeter at SAN LORENZO sampling sites before 
fall storms (or in 2011 when summer baseflow had resumed after early storm) by D.W. ALLEY & Associates. 

Site # / 
Location 

 
1995 

 
1996 

 
1998 

 
1999 

 
2000 

 
2001 

 
2003 

 
2004 

 
2005 

 
2006 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

 
2013 

 
2014 

1- SLR/ 
Paradise Pk 

 
22.9 

 
25.5 

 
34.3 

 
26.2 

 
21.7 

 
19.6 

    
26.2 

 
18.7 

 
27.6 

 
17.2 

 
12.9 

 
8.0 

2- SLR/ 
Rincon 

    
24.0 

 
21.1 

 
17.2 

         

3-SLR Gorge 23.3 20.5              

4-SLR/Henry 
Cowell 

 
18.7 

  
32.7 

 
23.3 

 
21.8 

 
15.5 

    
24.1 

     

5- SLR/ 
Below Zay.  

   
31.9 

            

6- SLR/ 
Below Fall  

 
14.6 

  
23.4 

 
12.8 

 
11.6 

 
9.4 

 
10.6 

 
8.8 

 
18.9 

 
14.3 

     
3.7 

7- SLR/ Ben 
Lomond 

 
5.8 

    
5.4 

 
3.7 

 
5.4 

 
3.7 

 
8.1 

      

8- SLR/ 
Below Clear  

 
4.2 

  
10.3 

 
4.9 

 
4.2 

 
3.1 

 
4.2 

 
2.7 

 
7.1 

 
6.4 

 
4.0 

  
2.8 

 
1.7 

 
0.95 

9- SLR/ 
Below Bould.  

 
4.6 

  
7.2 

 
3.5 

  
3.0 

 
3.7 

 
2.1 

 
5.8 

      
0.80 

10- SLR/ 
Below Kings  

    
3.0 

 
1.1 

 
1.3 

 
0.6 

 
0.52 

 
1.4 

      

11- SLR/ 
Teihl Rd 

   
1.7 

 
0.8 

 
0.8 

 
0.4 

 
0.9 

 
0.63 

 
1.5 

  
0.94 

 
1.10 

 
0.40 

 
0.38 

 
0.13 

12a- 
SLR/Lower 
Waterman G  

   
1.0 

 
0.7 

          
0.33 

 
0.10 

13a/ Zayante 
below Bean  

   
8.5 

 
6.3 

 
5.2 

 
4.7 

 
5.4 

 
5.1 

 
7.4 

 
7.8* 

 
4.9 

 
7.2 

 
4.4 

 
3.9 

 
3.2 

13b/ Zayante 
above Bean  

   
3.9 

 
2.9 

 
2.8 

 
1.9 

 
2.1 

 
1.7 

 
3.2 

 
2.8 

     

14b/Bean bel 
Lockhart G 

 
1.5 

  
1.1 

 
1.1 

 
1.0 

 
1.1 

 
1.1 

 
0.77 

 
1.0 

 
1.1 

     

14c/Bean abv 
MacKenzie 

           
0.03 

 
0.11 

 
Dry 

 
Dry 

 
Dry 

15/ Fall  2.0  3.4 2.2 1.7 1.7         1.0 
(Balance) 

16/ Newell  1.6    0.51      1.2 0.92 0.78 0.78 0.08 

17a/ Boulder 2.0  2.2  1.1 1.0 1.25 0.9 1.6 1.7 1.6 2.2 1.1 1.1 0.76 
(Balance) 

18a/ Bear     0.45 0.61 0.34 0.6 0.51 0.90 1.1 0.68 1.3 0.23 0.16 0.03 

19a/ Lower 
Kings  

   
1.1 

 
0.11 

 
0.17 

 
0.02 

         

20a/ Lower 
Carbonera  

 
0.33 

 
0.36 

             

21a-2/ 
Branciforte  

   
0.80 

        
0.44 

 
0.81 

 
0.32 

 
0.29 

 

*Streamflow in lower Zayante Creek done 3 weeks earlier in 2006 than usual and before other locations. 
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Table 5b. Fall/Late Summer STREAMFLOW (cubic feet/ sec) Measured by Santa Cruz County Staff in 
2006−2014 and from Stream Gages; Measurements by D.W. ALLEY & Associates;  2010 (September),  
2011−2014 (October) at fall baseflow conditions, County Staff  (Date specified). 

Location 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
SLR at Santa Cruz 
Gage 

13 
(25 
Oct) 

14 
(30 
Oct) 

0.6 
(4 Sep) 

0.3 
(3 Sep) 

0.6 
(3 Sep) 

5.5 
(2 Oct) 

12 
(23 Sep) 

5.2 
(19 Oct) 

5.6 (23 Oct) 
9.1 (27 Oct) 
3.2 (7 Jan 14 

0.6−7.1 
(17 Oct) 

1.2  
(19 Oct) 

SLR at Sycamore 
Grove 

 34.8  14.6 14.2 − 18.7  
Paradise P. 

(DWA) 

27.6  
Paradise P. 

(DWA) 

17.2  
Paradise P. 

(DWA) 

12.9 Paradise 
P. (DWA) 

8.0 Paradise 
P. (DWA) 

SLR at Big Trees 
Gage 

22 
(25 
Oct) 

21  
(30 
Oct) 

11  
(4 Sep) 

11  
(3 Sep) 

12  
(3 Sep) 

11  
(11 Oct)  

15  
(2 Oct) 

22  
(23 Sep)  

 

15  
(9 Oct); 

16  
(19 Oct) 

11.0 
(27 Oct) 

7.8 
(17 Oct) 

SLR above Love Cr  13.14   5.4 
After* 

3.8 − 6.7 (9/7)   4.68 (8/14)  

SLR below Boulder 
Cr 

 7.49 2.9 After 3.1 − 5.9 (9/7)   1.75 (8/15) 0.80 (DWA) 

SLR @ Two Bar 
Cr 

 1.8 0.78 0.39 − 2.0 (8/4) 2.4 (8/16) 1.46 (8/1) 0.32 (10/10) 0.11(8/6) 

SLR @ Teihl Rd      0.97 (DWA) 1.1 (DWA) 0.40 (DWA) 0.38 (DWA) 0.13 (DWA) 
Zayante  Cr @ 
SLR 

 6.5 3.80 − − 4.9 Below Bean 
(DWA) 

7.2 Below Bean 
(DWA); 9.1 

(8/3) 

4.4 Below 
Bean (DWA); 

5.1 (9/16) 

3.9 Below 
Bean (DWA) 
4.9 (10/10)  

3.2 Below 
Bean (DWA) 
3.1 (10/23) 

Zayante Cr below 
Lompico Cr 

 1.2 0.96 0.41 0.43 1.51 (8/24)   0.47 (8/15)  

Lompico Cr @ 
Carrol Ave 

      0.3 (8/10) 0.39 (6/13) 
0.26 (8/2) 

0.18 (6/13) 0.06 (8/20) 

Bean Cr  adjacent  
Mt. Hermon  

 2.6 1.9 2.1 2.2 3.1  
(9/2) 

3.5  
(8/25) 

 2.27  
(8/13) 

1.75 (10/23) 

Bean Cr Below 
Lockhart Gulch 

 1.4 0.72 0.79 0.89 0.68 (9/2)   0.83 
(8/13) 

0.56 
(10/16) 

Newell Cr @ 
Rancho Rio 

 1.2 1.2 1.1 − 1.17 (DWA) 0.92 (DWA);  
1.6 (8/17) 

0.78 (DWA); 
1.14 (11/4) 

0.78 (DWA) 
1.05 @ 

mouth (10/9)  

0.08 (DWA) 
0.23 (8/20) 

Boulder Cr @ SLR  2.19 0.84 1.0 0.97 1.6 (DWA) 2.2 (DWA); 2.6 
(8/17) 

1.3 (DWA) 1.1 (DWA) 
0.81 (10/10) 

0.76 (10/2) 
(Balance 

Hydrologics) 
0.55 (8/21) 

Bear Cr above 
Hopkins Gulch 

     0.68 (DWA) 1.3 (DWA) 0.23 (DWA) 0.16 (DWA) 
 

0.03 (DWA) 

Bear Cr @ SLR  1.9 0.37 0.27 − 1.6 (8/4) 2.0 (8/16) 0.69 (8/1) 0.19 (10/10) 0.12 (8/6) 
Branciforte @ 
Isabel Lane 

   0.3 0.25 0.42 (8/26)  0.57 (8/22) 0.59 (6/20) 0.31 (8/7) 

Soquel Cr above 
Lagoon 

     2.3(DWA) 4.9 (DWA) 1.8 (DWA) 0.33 (DWA) 0.19 (DWA) 
(Walnut St.) 

Soquel Cr @ USGS 
Gage 

5.0**  6.6**   1.4**   0.65** 1.2** 3.4** 5.8** 1.8** 0.36** 
 

0.35** 

Soquel Cr @ Bates 
Cr 

 5.73 - 1.08  4.2  
(9/1) 

7.3  
(8/31) 

2.0  
(9/19) 

0.95  
(9/11) 

0.22 
(9/17) 

Soquel Cr above 
Moores Gulch 

     2.16  
(DWA) 

4.3  
(DWA) 

2.0  
(DWA) 

1.26 (DWA) 0.72 (7/16) 
0.80 (DWA) 
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Location 
 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

W. Branch Soquel  
Cr @ Old S.J. 
Road Olive Springs 
Bridge 
 
 

 2.2 
 

1.75 
After 

− − 1.2  
@ Mouth  
(DWA) 

 

2.2  
@ Mouth 
(DWA); 

3.0 (8/31) 

1.1 
 @ Mouth 

(DWA); 1.21 
(9/05) 

0.91  
@ Mouth 
(DWA) 

1.73 (5/14) 

0.80 (9/16) 
0.74  

@ Mouth 
(DWA) 

W. Branch Soquel 
Cr above Hester 
Creek (SCWD 
Weir/ Kraeger-
prelim.)  

 1.5 
(15 
Sep) 

1.0 
(15 Sep) 

− − − − − −  

E. Branch Soquel  
Cr @ 152 Olive 
Springs Rd. 

 - 1.0 After − − 0.77  
@ Mouth  
(DWA) 

 

2.1  
@ Mouth 
(DWA); 

 2.7 (8/31) 

0.54  
@ Mouth 

(DWA); 0.43 
(9/05) 

0.16  
@ Mouth 
(DWA) 

2.0 (5/14) 

0.0 (7/16) 
Trickle 

@ Mouth; 
Dry above 

(DWA) 
E. Branch Soquel 
Cr below Amaya 
and above Olive 
Springs Quarry 
(SCWD Weir/ 
Kraeger- prelim.) 

 1.5 
(15 
Sep) 

0.43 
(15 Sep) 

− − − −    
 

E. Branch Soquel 
Cr above Amaya 
Creek 

    Trickle 
(DWA) 

0.44  
(DWA) 

  0.03 (DWA) Dry (DWA) 

Aptos Cr below 
Valencia Cr 

 2.5 1.2 After 0.77 0.53 0.85 (9/1)  0.87  
(DWA); 

1.10 (9/05) 

0.75 (DWA) 
0.84 (9/11) 

(Valencia Cr. 
dry) 

0.47 (9/16) 

Aptos Cr above 
Valencia Cr 

     0.97  
(DWA) 

1.6  
(DWA) 

  0.63 (DWA) 

Valencia Cr @ 
Aptos Cr 

   0.007 0.34 
(May) 

0.09  
Adj. School 

(DWA) 

0.8  
Adj. School 

(7/27) 

0.20  
(9/05) 

0.105 (9/11)  

Valencia Cr  below 
Valencia Rd  

     0.22 (DWA)     

Corralitos Cr 
below Browns 
Valley Road Bridge 

 15.9 
(May) 

0.49 
(May) 

dry 1.71 
(May) 

0.47  
(9/2) 

0.2  
(9/8) 

 0.10 (9/5) 
Below 

Browns Cr. 

0.51 (9/11) 
Below 

Browns Cr. 
Corralitos Cr 
above Los Cosinos 
Road Br 

     2.0 (DWA) 2.6 (DWA) 2.0 (DWA) 1.54 (DWA) 1.29 (DWA) 

Corralitos Cr @ 
Rider Cr 

 3.35 2.5 After 1.44 − 2.4  
(9/2) 

 1.73  
(9/13) 

1.12  
(9/5) 

1.24 
(9/11) 

Corralitos above 
Eureka Gulch 

     0.63  
(DWA) 

0.71  
(DWA) 

0.23  
(DWA) 

0.16 (DWA) 0.07 (DWA) 

Browns above 
diversion dam 

 0.96 0.30 
After 

0.32 − 0.41  
(DWA) 

0.79  
(DWA); 0.5 

(9/8) 

0.30  
(DWA); 

0.14 (9/13) 

0.10 (DWA) 
0.21 (9/5) 

0.33 (DWA) 
0.21 (9/11) 

                            *   After 2 early October storms that increased baseflow. 
                            ** Estimated from USGS Hydrographs for September 1. 
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So, additional reduction in baseflow from human use represents impairment. Yet baseflow is not 
mentioned as an important limiting factor on page 38. It should be.  In the San Lorenzo drainage, 
juvenile steelhead experience optimal streamflow for growth only in spring and early summer in most 
years and grow little during the remainder of the dry season. The exception is in the lower mainstem 
below the Zayante Creek confluence and in the lagoon where food is sufficiently abundant in most 
years to allow growth to continue through the dry season. The city of Santa Cruz diverts a significant 
portion of surface flows from north coast streams (Liddell, Laguna, Majors) and the lower San 
Lorenzo (Tait Street). The San Lorenzo Valley Water District diverts a significant portion of surface 
flow from Fall Creek and has other surface diversions in the Boulder Creek sub-watershed, as well as 
wells along Zayante Creek. The city of Scotts Valley has wells adjacent to Bean and Carbonera Creek. 
The Soquel Creek Water District has wells in the Soquel Creek and Aptos Creek watersheds. 
Hydrology should be rated poor to fair throughout the stratum with regard to juvenile rearing. 
 
Water temperature was included as an impaired attribute (assumed higher than what would be suitable) 
for steelhead where coho salmon may overlap in distribution. It should be pointed out that the 
impairment is warranted for coho only and not steelhead, for which temperature is not impaired 
throughout the Santa Cruz Mountains except during severe drought in the lower and middle mainstem 
of the San Lorenzo drainage and regularly in certain lagoons, such as in Pescadero, San Lorenzo and 
Aptos estuaries/lagoons after artificial breaching. Northern California temperature criteria used in the 
draft Plan are inappropriate for Central Coast steelhead populations. As stated earlier, juvenile 
steelhead grow faster in warmer, downstream portions of the San Lorenzo and Soquel watersheds than 
cooler upper reaches. The temperature criteria for coho should be consistent with findings on the 
Mattole River (Welsh et al. 2001) (MWMT of 18°C being the relevant metric) instead of MWMT of 
16°C, as is used in the Plan. Water temperature does not reach lethal levels for steelhead or coho 
salmon and does not restrict distribution of steelhead except possibly in artificially breached 
lagoons/estuaries, which leads to a hot, stagnant, saline layer along the bottom and stratification of 
water temperature and oxygen concentration where the only habitable portion of the water column is 
near the surface.  Except for impaired lagoons that are artificially breached, the water quality parameter 
of water temperature is not a significantly impaired attribute for any life stage.  

D. Review of Tables 3 and 4 of DPS CAP Viability Results 
The ratings in Table 3 appear to lump all types of water years into one rating, which is not detailed 
enough. I recommend that impairment be rated according to level of impacts during dry years. The 
sustainability of the steelhead population depends on success in dry years and extended drought and 
not just average and wet years. The likelihood of extended drought may increase with climate change.   
 
In Table 3 (CCC steelhead DPS CAP Viability Summary by Attribute, page 48), the San Lorenzo 
River lagoon/estuary was rated “fair” for summer rearing juveniles. The San Lorenzo estuary/lagoon 
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should be rated “poor” due to lack of freshwater conversion and stratification of water temperature and 
oxygen in summer due to artificial breaching of the rivermouth and large freshwater water diversion 
rates upstream of the estuary/lagoon that prevent adequate freshwater inflow.  
 
In Table 3, for smolts the attribute hydrology is rated “fair” for the San Lorenzo, with regard to 
number, condition and/or magnitude of diversions. The “fair” rating appears appropriate for the San 
Lorenzo at this point. The sandbar at the San Lorenzo rivermouth may close prior to completion of 
smolt outmigration in drier years when inflow to the estuary is low due to water diversion at Tait 
Street. During the late 1980’s the San Lorenzo went subsurface below the Tait Street diversion during 
the smolt migration. Further research should be done to determine the minimum estuary inflow that is 
necessary to keep the San Lorenzo rivermouth open during smolt outmigration.  
 
In Table 3, hydrology is rated “good” and “very good” for the San Lorenzo, with regard to adult 
passage flows. In our judgment, conditions in dry years, especially drought, should be those in which 
the rating is determined. Drier years are when human water use causes greatest impairment. We 
recommend that the hydrology rating be reduced to “fair” for the San Lorenzo drainage with regard to 
adult passage flows. During dry years, the city of Santa Cruz mainstem water diversions at Tait Street 
and Felton are potentially sufficiently high to impair adult fish passage at the beach and through the 
lower San Lorenzo mainstem, downstream of the Zayante Creek confluence. The high gradient San 
Lorenzo Gorge has a wide, split channel in the Rincon reach and numerous boulder clusters (Four 
Rock) further upstream that become migrational delay bottlenecks at flows less than approximately 
100 cfs, which is greater than the 20 cfs, which is the minimum bypass requirement at the Felton 
Diversion.  
 
Water quality in Table 3 is rated “fair” for the San Lorenzo with regard to toxicity. How is toxicity 
defined? Does this mean there is a high risk for toxic spills from road traffic or streamside 
construction? I am unaware of toxicity problems in the San Lorenzo drainage. 
 
Attribute landscape pattern ratings related to the indicator timber harvest in Tables 3 and 4 in the San 
Lorenzo watershed (target watershed processes and attribute landscape patterns) are too high with 
regard to attribute quality. The ratings of “very good” in tables 3 and 4 for the San Lorenzo are 
inconsistent with the threat rating of  “high”  attributed to timber harvest as a threat in Table 5 (page 
60). Attribute rating should be rated “poor” instead of “very good”.  As stated earlier, the metric used 
for measuring impairment (percent of the watershed actively under THP management in the last 10 
years) is flawed. A small total area of the watershed (6% reported for the San Lorenzo) being logged 
may contribute very significant sedimentation during high stormflow events that impacts all stream 
channels downstream of the logging operation. Loss of large trees along stream channels in logged 
areas negatively impacts the density of large instream wood in all of the stream channels downstream. 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

34344



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 32 
January 2016 
 
 

Logging was more active in the 1990’s than in the last 10 years (double what it is now) and may 
increase in the future (Appendix A). 27% of the San Lorenzo River watershed is zoned Timber 
Preserve land and may be logged. During wet winters, logging roads fail, gullies form in skid trails, 
and culverts plug up without routine maintenance. (Appendix B). Unstable slopes are logged, with 
roads traversing unstable areas prone to landslides during large storm events. These lead to 
sedimentation of streams (Appendix C).  
 
In Table 4 (CCC steelhead DPS CAP Viability Summary by Conservation Target, page 49) for 
summer rearing juveniles in the Estuary/lagoon, it should be rated “poor” for the San Lorenzo because 
of artificial sandbar breaches that allow saltwater to periodically enter with insufficient freshwater 
inflow to prevent stratification of water temperature and oxygen.  
 
In Table 4 for summer rearing juveniles regarding hydrology, what is the difference between baseflow 
and instantaneous condition? What is instantaneous condition? Why would the ratings differ? 
 
In Table 4 for summer rearing juveniles regarding water quality as turbidity, there is no turbidity 
problem that I know of in the summer, except during severe drought in the lower mainstem. It should 
be rated “good” for the San Lorenzo instead of “poor,” as occurs in the table. 
 
Table 4 rates the San Lorenzo “fair” with regard to juvenile steelhead densities. Since juvenile 
densities are greatly reduced since the late 1990’s at lower and middle mainstem sites and densities of 
larger juveniles has trended downward during the last series of dry years (most sites rated as poor and 
below average by the Smith (1982) scale, we recommend ratings for summer rearing juveniles to be 
“poor” in the San Lorenzo drainage.   
 
Review of San Lorenzo CAP Viability Results Table (beginning on page 1209 of Volume IV) 
Adults-Condition-Hydrology-Passage Flows- Current rating should be “fair” instead of “Good.” 
 
Adults-Condition-Passage/Migration-Physical barriers- Current rating should be “fair” instead of 
“Good.” 
 
Summer Rearing Juveniles-Condition-Estuary/lagoon-Quality & Extent- Current rating should be 
“poor” instead of “fair.” 
 
Summer Rearing Juveniles-Condition-Water Quality-Temperature- Current rating should be “good” 
(using 7-day rolling average in summer of 20° C or less). The criteria used in the recovery plan are for 
northern California and inappropriate for Central Coast steelhead. 
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Summer Rearing Juveniles-Condition-Water Quality-Turbidity- Current rating should be “good” 
instead of “poor.” 
 
Summer Rearing Juveniles-Size-Viability- The underlying assumption about density of juveniles 
saturating good habitat is without basis in reality, and the metric does not distinguish between small 
YOY and larger YOY and yearlings =>75 mm SL in the fall. No details were provided on how they 
determined the density of juveniles in the San Lorenzo from existing data.  We recommend using 
Smith’s (1982) criteria. If there are to be only 4 categories, then the recommended rating would be 
“poor” in dry years and “fair” in average and higher baseflow years. 
 
Watershed Processes- Landscape context-Hydrology-Impervious Surfaces- Should be rated “fair” 
instead of “good” because the metric in the recovery plan is too simplistic, and more than 10% of the 
watershed is impaired from the impacts of increased runoff from urbanized Scotts Valley, Boulder 
Creek, Ben Lomond, Felton and Santa Cruz. Impervious surfaces are correlated with urbanization. It is 
inconsistent to rate impervious surfaces as “good” in the watershed when urbanization is rated “poor” 
in the same table. 
 
Watershed Processes- Landscape context-Landscape patterns-Timber Harvest- Should be rated “poor” 
because the metric is flawed and should be the percent of the channel miles impacted by increased 
sedimentation and loss of instream wood as a result of logging at the rate prior to the economic 
downturn. If surface area of timber harvest is to be used, it should be the accumulated area harvested in 
the last 30 years. Each time an area is re-entered for logging, it should be added to the total. 

E. Review of Steelhead Historical Intrinsic Potential 
The map of steelhead distribution and intrinsic potential on page 1208 overestimates the extent of 
steelhead distribution and intrinsic potential. After reviewing this map and associated IP values 
assigned to various stream reaches the following changes are recommended: 
 
1. Field data should be collected and stream gage data should be used to verify the accuracy of 
inputs for model variables in the IP model (channel confinement, mean annual discharge and 
channel gradient) before steelhead  recovery targets are finalized. If this cannot be done, the IP 
values should be changed as recommended below. The following recommendations are based on 
personal observations of channel geomorphology and passage impediments, and baseflows measured 
by fisheries biologist, Donald Alley, over the past 33 years.  
 
 a). To prevent misguided recovery efforts and an error in the adult steelhead recovery target 
population size, the historic IP should be reduced in tributary reaches, including Carbonera, Glenwood 
Canyon, Granite, Crystal, Love, Eagle, Fall, Lockhart Gulch, Boulder, Kings, creeks, Gold Gulch and 
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the upper mainstem San Lorenzo above Boulder Creek confluence where the IP model provides 
unrealistically high ratings. (See specific recommendations below.) Estimates of channel confinement 
were probably imprecise for these small watercourses and estimates of channel gradient were likely 
either improperly made or improperly applied, and because the mean annual discharge was 
inaccurately determined or inadequately portrayed the summer baseflow.  
 
 b). Increase the historic IP in the mainstem San Lorenzo up to the Boulder Creek confluence.  
 
 c). The model used to calculate historical steelhead intrinsic potential (IP) was based on only 
three variables that were estimated without field data collection and required no familiarity with the 
watershed (Burnett, et al., 2003). It is a model that provides predictions based on present day channel 
confinement, channel gradient and mean annual discharge, combined with suitability curves generated 
from empirical data collected on present day steelhead distributions in northern Oregon watersheds. 
Estimates of mean annual discharge in the San Lorenzo were not generated from actual streamflow, 
but instead from a ratio of surface area to mean annual precipitation. No measured streamflows were 
utilized. Differences in soil types and geology were not considered. The estimate of channel 
confinement was not based on field measurements, but instead came from valley widths generated by a 
digital elevation model that provided elevations at 10 m intervals combined with estimates of active 
channel width based on mean annual discharge (which assumes similar geology throughout the 
watershed).  
 
2. Average summer baseflow should be used as a metric instead of estimated mean annual 
discharge. High historical IP values are assigned to very small channels that provide little habitat. 
Based on steelhead densities measured by myself, I find that smaller tributaries with naturally very low 
baseflows have lower steelhead densities and likely had low historic intrinsic potential for steelhead.  
 
3. Stream gradients should actually be measured in the watershed.   I have observed consistently 
poor pool development and passage impediments in higher gradient tributaries, indicating low 
historical steelhead IP. 
 
4. Knowledge of total and partial natural passage impediments should be incorporated in 
assigning and mapping historical IP. Estimates of IP are inaccurately high in most tributaries 
because complete spawning access was assumed when impediments exist to steelhead anadromy. IP 
values should be reduced in tributaries having partial or total natural barriers that would have impeded 
adult access in drier years. These tributaries include Bull, Bennett and Shingle Mill, Zayante, Lompico, 
Love, Fritch, Newell, Boulder, Jamison, and Kings creeks and the upper San Lorenzo. (See specific 
recommendations below.) 
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5. Increase the historical IP rating to “high” throughout for the mainstem River from the 
rivermouth to the Boulder Creek confluence.  
This reach likely had favorable rearing habitat qualities for steelhead with stretches of reduced 
confinement and productive fastwater habitat in riffles, runs and heads of deep pools, and abundant 
instream wood. In addition, the reach has hydraulically optimal spawning glides that likely had high 
quality spawning gravel before substrate degradation documented by CDFG in the 1970’s.  
 
6. Decrease the historical IP rating to “low” on the mainstem River upstream from a point 2.8 
miles upstream from San Lorenzo Park (3.3 miles upstream of the Kings Creek confluence), 
which is the beginning of Reach 12 in steelhead monitoring (Alley 2000). The gradient and channel 
confinement increase above that point and passage impediments due to debris jams in a steep-walled 
canyon were likely high. Anadromy should end at the point where Castle Rock State Park is labeled. 
There are no tributaries upstream of Kings Creek on the mainstem that likely provided any 
steelhead habitat except for the one from the west, downstream of San Lorenzo Park. This 
tributary should be assigned a low IP rating due to its very small size and limited streamflow. 
 
7. The Branciforte tributaries- Glen Canyon Creek, Granite Creek, Crystal Creek, and any 
stream reach upstream of Tie Gulch on Branciforte Creek should be assigned a low historical IP 
because of high channel confinement, higher gradient and very low summer baseflow. Glen Canyon 
Creek has an estimated gradient of 2% for the first 1.1 miles that increases rapidly above, based on 
map contour intervals. Granite Creek has an estimated gradient of 3% for the first 0.7 miles that 
increases rapidly above. Crystal Creek has an estimated gradient of 2.6% for the first 0.8 miles that 
increases rapidly above and is shown as ephemeral. Tie Gulch is shown as ephemeral. Streamflow was 
likely very minimal in Branciforte Creek, historically, upstream of Tie Gulch. 
 
8. Carbonera Creek should have an IP rating of “medium” for the first 0.5 miles where the 
gradient is less and stretches of less confinement exist but summer baseflow was likely low, 
historically. The reach from CM 0.5 to impassable Moose Lodge Falls at CM 4.2 should be given 
a “low” IP rating because 1) the channel becomes very confined in a deep canyon, gradient increases, 
2) pool development is poor, 3) three low flow passage impediments begin at CM 2.0 that may impede 
adult passage in drier years and 4) summer baseflow was likely low, historically. 
 
9. Gold Gulch should be assigned a “low” historical IP rating because of its small channel size, 
high confinement, sporadically high gradient, very low summer baseflow and poor pool development. 
Gold Gulch has an estimated stream gradient of 2.6% for the first 0.9 miles that increases rapidly 
above, based on map contour intervals. 
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10. The map shows steelhead habitat in an unnamed tributary to the San Lorenzo from the west, 
downstream of Gold Gulch that should have no historical IP. It does not appear on the USGS map. 
However, there is a very tiny, confined and ephemeral stream in the vicinity that rapidly increases 
gradient. If that is the one described as an unnamed tributary, it should be removed from potential 
steelhead habitat.  
 
11. Powder Mill and Eagle Creek should be assigned a “low” IP because of their small size and 
low baseflow.  
 
12. The Felton tributaries to the mainstem from the west− Bull, Bennett and Shingle Mill creeks 
should be excluded from steelhead habitat, because all but Bull were historically inaccessible to 
salmonids, and now Bull is inaccessible due to a 600-foot underground culvert at its mouth. If Newell 
Creek above the dam is excluded, then Bull Creek should also be. 
 
13. On Zayante Creek, two tributaries from the north below Lompico Creek should be excluded 
from historical steelhead habitat due to their historic spawning inaccessibility, steep drops into 
Zayante Creek, and their likely historically ephemeral natures. The tributary from the north between 
the Lompico and Mt. Charlie Gulch confluences should be removed due to its high gradient and 
ephemeral nature.  
 
14. Zayante Creek from its mouth to Lompico Creek should have a high historical IP rating due 
to relatively high present-day juvenile steelhead densities, relatively high summer baseflow, good 
spawning access, good pool development and periodic sunny stretches that are very productive with 
relatively high YOY growth rates and densities. 
 
15. Zayante Creek between Lompico Creek confluence and Mt. Charlie Gulch confluence should 
be given a medium historical IP rating because of the partial passage impediments at Quail Hollow 
Falls (now laddered) and a wide bedrock chute downstream of the Lompico Creek confluence (now a 
narrow slot jack-hammered into it). Mt. Charlie Gulch and Zayante Creek above its confluence 
should continue with “medium” IP values throughout because baseflow is often very low and 
intermittent at times (1981) above the confluence, though good pool development exists.  Where 
Zayante Creek branches at a point upstream of Mt. Charlie Gulch confluence, the IP rating should be 
“low” because of increased gradient and very low summer baseflow. 
 
16. Exclude Lompico Creek from historical steelhead habitat. Steelhead inhabit the creek in most 
years only because of a well-maintained fish ladder. A natural bedrock falls exists near its mouth (now 
laddered), combined with a bedrock segment immediately above the falls, containing other drops 
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without approach pools, that would have made Lompico Creek historically unavailable to steelhead 
except in the rarest of high stormflow conditions.  
 
17. Regarding tributaries to Bean Creek, exclude the tributary from the south, below the 
Lockhart Gulch confluence from historical steelhead habitat because of its impassable high 
gradient and sometimes ephemeral nature.  
 
18. In Lockhart Gulch, the historical IP rating should be “low” because of the small, confined 
nature of the stream channel, the bedrock chute within 1/2-mile of its mouth that is only sometimes 
passable to adult salmonids and because of the Gulch’s very low summer baseflow.  
 
19. Ruins and Mackenzie creeks, small tributaries to Bean Creek, should be removed from 
historical habitat because of the tiny, confined, intermittent summer baseflow of the creeks. In 
most years they are ephemeral. 
 
20. Exclude the reach above Love Creek Falls on Love Creek and all of Fritch Creek from 
historical steelhead habitat. Love Creek has a natural 12-15-foot vertical waterfall approximately 1/3 
mile from its mouth which would have made the reach above seldom historically accessible to 
steelhead. An additional bedrock chute and cascade exist downstream of the falls, which would be 
passable only at moderate stormflows (>500 cfs at Big Trees). This reach below Love Creek Falls 
should be rated “low” IP because of Love Creek’s high confinement, poor pool development through 
a bedrock-dominated reach with very low summer baseflow.  
 
21. In Newell Creek, the historical IP rating should be “medium” for the first mile and “low” 
above. Newell Creek historically had a low baseflow, offering limited rearing habitat. Spawning 
habitat was likely poor due to high sedimentation from sandy geological conditions.  One mile from 
the creek mouth there is a flat bedrock chute 50 feet wide and 6 feet high that was likely a substantial 
passage impediment for steelhead, historically. 
  
22. In Fall Creek, the historical IP rating should be “high” for the first 0.8 miles and “medium” 
for the next 0.8 miles. Above that it was likely inaccessible historically due to high gradient and 
should be given no historical IP. Steelhead are typically in high densities in Fall Creek with its good 
escape cover and high baseflow. But YOY grow slowly due to its heavily shaded condition, high 
gradient and limited potential for pool development. Fall Creek has an estimated stream gradient of 
3.3% for the first 0.7 miles and 6.1% for the next 0.6 miles, based on map contour intervals. It has less 
confinement than typical tributaries. It retains instream wood. It is low in the upper watershed above 
the San Lorenzo Gorge for good spawning access. The unnamed tributary that confluences with 
Fall Creek in the first 200 feet and empties out of the high school property should be given a 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

40350



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 38 
January 2016 
 
 

“low” historical IP because if its very small, sometimes ephemeral nature. It is shown as 
ephemeral on the USGS quad sheet. The tributary, Bennett Creek, from the south should be 
excluded from historical steelhead habitat because of high gradient, high confinement, typically 
inaccessible to adults due to a high gradient drop at its mouth, its very small size and its ephemeral 
nature in some years. Efforts at pool development and enhancement failed in Fall Creek in the past, 
and its high gradient allows wood clusters to create impediments that make adult salmonid access 
difficult in it upper reaches. 
 
23. Manson Creek should be assigned a “low” historical IP because of its very small size and low 
summer baseflow. 
 
24. Boulder Creek should be given “medium” historical IP value to the Peavine confluence, 
“medium” IP from Peavine to Jamison confluence and “low” above to Hare Creek. Boulder 
Creek is very highly confined (vertical canyon walls common), has almost exclusively bedrock pools 
with little fish cover and has high gradient. However, it has relatively high baseflow and significant 
escape cover under boulders to provide some juvenile rearing habitat in pools and step-runs. Boulder 
Creek has an estimated gradient of 2.4% for the first 2.8 miles to just past the Jamison Creek 
confluence, based on map contour intervals. Adult steelhead access becomes more limited above the 
Peavine confluence. Stream gradient flattens out in Boulder Creek and into Hare Creek above the 
Jamison Creek confluence. However, this reach has low adult passage access because of the numerous 
steep gradient riffles consisting of large cobbles and boulders that are shallow except at high 
stormflows. The residence time for large wood in Boulder Creek is short because it is easily washed 
out during winter stormflows. Habitat typing in a ½-mile segment of lower Boulder Creek in 2009 
indicated that wood provided no escape cover steelhead. Pools are formed primarily by bedrock. Pools 
lack complexity due to the natural shortage or instream wood, but unembedded boulders provide some 
cover. Winter refugia for juveniles from stormflows was likely extremely limited, historically, due to 
high channel confinement and lack of pool complexity.  

 
25. Jamison and Hare creeks, tributaries to Boulder Creek, should be given “low” historical IP 
value for several reasons. First, both tributaries were likely inaccessible to adult steelhead except 
during higher stormflows due to the numerous high gradient and shallow riffles of large boulders 
found downstream in Boulder Creek. Based on electrofishing data, the steelhead population appears to 
be mostly resident rainbows just downstream of the Jamison Creek confluence, indicating poor 
spawning access for steelhead. Secondly, Jamison Creek is highly confined and likely difficult to 
access for adult coho many years because of its high gradient boulder drops near its confluence with 
Boulder Creek. Jamison Creek has a gradient of 4.9% for the first 0.6 miles and higher gradient above, 
based on examination of map contour lines. Thirdly, both Jamison and Hare creeks historically had 
very low summer baseflows. 
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26. Exclude Foreman, Silver and Peavine creeks, all being tributary to Boulder Creek, from 
steelhead distribution due to historical inaccessibility caused by high gradient drops into Boulder 
Creek. 
 
27. In Bear Creek, the historical IP value should be rated “high” up to the Deer Creek 
confluence because the gradient is generally low; deep corner pools are present, even today, that 
would have collected considerable instream wood to provide excellent escape cover and juvenile 
rearing habitat; confinement is at most moderate in places. Assign “low” historical IP to Bear Creek 
beyond Deer Creek confluence and in Deer Creek, itself, due to heavy shade in a highly confined 
canyon, high potential for passage impediments resulting from increased gradient and 
confinement, very small channel size and very low summer baseflow.  Eliminate the three lower 
tributaries on Bear Creek from historical steelhead habitat due to their inaccessibility caused by 
high gradient at or very near confluences with Bear Creek and their ephemeral streamflow in many 
years.  
 
28. Two Bar Creek should be given the “low” IP value due to its small size, very low summer 
baseflow and likely sand-dominated streambed, historically. 
 
29. Kings Creek should be given the “low” historical IP value due to its typically low juvenile 
steelhead densities, small size, likely historically sand-dominated streambed and very low 
summer baseflow.  Logan Creek, tributary to Kings Creek, should be assigned “low” historical 
IP because of high confinement, very low summer baseflow, small channel size and very limited pool 
development. An impassable waterfall exists approximately ¾ mile upstream of Logan Creek 
confluence on Kings Creek. All potential habitat above the waterfall was historically inaccessible 
to steelhead and should be excluded. 
 

F. Review of the San Lorenzo River CAP Threat Results Table 
Increase the Channel Modification threat for winter rearing juveniles from “high” to “very high.” We 
interpret removal (cutting up) of large instream wood by the County and streamside residents as 
channel modification. The low density of large instream wood is indicative of this active channel 
modification for flood control purposes. 
 
Increase the Logging and Wood Harvesting threat to eggs and summer rearing juveniles from 
“medium” to “high.” Increased streambed sedimentation and loss of large recruitment resulting from 
logging practices degrade spawning gravel, prevent gravel sorting and degrade juvenile rearing habitat. 
 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

42352



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 40 
January 2016 
 
 

Increase the Severe Weather Patterns threat for all life stages to “very high” and not just summer 
rearing juveniles. Our juvenile sampling has indicated poor spawning success, poor egg survival and 
poor overwinter survival of yearlings after large storm events. Very large storm events, such as the 
January 1982 storm, flush nearly all yearlings from Central Coast watersheds due to the shortage of 
large instream wood and the absence of velocity refuge. 
 

G. Review and Comment on San Lorenzo River Recovery Action Table 
In the San Lorenzo Recovery Actions table (beginning on page 1217) under Recovery actions for the 
estuary, the reduction in the frequency of artificial breaching events is critical to improving lagoon 
habitat for steelhead. Therefore all recovery steps listed under Recovery Action Step- Estuary to 
reduce artificial breaching (SLR-CCCS-1.1.2) should be given priority 1 status with a 5-year time 
frame of getting them accomplished. That includes SLR-CCCS-1.1.2.1,  1.1.2.2,  1.1.2.3,  1.1.2.4.  
 
Add an additional recovery step SLR-CCCS-1.1.2.5 under Estuary- “Evaluate and implement a 
possible structural improvement (flume/ outlet pipe) to maintain the lagoon at a water surface elevation 
during the summer/fall at a level below which flooding occurs in lagoon-side storm drains and 
basements and eliminates the need to artificially breach the sandbar.” This should have a priority of 1 
and a time frame of 3-5 years. This recovery action calls out the benefit of a flume to not only increase 
the elevation of a freshwater lagoon (1.1.6.1) but to reduce flooding and artificial breaching. 
 
All recovery steps listed under Recovery actions for the Estuary regarding improvement of 
estuary/lagoon habitat (SLR-CCCS-1.1.3) should have a priority of 2 with a 10-year time frame. That 
includes SLR-CCCS-1.1.3.1,  1.1.3.2,  1.1.3.3. 
 
All recovery steps under Recovery actions for the estuary regarding increasing the rate of lagoon 
formation and/or freshwater conversion (1.1.4) should be given priority 1 with a 5-year time frame. 
That includes SLR-CCCS-1.1.4.1,  1.1.4.2. 
 
Add the following additional Recovery step to the 1.1.4 grouping with priority 1 and 3-year time 
frame:  
 
SLR-CCCS-1.1.4.3- “Work out an agreement with the city of Santa Cruz to minimize water diversion 
at Tait Street immediately when the sandbar closes at the rivermouth and continue to maximize lagoon 
inflow past their diversion until the lagoon has undergone freshwater conversion. This may require a 3-
4 week period of transition.” 
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All recovery actions under Recovery steps for the estuary regarding increasing freshwater lagoon 
elevation during seasonal closures by constructing a flume (outlet pipe) (SLR-CCCS-1.1.6) should 
have the highest priority 1 with a 3-year time frame. That consists of just one, SLR-CCCS-1.1.6.1.    
 
For recovery action step SLR-CCCS-3.1.1.3 under Hydrology, it should state, “Implement a 
comprehensive stream flow evaluation program to determine instream flow needs for salmonids. Focus 
initial efforts in the lower and middle reaches of the mainstem San Lorenzo River from the lagoon to 
Boulder Creek confluence” instead of only in the middle reaches (from Zayante confluence to Boulder 
Creek confluence). The reason for including the lower mainstem is that the city of Santa Cruz water 
diversion at Felton impacts instream flows in the lower mainstem in late fall, winter and spring. Water 
diversions and well pumping in the upper watershed impact flows year round in the lower and middle 
mainstems. The city of Santa Cruz water diversions at Tait Street impact stream channel above the 
lagoon. 
 
There is a mistake in the comments to the Action Step SLR-CCCS-3.1.1.4 under Hydrology. It 
erroneously states that Scotts Valley is located above anadromous portions of the San Lorenzo River 
watershed. This is true regarding Carbonera Creek. However, Scotts Valley is adjacent to reaches of 
Bean Creek, which have anadromous salmonids, including coho salmon in the past and steelhead 
presently. A stretch of nearly 2 miles of Bean Creek with high potential for steelhead and coho salmon 
production now goes dry each year, presumably due to water extraction. The action description to 
investigate the potential for expansion of the Scotts Valley water reclamation system should have a 
priority of 1 instead of 3. 
 
Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-3.1.1.5 under Hydrology, with the action description to investigate 
water recharge in Scotts Valley quarries, should have priority 1 instead of 3, with duration of 10 years 
for the same reasons as the previous action step. It may take several years to see a positive change in 
streamflow from the point of recharge. So, this effort needs to be started immediately. Add 
“implementation” to the action step that now only requests investigation of the possibilities. The Scotts 
Valley Water District is already looking into the feasibility of using the quarries.  
 
Add recovery step SLR-CCCS-3.1.3.4 under Hydrology as follows- “Investigate illegal water 
diversion and well pumping related to marijuana propagation or other agricultural activities and 
prosecute violations accordingly.” 
 
Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-5.1.1.2 with description to “Remediate passage barriers in San 
Lorenzo River tributaries” should have additional impediments mentioned that should be modified. 
They are the remnant flashboard dam abutment on lower Bear Creek, remnant flashboard dam 
abutments and road crossings in upper Branciforte Creek, 2 bedrock chutes on Zayante Creek (one 
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between Quail Hollow Road Bridge and the Lompico Creek confluence and one between American 
States Drive Bridge and Mt. Charlie Gulch confluence). The bedrock chutes below the Boy Scout 
Camp on Kings Creek should have the lowest priority because of the limited rearing habitat in upper 
Kings Creek due to very low summer baseflow. 
 
All passage impediments on tributaries should not be given equal priority of 2. They should be 
prioritized by importance. The Branciforte flood control channel should have priority 1 because it is a 
mile long and at the mouth of a major tributary.  We recommend that the action be described as 
“Prioritize and remediate passage barriers in San Lorenzo tributaries and under priority put “1 or 2.” 
 
In Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-5.1.1.3 to “Remediate passage barriers on the mainstem San 
Lorenzo River,” the flashboard dam abutment below the upper Irwin Way Bridge should be further 
described as located immediately upstream of Spring Creek confluence and is known as Barker’s dam, 
which may significantly impede adult and smolt passage to and from Boulder, Bear and Kings creeks 
and the upper San Lorenzo in dry years, with or without debris stacked up on it. This recovery action 
step should have priority 1 with a duration of 5 years. This Barker dam remediation should have higher 
priority than any other except the Branciforte flood control channel. I recommend the action be 
described as “Prioritize and remediate passage barriers on the mainstem San Lorenzo River.” 
 
Regarding SLR-CCCS-6.1.1.5 Action step-Habitat Complexity- Increase the priority to 1 since County 
staff are contacted each year by streamside landowners to deal with clusters of instream wood. 
 
Add recovery action step SLR-CCCS-6.1.1.8 regarding habitat complexity. It should have the action 
description as follows: “Change the California Forest Practice Rules to provide a no-harvest buffer 
zone along all ephemeral and perennial streams within timber harvest areas.” This will allow 
restoration of large conifers adjacent to stream channels with eventual recruitment as LWD. This 
should have a priority of 1 and a 100-year duration. 
 
For Recovery Action step SLR-CCCS-8.1.1.1 under action step sediment, the action description should 
include “Remediate erosion problems causing stream sedimentation as determined by the road survey.” 
The road survey alone does no good. Also, the comments should read “Initial focus should be directed 
at roads affecting lower reaches of Bean Creek, etc. 
 
For Recovery Action step SLR-CCCS-8.1.1.2 under action step sediment, the action description should 
include Bean Creek with Zayante and Branciforte creeks. The Mount Hermon slide is adjacent to Bean 
Creek. In the comments section, recommend installation and maintenance of sediment catchment 
basins. 
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Recovery Action steps SLR-CCCS-8.1.1.2 and SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.4 have the same action description 
with different time frames and different priorities. They should both include Bean Creek as a key 
tributary. It has numerous bank failures and 2 large landslides along it (one downstream of Mackenzie 
Creek confluence and the Mount Hermon slide.) 
 
Include in the comment section for SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.6 under Sediment that sediment catchment basins 
may be especially successful in the sand hills that feed Newell, Zayante and Bean creeks. One was 
effective in the neighborhood near Quail Hollow School during the 1982 flood. Lands owned by the 
city of Santa Cruz and the San Lorenzo Valley Water District in the sandhills may be good locations. 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.8 under Sediment.  It should have the action description, “Replace 
imperviously surfaced parking lots in Scotts Valley with permeable surfaces.” The Santa Margarita 
aquifer is drastically overdrawn beneath Scotts Valley, and Bean Creek and Carbonera creeks have 
become increasingly flashy during stormflows to increase streambank erosion and sedimentation. It 
should have a priority of 1 and under a 20-year time frame. 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-8.1.2.9 under Sediment to read, “Discourage land conversion to vineyards 
or other land-clearing agriculture, such as marijuana propagation, on potentially unstable, steep slopes 
with County Ordinances.” 
 
For Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-11.1.1.4 under viability, continued ongoing juvenile sampling 
efforts should be given a priority of 1 instead of 3. Reword the action description to include habitat 
evaluation with the juvenile sampling. Juvenile steelhead densities are the primary indicator of rearing 
habitat quality in the watershed and an indicator of adult spawning success. Monitoring of juvenile 
densities is key to directing recovery actions and evaluating effectiveness. 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-13.1.2.2 under Channel Modification to read, “Institute an ongoing, 
effective educational program with city and county staff and streamside residents regarding the 
importance of maintaining large instream wood for juvenile steelhead survival and recovery of the 
steelhead population.” This should be priority 1. 
 
Add action step SLR-CCCS-13.1.2.3 under Channel Modification to read, “Replace the Highway 1 
Bridge over the San Lorenzo River near River Street with a larger freespan bridge with increased 
freeboard.” This should be priority 1. It should be done within the next 5 years. In the Comment 
section for this action step, state that “Presently the Highway Bridge has piers in the stream channel 
that accumulate LWD during high flows to threaten this heavily used bridge. A larger freespan bridge 
at this location will reduce the pressure to cut up instream wood for flood control protection.” 
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For Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-13.1.3.1 under Action Step Channel Modification and regarding 
adult and smolt passage through the lower San Lorenzo River and Branciforte flood control channel, 
increase the priority to 1 instead of 2. These passage issues are at the bottom of the watershed, 
potentially affecting passage to and from the entire watershed. 
 
For Recovery Action step SLR-CCCS-19.1.2.1 under logging that states, “Timber management should 
be designed to allow trees in riparian areas to age, die and naturally recruit into the stream.” It should 
include the species of trees, “redwood and Douglas Fir trees, to age, die and naturally recruit into the 
stream.” The comments for this action step should recommend a no-harvest buffer zone along all 
streams of Class I, II and III in TPZ land. This is the simplest and clearest solution that does not 
provide room for interpretation and circumventing environmental protection. Riparian buffer zones are 
not really buffers if logging is allowed within them. This action step should have a priority of 1 instead 
of 3. 
 
For Action step SLR-CCCS-19.2.1.1 under logging, Class I streams to Class II streams to increase 
buffers. . No-harvest buffer zones should be established on both stream classes, as well as Class III 
stream courses. The no-harvest buffers should be increased from 30 feet stated in the recovery plan 
comments. The no-harvest buffer should be wider for Class I streams (at least 100 feet on either side) 
than Class II (at least 50 feet on either side) and III streams (at least 30 feet on either side).  
 
All Action steps under the logging threat action ID SLR-CCCS-19.2.2. should have priority 1 because 
of the high potential threat from logging activities. That includes 19.2.2.1,  19.2.2.2,  19.2.2.3,  
19.2.2.4,  19.2.2.5 
 
The action description for SLR-CCCS-19.2.2.1 should include “Remediate failed erosion control 
measures.” 
 
Add a Recovery Action step SLR-CCCS-21.1.1.4 under threat from recreation. It should read, 
“Discourage any new development in the San Lorenzo River watershed that may have the potential to 
increase night-lighting along stream courses, increase impermeable surfaces, increase winter storm 
runoff, increase on-site erosion or increase human water demand during the dry season.” The priority 
should be 1. Such developments may inhibit fish migration, reduce aquifer recharge, increase stream 
sedimentation and reduce summer baseflow and fish rearing habitat. This action step may belong in the 
residential/commercial development section, as well. 
 
Add Recovery Action step 21.1.2.2 under recreation and regarding minimizing increased landscape 
disturbance to read, “Prohibit mountain bike and equestrian activity on trails within state parks, state 
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forests and on other publically-owned land that may cause soil compaction, increased surface erosion, 
increased storm runoff and increased sediment input to stream channels.” 
 
In Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-21.2.2.2 under recreation, the action description should read, 
“Remove all existing summer dams and remnant (inactive) summer dam abutments that create passage 
impediments to migrating adults or smolts.” Most structures are no longer functioning as summer dams 
in the San Lorenzo system but still create passage impediments (Barker Dam). Increase the priority 
from 3 to 1. These potentially create serious passage problems in dry years. 
 
Add a Recovery Action Step SLR-CCCS-22.1.1.4 under Residential/Commercial Development. It 
should read, “Federal and State regulatory agencies should provide incentives to city, county and water 
agencies to incorporate the Multispecies Recovery Plan into their watershed planning documents and 
Habitat Conservation Plans.” 
 
In Action step SLR-CCCS-24.2.2.1 under severe weather patterns, the comments section should state 
that areas should be evaluated for adult steelhead migrational passage in light of all permitted and 
unpermitted diversions in the lower, middle and upper reaches of the San Lorenzo. This is because the 
Felton diversion dam is identified in the lower mainstem by Alley. The lower mainstem extends to the 
Zayante confluence according to Alley. When you use terms like lower, middle and upper, you need to 
define them. It might be best to say in light of all permitted and unpermitted diversions above these 
difficult fish passage sites. Initial focus should include the entire San Lorenzo Gorge. 
 
Action steps SLR-CCCS-24.2.2.3 and 24.2.2.4 under severe weather conditions should be deleted. The 
city of Santa Cruz is no longer pursuing a desalination plant and is opting for improved water 
conservation. You could add the phrase, “If the city of Santa Cruz decides to build a desalination plant 
in the future, then………………” to the beginning of each action step. However, Soquel is not a city. 
The arrangement would be with the Soquel Creek Water District. 
 
For the Action Step SLR-CCCS-25.1.2.2 under water diversion/impoundment regarding identifying 
problems of water diversion where potential steelhead streams go dry, increase the priority to 1 instead 
of 2. The action description should read “Monitor, identify problems and prioritize needed changes to 
water diversions and well pumping….” Add the following to the comment section: “It has observed 
that a major anadromous salmonid reach in Bean Creek (approximately 2 miles in length), from Ruins 
Creek to above the Mackenzie Creek confluence, becomes dewatered in many years, resulting in 
substantial juvenile steelhead mortality.” Insert this comment after the first reference to Alley studies. 
 
Action steps SLR-CCCS-25.1.2.6 and 25.1.2.7 under water diversion and impoundment regarding 
Scotts Valley water management, both action steps should have a priority of 1. 25.1.2.7 should read, 
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“Investigate feasibility and implement recharge activities in Scotts Valley quarries with reclaimed 
water as a water conservation strategy.”  
 
Add an action step SLR-CCCS-25.1.2.9 under water diversion/impoundment to “Identify the cause of 
and seek remedial action to prevent dewatering of Bean Creek adjacent to the city of Scotts Valley in 
the vicinity of Mackenzie Creek confluence and downstream to Ruins Gulch and rescue and relocate 
the thousands of juvenile salmonids in this reach each summer before streamflow disappears.” This 
should have a priority of 1. 
 
Delete action step SLR-CCCS-25.1.4.2 under water diversion/ impoundment because the city of Santa 
Cruz no longer proposes to build a desalination plant. The step could be reworded with the phrase, “If 
the City of Santa Cruz decides to build a desalination plant in the future, then………” But you need to 
add “to reduce water diversions and provide more instream flow to salmonids.” If the city were to 
build a desalination plant and allow expansion of its customer service hookups, then potential instream 
flow benefits to aquatic species from this additional water source would be nullified. A way to insure 
additional instream flow for fish would be for the city of Santa Cruz to agree to reduce its water rights 
once the desalination plant is built, which is highly unlikely to be agreed to. 
 
Increase to priority 1 all Action steps in the SLR-CCCS-25.2.1 grouping under water 
diversion/impoundment to prevent or minimize impairment to stream hydrology. Those not yet given 
priority 1 include 25.2.1.1,  25.2.1.4,  25.3.1.7,  25.2.1.10,  25.2.1.11,  25.2.1.12,  25.2.1.13. 
 
For Action Step SLR-CCCS-25.2.1.4, there is a typo in the first sentence of the comment section. It 
should read, “The aquifer is currently overdrawn resulting in streamflow reduction in Zayante and 
Bean creeks and the mainstem, downstream to the estuary/lagoon.” 
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Appendix A. Board Feet of Timber Harvested 1994-2009 in Santa Cruz County 
 

       
Year Board ft. in millions     

1994 22.84      
1995 26.60      
1996 25.39      
1997 26.47      
1998 22.37      
1999 16.16      
2000 18.41      
2001 7.23      
2002 9.14      
2003 9.61      
2004 11.09      
2005 9.67      
2006 9.60      
2007 9.41      
2008 12.72      
2009 8.40      

       
       
Source: State of California Board of Equalization   
http://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/pdf/yr3694to08.pdf   
http://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/pdf/ytr362009.pdf   
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Appendix B. Timber Production Zoning 
 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

55365



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 53 
January 2016 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Map of the San Lorenzo River Watershed showing TP zoning with stream overlay.  
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Table 1. Timber Production Zoning in the San Lorenzo River watershed 

Acres in 
watershed 

Square miles in 
watershed 

Acres in TP 
zoning 

Square miles in 
TP zoning 

Percent of 
watershed in TP 

zoning 
87,006 136 23,783 37.16 27 

Source: San Lorenzo Valley Water District GIS Dept., 2010 
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Appendix C. Photographs of Logging Operations in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
Source: Santa Cruz County Planning Department, 1998 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

58368



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 56 
January 2016 
 
 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

59369



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 57 
January 2016 
 
 

 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

60370



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 58 
January 2016 
 
 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

61371



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 59 
January 2016 
 
 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

62372



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 60 
January 2016 
 
 

 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

63373



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 61 
January 2016 
 
 

 

Agenda:  2.4.16 
Item:  12a1iii

64374



D.W. ALLEY & ASSOCIATES Review and Comments    
Re: Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed- January 2015- Public Version 
 

DWA Comments on Draft Multispecies Recovery Plan- San Lorenzo River Page 62 
January 2016 
 
 

Upper Kings Creek/ Kurpocki THP 

 

Mosko et al. 1-96-518 SCR 
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Kings Creek/ Jackson THP 
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Minutes  
Environmental, Engineering and Planning Committee 
Jan 13 2016, 10 a.m. 
 
Meeting was convened by District Manager Lee at 10:01, roll call showed Directors 
Hammer and Ratcliffe were present. 
 
Oral Communication: None 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: 
4a Selection of Committee Chairperson 
 Consensus was that Director Ratcliffe will serve as Chairperson. 
4b Review of Committee Charter 
 Discussion of anticipated third (public) member, selection to be made by the full 
Board at the next meeting. Director Hammer asked for confirmation that the public 
member would be required to fill out Form 700, Bruce Holloway questioned the if Form 
700 was required of unelected committee members. Both appointed and elected members 
required to fill Form 700, per Director Ratcliffe and D M Lee. 
 Fred McPhereson queried potential conflict between public members who might 
also be grant recipients. Would public member get legal coverage, District Manager Lee 
says member not subject to suit, District would be the target. 
 Nina Moore queried application availability online and deadline. DM Lee 
confirmed online availability, continuous acceptance of applications. 
 
4c Committee Goals and Objectives 
 Director Ratcliffe said Urban Water Management plan was a high priority to 
permit SLVWD to get funding and participate regionally. DM Lee says state is 
cooperative, and once submitted we will be able to start work on plans even before final 
UWMP approval is issued. Director Hammer’s high priority goals were Lompico merger, 
the CIP process and the formation of an in-house construction crew. Director Hammer 
asked about status of treatment plant video, outreach. D M Lee said Fred McPhereson 
currently working on Fall Creek video for outreach. 
 Nina Moore, Felton, expressed interest in tours of District facilities. Fred 
McPhereson wanted Watershed Plan to be finished, incorporated into UWMP.  
 
4d Setting date and Time of Regular Meeting 
 Committee members agreed on Wednesday at 10 a.m., eight days prior to the first 
Board Meeting each month. Director Hammer has a conflict with January 27. Next 
regular meeting will be February 24. 
 
4e Prosser property update 
 Demolition, winterizing are complete, Johnson property tenants have requested 
hedge be trimmed that previously screened this view. Bruce Holloway queried plans for 
chain link fence, demonstration garden on site, paving for parking lot. Director Hammer 
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says no demonstration garden planned due to budget, DM Lee had no comment about the 
parking lot. Fred McPhereson queried walkway along Hwy 9, Director Hammer said this 
is a Caltrans ROW, our fence would be behind this. 
 
4f  NOAA Multispecies Recovery Plan comment letter 
 Don Alley answered questions from committee members and the public about his 
comment letter and clarified terminology. Director Ratcliffe expressed appreciation for 
the detailed local information and analysis. Directors Hammer and Ratcliffe agreed that 
this letter provided specific topics for the District to focus on in future including GWSA, 
agriculture, forestry and development proposals. 
 
4g Fall Creek Fish Ladder Update 
 District staff has met with resource agencies and the bid process will start in 
March, with construction starting in late June- July 1, depending on bird nesting. There 
will be four new juvenile weirs added, and two new downstream. 
 
4f Urban Water Management Plan/ Department of Water Resources update 
 A review of the 2010 UWPM was done, and several items need to be added. 
These are: housecalls, or an explanation of why we will not provide them (cost/benefit 
analysis) and audit program details. These will be incorporated into an appendix, along 
with expanded emergency ordinance references. Following these additions, the UWMP 
will go through public review and be re-submitted to DWR. 
  
Informational Material: none 
 
Chairperson Ratcliffe adjourned the meeting at approximately 12:05. 
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San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
Budget and Finance Committee 

 
Meeting Notes: January 26, 2015 

 
1. Meeting convened at 9:30 am by Chairperson Baughman.  Committee members 

Baughman, Brown and Hayes present. Staff present were District Manager (DM) 
Brian Lee, Finance Manager Stephanie Hill and Deputy Operations Manager 
James Furtado. 

 
2) Oral Communications: No public present at beginning of meeting 
 

Committee agreed to change the order of Old and New Business to assure the 
Cost of Service Proposals item is fully addressed. 

 
4) New Business 
 

a) COST OF SERVICE PROPOSALS 
 
DM Lee described the earlier activity of soliciting proposals 
 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) went out in December.  12 firms were 
contacted directly.  Proposals were received from three firms; Bartle-
Wells, Raftellis and NBS.  DM Lee noted that all three proposals look 
responsive to the RFP.  Some of the other firms responded as 
subconsultants.  Others responded to demure on the RFP.  MFS expressed 
an interest in responding to an RFP for a rate study. 
 
Dir. Brown noted that MFS has done our rate studies in the past. 
 
DM Lee noted that a staffing study is included in the RFP.  Dir. Brown 
noted the necessity of including a staffing study. 
 
Committee Member Hayes noted disparities between costs for SLVWD 
and those for neighboring water districts. 
 
DM Lee described some of the activities that will follow the Cost of 
Service Study. 
 
DM Lee described the process for evaluating the responses to the RFP.  
Evaluation forms were distributed to the committee members.  The role in 
the ranking process of the fees proposed by the respondents was 
described; those being that of a tiebreaker among qualified responses. 
 
Evaluation forms will also be completed by DM Lee, Finance Manager 
Hill and District Operations.  The evaluated forms will be averaged to 
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compile a final evaluation for each respondent. 
 
The goal is to get the evaluations back to DM Lee by February 5.  DM Lee 
encouraged careful evaluation. 
 
DM Lee noted that the most qualified proposal will go to the Board for 
approval. 
 

 
3) Old Business 

 
a) GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMITTEE 
 
DM Lee and Dir. Baughman made available the goals and objectives 
discussed at the 2/12/2016 committee meeting. 
 
Dir. Brown noted that the Review of Existing Contracts might be taken up 
by the Administrative Committee. 
 
Dir. Baughman expressed a desire to start constructing a schedule of 
committee activity  
 
A tentative schedule of agenda items includes 
 
2/9/2016 Cost of Service Study 
  Investment Policy 
 
2/23/2016 Possible Rate Structures 
  Implementing Financial Transparency 
 
3/8/2016 Likely kickoff of Budget with a timeline. 
 
3/22/2016 Budget 
 
4/5/2016 CIP impact on financial planning 
  Lompico integration implications for the budget 
 
4/19/2016 Budget 
 
5/10/2016 Budget 
 
5/29/2016 Budget 
 
6/7/2016 Budget, Possible return of draft Cost of Service Study 
 
6/21/16 Budget,  Possible return of draft Cost of Service Study 
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DM Lee noted that releasing an RFP for a rate study might occur around 
June. 
 
There was discussion of the desirability of agendizing discussion of 
methods for obtaining revenue in ways other than through rates. 
 
Dir. Brown noted he was researching SLVWD water rights. 
 
DM Lee expressed the opinion that the CIP process should come first to 
the Budget and Finance Committee before going to Environment, 
Engineering and Planning for implementation. 
 
DM Lee explained some of the process of getting SRF loans for capital 
improvement, including that needed for Lompico integration. 
 
Dir. Brown explained the presence on the list of goals of the item to 
review the District's financial history. 
 
Dir. Baughman mentioned the requirement for the new committee member 
Hayes to file a Form 700. 
 
DM Lee added the item of hiring an auditing firm to the Goals and 
Objective and described how that would affect the process of obtaining a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). 
 
Committee Member Hayes expressed the desirability of publicizing the 
studies being done or to be done.  DM Lee described some of the 
mechanisms the District uses to inform the public about District activities. 
 
There was a discussion, mostly for the benefit of the new committee 
member, of the requirements of the Brown Act. 
 
Dir. Brown mentioned bringing the recently implemented drought 
surcharge back to the Committee for a revisit. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 am. 
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	RECOMMENDATION:
	BACKGROUND:
	At its regularly scheduled meeting of January 14, 2016 the Board reviewed then current drafts of the proposed District Rules and Regulations & Policies and Procedures. The Board deferred adopting those draft documents with an understanding that staff ...

	10b.pdf
	RECOMMENDATION:
	BACKGROUND:
	At its regularly scheduled meeting of October 15, 2015 the Board authorized a cooperative effort between the District, Scotts Valley Water District and the County of Santa Cruz to prepare a Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin boundary adjustment request...
	Hydrometrics has prepared the attached boundary revision request. At this time Scotts Valley Water District is prepared to submit the request on behalf of the three cooperative agencies. Hydrometrics encourages that a Resolution of Support from each c...
	The attached request is being submitted to the State in conjunction with a similar request from the Mid-County Groundwater Basin group, also prepared by Hydrometrics. The basins share a common geographic boundary. Submitting the two requests concurren...
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	RECOMMENDATION:
	BACKGROUND:
	Per contract, the Board provides a review of the District Manager’s performance on a yearly basis. As a part of that yearly performance review, the Board also considers adjusting the District Manager’s salary based on two criteria; cost-of-living and ...
	The Board may consider a cost-of-living adjustment in line with the cost-of-living adjustment provided per the Memorandum-of-Understanding provided to other employees. The current MOU provided all other employee’s a 2.75% cost-of-living salary adjustm...
	The Board may consider up to a 5% increase in salary for the District Manager based on the previous year’s performance.
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	BACKGROUND:
	Per contract, the Board provides a review of the District Manager’s performance on a yearly basis. As a part of that yearly performance review, the Board establishes Goals and Objectives for the upcoming year.
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	PREPARED BY:  Environmental Programs Manager
	RECOMMENDATION:
	BACKGROUND:
	HYDROLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
	Staff has been working with Nick Johnson Principal Hydro-geologist, PhD, PG, CHg, to assess the current status of District groundwater and surface resources, in an effort to identify potential need for supplemental, optimized and more efficient water ...
	Watershed management
	Staff is coordinating permits for the long-term broom management on the Olympia Watershed. Staff will be issuing an RFP for CEQA documents to be developed following the finalization of the Management Plan.
	NOAA Multispecies Public Draft Recovery Plan: Central California Coast Steelhead DPS
	Staff has submitted comments on the Draft NOAA Multispecies Recovery Plan. Comment period closed on January 18, 2016. Don Alley provided comments which were discussed at the January Environmental Committee Meeting.
	2010 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (UWMP)
	In January, Staff met with DWR and our consultant Nick Johnson to discuss DWR’s findings upon review of the 2010 UWMP. DWR identified a few items which were omitted from the adopted document and required that the District prepare an addendum, which wi...
	2015 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (UWMP)
	An RFP for the 2015 UWMP is expected to be issued in February 2016.




