
Agenda: 08/18/05 
Item: 8-b 

M E M O 
 
To:  Board of Directors 
 
From:  District Manager 
 
Subject: Revisions to the San Lorenzo Valley Water District  

CEQA Implementation Guidelines 
 
Date:  August 10, 2005 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and adopt the attached 
resolution. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was first adopted into law in 1970.  
The purpose of the law is to inform decision makers about the potential environmental 
impacts of a project, identify ways to reduce the impacts, identify alternatives to the 
project and to disclose to the public the reasons for a project approval.  CEQA applies to 
all projects undertaken by a public agency, funded by a public agency or permitted by a 
public agency. 
 
State CEQA Guidelines require public agencies to adopt guidelines to implement CEQA.  
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15022(a) states “Each public agency 
shall adopt objectives, criteria and specific procedures consistent with CEQA and these 
guidelines for administering its responsibilities under CEQA including the orderly 
evaluation of projects and preparation of environmental documents”.  Pursuant to state 
CEQA Guidelines, on May 14, 1973 the District adopted a set of local guidelines to 
implement CEQA in the District.  See Attachment 1.   
 
The District’s adopted guidelines essentially paraphrased the general provisions of the 
law.  The District’s CEQA Implementation Guidelines have not been updated since the 
original date of adoption. However, over the past 32 years the state CEQA Guidelines has 
been amended on several occasions.  District staff has relied on the state CEQA 
Guidelines to supplement the 1973 version of the District’s CEQA Implementation 
Guidelines when undertaking CEQA activities. 
 
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15022(d) “In adopting 
procedures to implement CEQA, a public agency may adopt the state CEQA Guidelines 
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through incorporation by reference.  Pursuant to Section 15022(d), staff is recommending 
that the District rescind the District’s own CEQA Implementation Guidelines adopted 
May 14, 1973 and adopt by reference the most current state CEQA Guidelines.  In 
addition, it is recommended that the District adopt by reference all future state CEQA 
Guidelines as approved by the Office of Administrative Law.  Adoption by the District of 
the current and all future state CEQA Guidelines would be more efficient and eliminate 
the need for continual revision to the District’s own Guidelines.  Adoption of the state 
CEQA Guidelines ensures that the long-term protection of the environment, consistent 
with the provision of sate law, will be the guiding CEQA criteria for the District. 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and adopt the attached 
resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
       James Mueller 
       District Manager 
 
 
 
JAM/kas 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  (05-06) 
 
SUBJECT: RECISION OF RESOLUTION NO. 479 (72-73) ADOPTED MAY 14, 

1973 AND ADOPTION BY REFERENCE, OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA CEQA IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES 

 
 WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was adopted in 
1970; and 
 

WHEREAS, implementation Guidelines, Section 15022(a) requires public 
agencies to adopt objectives, criteria, and specific procedures consistent with CEQA and 
the general provisions of the state CEQA Guidelines for administering its responsibilities 
under CEQA; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on May 14, 1973 the San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
adopted rules and regulations constituting local CEQA Implementation Guidelines; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on several occasions the State of California has amended and 
changed the CEQA Guidelines subsequent to May 14, 1973; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the San Lorenzo Valley Water District has been relying on the 
state CEQA Implementation Guidelines to supplement the May 14, 1973 San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District Implementation Guidelines; and 
 
  WHEREAS, it is necessary to revise the 1973 San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District CEQA Implementation Guidelines to provide consistency with the current state 
CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
  WHEREAS, pursuant to state CEQA Implementation Guidelines, Section 
15022(d), a public agency may adopt the state CEQA Guidelines through incorporation 
by reference; 
 
  NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the 
San Lorenzo Valley Water District hereby rescinds the May 14, 1973 San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District rules and regulations constituting local CEQA Implementation Guidelines 
and adopts the most current version and any future revisions to the state CEQA 
Guidelines (15000 et. seq.) as approved by the Office of Administrative Law, by 
reference for use in the San Lorenzo Valley Water District. 
  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that adoption by reference of the state 
CEQA Implementation Guidelines is exempt from further CEQA review pursuant to 
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Section 15061(b)(3) which exempts projects that can be seen to not cause a significant 
adverse effect on the environment. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District, County of Santa Cruz, State of California, on the 18th day of August, 
2005, by the following vote of the members thereof: 
 
   AYES:   
  
   NOES:   
 
   ABSENT:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
       District Secretary 
       San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 
 
 
 
H:\KELLYWP\Agenda Items 2005\CEQA-Revisions.doc 




















































