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M E M O 
  
 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: District Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Settlement Agreement; Pisciotta and Maffia  

  
  
DATE: March 27, 2009 
    
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors review this memo and approve the attached 
resolution. 
   
BACKGROUND: 

  
On July 25, 2007 the District filed a complaint in Santa Cruz County Superior Court (Action 
No. CV157662) against Constance Noel, et al. for quiet title, nuisance, trespass, injunction 
and prescriptive easement with respect to a dispute over the properties on and surrounding the 
District’s Lower Pasatiempo Water Tank. 
 
On September 26, 2007 Constance Noel filed a cross complaint against the District for breach 
of contract, declaratory relief and inverse condemnation. The complaint included two (2) 
adjacent property owners; Daron and Traci Pisciotta (APN 021-101-22) and Charles and 
Christina Maffia (APN 021-115-06). A trial was held on November 24, 2008. The court 
entered a Statement of Decision and Judgment on February 9, 2009 relative to the equitable 
issues and the cause of action for inverse condemnation. A motion for judgment has been filed 
to dismiss the final outstanding matter in this case, Noel’s request that the court set a jury trial 
for breach of contract. 
 
Prior to the trial, the District reached a tentative agreement with Pisciotta and Maffia which 
resolved all outstanding issues between the parties. See Attachment 1. Pursuant to the 
proposed settlement agreement, the Pisciottas will grant an easement for ingress and egress to 
the District for the portion of the tank access road which encroaches on the Piscotta’s 
property. The Maffias and the District will grant reciprocal easements for ingress and egress 
and/or encroachment relative to their respective properties. It is recommended that the Board 
approve the attached resolution which authorizes and directs the District Manager to execute 
the Settlement Agreement. 
 

            
       James A. Mueller 

      District Manager 
 

 JAM/bsb 
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.        (08-09) 
 
 

SUBJECT: SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT; PISCIOTTA AND MAFFIA  
 
 
 WHEREAS,  San Lorenzo Valley Water District filed a complaint (Action No. 
CV157662) in Santa Cruz County Superior Court for quiet title, nuisance, trespass, injunction 
and prescriptive easement; 
 

WHEREAS, the complaint includes the properties of Daron and Traci Pisciotta, APN 
021-101-22; and the properties of Charles and Christina Maffia, APN 021-115-06;  
 

WHEREAS, the District has negotiated a proposed Settlement Agreement with the 
Pisciotta’s and Maffia’s relative to the complaint;  
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District that the District Manager is hereby authorized and directed to execute any 
and all pertinent documents relative to the subject Settlement Agreement. 

 
  FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Manager is hereby authorized and 

directed to record the Settlement Agreement on behalf of the District. 
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the San Lorenzo Valley 
Water District, County of Santa Cruz, State of California, on the 2nd day of April, 2009 by the 
following vote of the members thereof: 
 
 
  AYES:   
  NOES:   
  ABSENT:   
  ABSTAIN:  

  
            
            
      Brandon Barchi, District Secretary 
      San Lorenzo Valley Water District 

 


















