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MEMO

TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Betsy Herbert, Ph.D.

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS STATUS REPORT
WEEK ENDING JULY 27, 2007

DATE: July 26, 2007

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Directors review and file the Environmental Programs
status report for the week ending July 27, 2007.

BACKGROUND:

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN

This project consists of a complete review and update of the District’s Watershed Protection
Plan adopted November 4, 1985. Staff is completing the administrative draft for Part One of
the Watershed Management Plan; Existing Conditions Report. The administrative draft for
this section of the report has been reviewed by the Environmental Committee at their January
25,2007, March 1, 2007, March 15, 2007, April 19, 2007, May 3, 2007, May 24, 2007, June
11,2007, and July 19, 2007 meetings. An Environmental Committee meeting is scheduled for
August 16, 2007 to review the completed Administrative Draft. Staff continues work on
activities associated with Part Two of the Watershed Management Plan; Policies, Practices
and Recommendations.

WATER CONSERVATION

Staff has drafted a letter to all owners of restaurants in the District’s service area, asking
restaurants to serve drinking water to their customers only on request. This is part of the
District’s drought contingency water conservation program, which was approved
unanimously by the Board on June 21, 2007. Staff communicates routinely with other
representatives of the Santa Cruz County Water Awareness Committee, relating to its
campaign of water-wise gardening and conservation in landscaping.

DISTRICT EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM
Staff continues to solicit and evaluate completion reports for 2006 Education Grant
recipients.

WATER SUPPLY MASTER PLAN



Staff met on July 25 to review sections of the Administrative Draft of the Water Supply
Master Plan with the District Manager, the Director of Operations, and Water Resources
Consultant Nicholas M. Johnson, Ph.D.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Staff is exploring partnerships with other water agencies in funding a research proposal from
Peter Gleick, Ph.D., and in sponsoring a climate change/water resources forum to include Dr.
Gleick’s presentation, and other local climate change experts.

Staff mailed the District’s Statement of Intent Form to the California Climate Action Registry
on July 26, indicating the District’s intent to inventory, certify, and report its greenhouse gas
emissions.

FISHERIES SAMPLING IN ZAYANTE CREEK

On July 27, staff accompanied NOAA fisheries biologists led by Brian Spence, Ph.D. to the
District’s Zayante property to observe and photograph sampling activities on the Zayante
Creek at Site SL.249. This sampling is part of NOAA’s random sampling research project in
San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties (Attachment 1).

The last sampling took place at the same site on September 18 and 19, 2006 (Attachment 2).
At that time, 74 pools were surveyed on a reach length of approximately 1,280 meters.
Steelhead were found in 92% of the pools sampled. Young-of-the-year fish were found in
91% of the pools. Age 1 fish were found in 42% of the pools. Age 2+ fish were found in 26%
of the pools. Sacramento suckers were also found. No coho salmon were observed.

Betsy Herbert, Ph.D.
Environmental Analyst
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